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SayeedMy name is . . .

This is the second in a series of 
KidsPost Journeys around the world to show 
readers how children in other countries and 
cultures live and play. Today we JOURNEY 
TO EGYPT. Next month, travel with us to a 
farming valley in Nepal.

EGYPT
5,600 miles
FROM WASHINGTON

Sayeed’s favorite food is

chicken and rice. For

breakfast he eats beans.

C.H.I.P. has a diet high 

in iron.
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TODAY: Mostly
cloudy.

HIGH LOW

50 45
TOMORROW:
Rain; windy. 
High 58. Low 40.

ILLUSTRATION BY CECILY SCOTT MARTIN,

9, WASHINGTON

WEATHER
TRIVIA

WHAT IS THE DRIEST
PLACE IN THE WORLD?

ANSWER: ASWAN, EGYPT,

WHICH TYPICALLY GETS

0.02 INCHES OF A RAIN A

YEAR!

WEATHER

TODAY’S NEWS
Twelve Days of
Christmas: $66,334
K How much it would cost for all
the presents in “The Twelve Days
of Christmas”? Well, a Pittsburgh
bank has figured it out: $66,334. 

That’s about what a new Jaguar
(the car, not the cat) goes for. It
would also buy more than 1,300
video games for an Xbox or PS2.
But who wants video games when
you can have 12 drummers drum-
ming, six geese a-laying and three
French hens?

The $66,334 total assumes that
you bought each item over and
over again as in the song. If you
buy each of the 12 gifts just once,
the total is $17,279 (or about 350
video games).

The most expensive item on the
list is the nine ladies dancing
($4,400—ballerinas don’t come

Christmas tree comes to you. 
A horse-drawn wagon carrying

an 181⁄2-foot tree pulled up in front
of the White House yesterday.
First lady Laura Bush was there to
make sure its trunk was straight
and it wasn’t dropping needles yet.

The tree is a Noble fir from the
state of Washington.

cheap). But eight maids a-milking
are a bargain at just $41.20.

White House Christmas
Tree Delivery: Priceless

K If you live at the White House,
you don’t have to go out looking
for your Christmas tree. Your

BY BORIS GRDANOSKI—ASSOCIATED PRESS

The price of true love: Nine ladies dancing would cost $4,400.
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SPEAK OUT

THIS WEEK’S TOPIC
Holiday Wish Lists

What are you hoping for this
holiday season? Go to www.
washingtonpost.com/kidspost
and vote: 

K Which present would you
want for the holidays?

A. Bike
B. Doll
C. Video game system 
D. iPod
E. Camera

Now write to us about what you’d really
like to have this holiday season. Send
your letters to KidsPost, The
Washington Post, 1150 15th St. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20071. Or e-mail us at
kidspost@washpost.com (with
“holidays” in the subject line). Or fax:
202-496-3780.

K Last week we asked kids to
tell us what they liked best
about Thanksgiving. More than
240 readers responded. Here
are their answers:

Eating LOTS—23.8%
Visiting relatives—18%
Watching football—7.5%
Not going to school—50.7%

BY MIKE DERER—ASSOCIATED PRESS

What drives you wild? The Little
Tykes Hummer H2 is on some lists.

CAIRO, Egypt
Sayeed Farouk is a 12-year-old

Egyptian boy who wears a red base-
ball cap, lives near giant pyramids and
has a camel named after a local rock
star. 

The camel is one of the most impor-
tant things to Sayeed because tourists
pay him to let them ride around the
pyramids and look at the ancient
tombs of the Pharaohs. It’s how
Sayeed’s family makes a living. The
camel, named Riyal, lives next to
Sayeed’s house, along with chickens
and ducks that Sayeed’s mother, Kari-
ma, raises for food and to sell. Riyal is
occasionally noisy at night and keeps
everyone awake by kicking the walls.

Sayeed doesn’t go to school and
never has. Even though children in
Egypt are supposed to stay in school
until at least the sixth grade, many go
to work instead. Only 60 percent of
Egyptian children finish elementary
school, according to a World Bank
study. 

Egypt is a very poor country and
people on average make only $7 a day. 

