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Questionnaire for Candidate for President of the United States of America 

 

 

Issue: Pay & Retirement Benefits 

 

Every day, millions of hard-working federal workers go to work to contribute something to their 

communities and their nation. We need to honor and respect their service.  

 

Faced with historic budget deficits, we need to make difficult decisions, including some we 

would prefer not to make, to stabilize the national debt. I have laid out a balanced plan that draws 

on contributions from all corners of the budget. And next year, my budget provides a 0.5 percent 

pay increase for federal workers and increases over three years employee contributions toward 

retirement plans. 

 

In contrast, Governor Romney believes that federal workers are overpaid by 30 to 40 percent 

including benefits, according to Government Executive magazine. He says his reforms would 

save nearly $50 billion a year. I believe this approach would be dangerously misguided. 

  

Issue: Cost-of-Living Adjustments 

 

Cost-of-living adjustments are necessary to allow seniors to maintain their standard of living in 

retirement.  Seniors received a 3.6 percent cost of living adjustment for federal benefits in 2012, 

and my Budget projects another COLA in 2013, and it does not propose any changes in the 

calculation of these adjustments in future years. 

  

Issue: Health Benefits 

 

The Federal Employees Health Benefits Program delivers a range of affordable, quality choices 

to federal workers.  Its success made it one of the models for Obamacare, which will establish 

similar state exchanges as part of a plan to make sure that everyone has access to affordable 

insurance. These exchanges will operate independently of the FEHBP. 

 

Obamacare also includes reforms that will bring down health care costs and insurance premiums 

for everyone, including federal employee. It promotes efforts to pay hospitals and doctors based 

upon the quality of their care and their success in keeping patients healthy, not for the volume of 

procedures they perform. Over the past three years, health care costs have grown at their lowest 

rates in 50 years, and insurance premium increases in 2011 were at historic lows. When 

Obamacare is fully implemented, experts estimate it will have lowered health insurance 

premiums by $2,000 per family.   
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Issue: Jobs 

 

 

My balanced approach to reducing our nation’s deficit requires asks that we all do our part to 

eliminate wasteful spending and streamline government.  Rather than blindly cutting our federal 

workforce, my administration has taken great strides to cut waste, get the most from taxpayer 

dollars, and reform how the government works so the American people get the best service 

possible.  

 


