
 

May 8
th

, 2013 

Dear Mr. Messina, 

I am writing to request that Organizing for Action (OFA) cease its attacks on Democratic Senators 

immediately.  I am writing this letter at the direction of the Alaska Democratic Party’s State Central 

Committee on the basis of a motion adopted unanimously on May 4
th

, 2013.  As you know, OFA has 

been organizing opposition to Democratic Senators who opposed the Manchin-Toomey amendment.  

These attacks only serve to weaken the progressive movement and empower the special interests which 

fund the Republican Party. 

The Democratic Party has never established political purity or litmus tests, in recognition of the fact that 

such litmus tests would preclude passage of progressive legislation.  The Democratic Party platform is 

32 pages long, and lists many positions ranging from abortion rights to voting rights for the District of 

Columbia.  We would have few elected Democrats indeed if every prospective Democratic candidate 

had to pledge fealty to every single item in the Party platform.  Fortunately, the Party always has 

rejected such litmus tests, and our greatest achievements only were possible because of big-tent 

Democratic majorities: 

 President Roosevelt and a majority which included Southern Democrat conservatives 

established Social Security, the Securities and Exchange Commission, and many other New 

Deal institutions because conservative Southern Democrats helped create large Democratic 

majorities.  Many of those Southern Democrats did not support individual New Deal programs, 

but their membership in the Party created the large majorities which were necessary for passage 

of sweeping New Deal legislation. 

 President Johnson and a majority which included Southern Democrat reactionaries passed 

Medicare, the Civil Rights Act, the Wilderness Act, and Great Society programs which are the 

foundation of modern American society.  Though many Southern Democrats opposed individual 

programs within the Great Society, without their contribution to the Democratic majority, we 

would not have Medicare or other Great Society programs today.  If liberal Democrats had 

imposed litmus tests in the mid-20
th 

century, President Johnson himself, who opposed all civil 

rights legislation until he became Senate Majority Leader, never would have risen to power and 

made liberal dreams a reality. 

 President Obama and a majority which included independent Democrats passed the Affordable 

Care Act.  As you are quite aware, this legislative only passed with the support of independent 

Democrats like our own Senator Mark Begich.  When Congress had the opportunity to save 



millions of lives while taking the single most efficacious action to reduce the federal deficit, all 

Democratic Senators voted together.  Those who think Democratic Senators lack the fortitude to 

cast tough votes already have forgotten the Obama Administration’s signature achievement, 

which only passed with the support of Senators who may disagree with the President on myriad 

other issues. 

When we elect Democrats, we vest in them a critical responsibility: the authority to determine when to 

spend political capital and when to save it.  Elected officials should spend political capital on legislation 

that can pass, because only that legislation can make a positive difference for Americans.  While elected 

officials properly reserve control over their individual votes, we find that in practice Democrats 

generally do the right thing—when it counts.   

The Manchin-Toomey amendment vote was symbolic—it did not have the votes to pass the Senate or 

House, even if all Senate and all House Democrats had voted for it.   

Beyond the political considerations of spending political capital strategically, we must recognize that 

individuals will disagree about whether individual legislation is right or wrong.  It is infantile to imagine 

that any single person or group has a monopoly on morality or the authority to decide which item in a 32 

page Party platform has unique moral value.   

There is too much at stake to let rogue groups like OFA purge certain Democratic elected officials.  We 

need a Senate majority to defend the Affordable Care Act.  We need a Senate majority to pass 

immigration reform.   We need a Senate majority to pass civil rights legislation for gays and lesbians.  

Now, more than ever, we need a Senate majority to defend New Deal and Great Society programs which 

are under withering attack from corporate special interests and their Republican puppets in Congress. 

Though they wasted some $200 million on the 2012 election, the Koch brothers now have reason for 

hope because OFA has instituted a circular firing squad among Democrats.  Only if we are divided in 

2014 and 2016 can reactionaries, empowered by Citizens United, take back our country from the people 

who elected President Barack Obama and a Democratic Senate majority.  

Sincerely, 

 

Mike Wenstrup 

Chair, Alaska Democratic Party 

 

cc:  Adam Green, Progressive Change Campaign Committee 


