
CristinaMy name is . . .
This is the fourth in a series of 

KidsPost Journeys around the world to show 
readers how children in other countries and 
cultures live and play. Today we JOURNEY TO 
ROMANIA. Next month, travel with us to Holland.
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Did you know that

according to legend Count

Dracula can become a bat

—or a wolf?
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TODAY: Mostly
sunny.

HIGH LOW

40 24
TOMORROW: Some
sun. High 42. Low 28.
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WEATHER
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WHICH HAS WARMER
AVERAGE JANUARY

TEMPERATURES:
BAGHDAD, IRAQ, OR

BUCHAREST, ROMANIA?
ANSWER: BAGHDAD 

(58 DEGREES TO 35).

WEATHER

TODAY’S NEWS
After Free Election, 
Iraqis Count the Votes
K In Iraq, the voting is over and
the counting has begun.

Millions of Iraqis voted in a
free election for the first time
Sunday. Many Iraqis showed off
purple fingers as a sign of pride.
Voters dipped a finger in purple
ink to show they had voted and
to make sure they didn’t vote
twice.

“This vote comes from the bot-
tom of my heart,” said Hamid
Azawi in Baghdad. People took
their children to the polls to let
them see history. 

Before the election, many wor-
ried that fear of violence would
keep Iraqis from voting.
Insurgents—people opposed to
democracy in Iraq and some still
loyal to former Iraqi leader Sad-

dam Hussein—had killed
many people in car bombs
and other attacks in the
weeks before voting. At
least 45 people were killed
in attacks on election day.
But early estimates say
that about 60 percent of
Iraqis voted; about the
same percentage of Amer-
icans voted in November.

Yesterday, the process
of counting the votes cast
on the long, complicated
ballots began. It might be
10 days before the Iraqi
people know whom they
chose to be in the 275-
member assembly, which
will write a constitution.

Orioles Hope It Is Sosa
K Batting cleanup for the Balti-
more Orioles—Sammy Sosa?

The Chicago Cubs slugger
could become an Oriole by the
end of the week if Major League

Baseball approves a trade. The
Cubs would get infielder-outfield-
er Jerry Hairston Jr. and two oth-
er players.

Sosa has 574 career home
runs. He is the only player to
have three seasons of 60 or more
homers, but hit only 35 last year.

Iraqi election officials sort ballots in Amman.
The process could take 10 days.

BY ALI JAREKJI—REUTERS
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SPEAK OUT
THIS WEEK’S TOPIC
Dinner with the Family

There are all sorts of studies
that say families should eat din-
ner together. Families that eat
together eat better foods and
get to share what happened dur-
ing the day. But with working
parents, extracurricular activ-
ities and homework, sometimes
it’s hard to get everyone togeth-
er around the kitchen table. 

Go to www.washingtonpost.
com/kidspost and tell us: 

K How often does your family
eat dinner together? 

A. Every night
B. Almost every night
C. Several times a week
D. About once a week
E. Almost never

PHOTODISC

Quality time: How often does your 
family eat dinner together? 

Last week’s survey

asked kids what have you
done to help the tsunami
victims. More than 315

readers responded:SU
R

V
E

Y
SA

Y
S

Combination

of the above

Donated money 40.1%

Donated clothes 1.9%

Prayed 19.7%

20.1%

Nothing yet 18.2%

Cristina lives in the town of Bran, not far from the

capital city of Bucharest. She lives in a two-story house

near meadows and orchards. In this part of Romania,

some people ride horses and oxen pull wooden carts.

Sometimes farmers walk pigs on a leash. Cristina’s

family used to have a horse, cow and sheep, but her par-

ents work as accountants and don’t have time to care

for animals anymore. Cristina has an older sister who

goes to college in a nearby town. 

Where She Lives

How many people: About 22.4

million. There are about 3.6 million

kids (ages 14 and younger) in

Romania.

How big is it: About 91,700 square

miles, which makes Romania a

little smaller than Oregon.

Capital: Bucharest.

Religion: Nearly 90 percent of

Romanians belong to the Eastern

Orthodox church, a type of

Christianity. 

Language: The most-spoken

languages are Romanian,

Hungarian and German.

Economy: Romania’s major

industries (businesses) are making

clothing and shoes, assembling

cars, mining and timber. Until a

revolution in 1989, Romania was a

Communist country under a brutal

dictator named Nicolae Ceausescu.

The country has struggled to get its

economy going and have fair

elections over the past 15

years.