“I like the money and I like to ride,”
Sayeed said in Arabic, the official lan-
guage of Egypt. He knows just a few
words of English, including “pyra-
mids” and “beautiful.” “My grandfa-
ther was a camel worker; so is my fa-
ther, although he’s old now and
doesn’t work. My brother also takes

tourists on the camel.”
Sayeed and his brother Awad, who

is 21, take tourists on camel trips
from morning to sunset and even at
night if there is a full moon. Then, the
pyramids seem to glow in the dark.
All camel riders are boys. Girls are not
allowed to do the work.

Some tourists are afraid to ride
alone. When that happens, Sayeed
sits on the large wool saddle with the
passenger. When Riyal walks slowly,
it’s like riding on a big rocking chair.
When he trots, though, it’s bumpety-
bumpy. The camel has to kneel down
for a passenger to get on and off. 

After Sayeed finishes his work, he
rides the camel home through dirt al-
leys, some no wider than a sidewalk.
Along the way are stores that sell veg-
etables and perfumes to tourists. Cai-
ro is famous for its perfumes and for
papyrus, the world’s first paper.

Friday, the Muslim day of prayer, is
Sayeed’s day off. On all days, Muslims
are supposed to pray five times a day,
but Sayeed says he doesn’t. “With
work, it’s not realistic,” he said.

And work is something he would
never give up. “At night sometimes I
take Riyal for a gallop by the pyra-
mids. I love camels and always want
to be a camel man,” he said. “And my
sons, too, in the future will be camel
men.”

—Daniel Williams

PHOTOS BY DANIEL WILLIAMS—THE WASHINGTON POST

Sayeed Farouk, 12, and his camel, Riyal, lead tourists on trips from morning to sunset—and even at night if there is a full moon. 

Sayeed’s father,
Muhammed, also 
was a camel worker.

His mother, Karima, raises
chickens and ducks at their home. 

Sayeed’s family has a
black-and-white television. The
only furniture in the three rooms
are old worn cabinets and beds
made of wood. Some of the beds
are outside so that people can
sleep on them in the summer when
it’s hot. One room that is especially
used for entertaining visitors has
straw mats on the floor. Sayeed’s
father, Muhammed, sits in that
room and drinks tea. There are lots
of flies in the house.

Sayeed’s House

Sayeed, in red cap, spends time with
friends in the alley outside his home. 

Sayeed plays soccer and hide-and-seek
with his friends in the alley by his
house. His friends gave him a nickname:
The Mummy. Sayeed doesn’t mind. “I
call one of my friends The Horse
because he has a long face,” he said.

At night, Sayeed listens to music on
the radio or dances to drums that
people in his neighborhood play. He
does a traditional dance where the men
wave sticks and stamp their feet.
Sayeed’s favorite pop singer is Shaaban
Abdul Rahim. The song he likes best is
called “Quit Smoking,” which tells
people that cigarettes are bad for them. 

How He Has Fun

How many people: About 76 million.
More than a third of the country’s
population is younger than 15.

How big is it? About 385,000
square miles. That’s about three
times the size of New Mexico. But
most of the land (almost 97 percent)
is desert that can’t be used for
growing anything.

The capital: Cairo.
Languages: Mostly Arabic. Also

English and French.
Religion: Islam is the official

religion (its believers are called
Muslims). Most Egyptians are Sunni
Muslims.

Important sites: The pyramids at
Giza, built more than 4,400 years
ago as royal burial chambers; the
Nile, the world’s longest river, runs
the length of Egypt. 

Do they watch TV? There are 170
televisions for every 1,000 people in
Egypt, compared with 531 TVs for
every 1,000 Americans.

Inside Egypt

Riyal is 6 years old and came to Egypt
from Sudan. When someone in Egypt buys
a camel, the new owner sticks a hose
down the animal’s throat and washes out
its stomach so it will be hungry and eat
Egyptian food. Riyal eats fresh leaves and
especially loves corn, Sayeed says. 

The camel drinks a lot in summer, but
almost nothing in winter. 

The camel is decorated with tassels on its
bridle. Its hair is shaved in patterns that
look like an Oriental rug, a sort of camel
buzz cut. 

A Boy and His Camel