Television: There are 31 TVs for

every 100 people in Romania (in

the United States, there are 84 TVs

for every 100 people).

School: Children are required to go

to school from the age of 7 to 14.

Famous Romanian: Gymnast Nadia

Comaneci was 14 when she scored

the Olympic Games’ first perfect

10, in 1976 in Montreal. The

scoreboard couldn’t register a

“10,” so her score read “1.00.” 

BRAN, Romania—Cristina Negrea is
10 years old and lives near Dracula’s cas-
tle. But she’s not afraid, not the least bit
afraid, she says—except at night.

The castle isn’t really Dracula’s castle.
Tourists think it is because it looks scary
and is located in Transylvania, a region in
central and western Romania, where the
Dracula story took place. “That Dracula
is not our Dracula,” said Cristina. “Our
Dracula was a warrior, not a vampire.”

Bram Stoker, an Irishman who wrote
the novel “Dracula,” borrowed the

name of a 15th-century Romanian
hero known as Vlad the Impaler

or Vlad Dracula. Dracula
means son of the devil in
Romanian. 

“Vlad was also not that
nice. He used a spear to
stick holes in people,”

Cristina said in Romanian.
“Anyway, I don’t mind going to

the castle, although at night I
wouldn’t. It has a secret staircase.”

Cristina prefers the story of Heidi,
a Swiss mountain girl, over the story

of Dracula. “Heidi had cows on the

meadows and friends who were shep-
herds. It’s a little like here,” she said. 

Studying in Dracula’s Shadow
Cristina lives in Bran, a town in a val-

ley that is surrounded by hills and high
mountains that sometimes are topped
with snow even in the spring and fall. At
Cristina’s school, which includes grades
1-12, the students can see the castle’s tall
towers and little windows from the play-
ground.

In school, Cristina sits one row in
front of her good friend Silviu Reit. They
are both in the fourth grade and attend
class from 1 p.m. to 6 p.m. Recently, the
class posted pictures on a bulletin board
under the title “Children of the World
Want Peace.” The photographs showed
soldiers shooting and some people
wounded by bombs on trains in Madrid,
Spain, last March. 

Cristina said she studied the American
presidential elections. She knew that
George W. Bush and John F. Kerry debat-
ed about war and that Bush won the elec-
tion. “I know the United States is at war
with, let me think, Iran. No, I mean Iraq,”

she said. “I’ve seen New York on TV.”

Parakeets but Not Vampire Bats
Cristina wants to be a singer when she

grows up, and she likes animals.
She has a parakeet named Coco and

she is trying to teach him to talk. “I re-
peat his name and say, ‘I love you,’ but he
hasn’t learned anything yet. He sings,”
she said. 

“Once, a bat landed in my room. I
didn’t know what it was. I caught it in a
jar. My mother said to let it go. I wanted
to keep it, but she kept saying let the bat
go, let the bat go. I think she thought it
was a vampire,” Cristina said.

“There are no vampires,” said Silviu,
even though he sometimes wears plastic
fangs to school to make his friends laugh
and scream until his teacher says to take
the teeth out and open his book.

“Well, when I find a vampire, I’ll bring
one to you and see how brave you are,”
Cristina said.

—Daniel Williams

Inside Romania

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Romanian gymnast Nadia Comaneci was
perfect in the 1976 Olympic Games.

PHOTOS BY DANIEL WILLIAMS—

THE WASHINGTON POST

Cristina Negrea, 
a fourth-grader 
in Romania, studied 
the U.S. presidential
election.

K At school, the boys play 

soccer and the girls play volley-
ball.
K Cristina and her best friend,

Silviu, like to play with their

dogs, throwing balls for them

to chase. Cristina also likes

doing cartwheels.

K Her favorite season is winter, when she can ride on her

sled or sometimes just on plastic bags down hills cov-

ered with snow. Cristina and her friends make snowmen

with coal eyes, carrot noses and pebble mouths. “The

girls get into snowball fights with the boys. The boys are

always knocking over the walls of our fort. We chase

them and wash their faces with snow,” Cristina said.

K During summer vacation, Cristina

goes to special hotels with hot

baths at the Black Sea. There

people cover themselves with

mud and then wash off to make

their skin look better. “I don’t

like the mud. I just go to the pool
and relax,” she said. 

Cristina lives a few cartwheels
from Dracula’s castle. Her friend
Silviu, right, likes to wear
vampire fangs.

How She Has Fun

Cristina plays with a dog
named Fred.
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