
AFP: JULIE’S STORY 
 
Script: “I was diagnosed with leukemia. I found out I only have a 20 percent chance of surviving. I found this 
wonderful doctor and a great health care plan. I was doing fairly well fighting the cancer, fighting the 
leukemia, and then I received a letter. My insurance was canceled because of Obamacare. Now, the out-of-
pocket costs are so high, it’s unaffordable. If I do not receive my medication, I will die. I believed the president. 
I believed I could keep my health insurance plan. I feel lied to. It’s heartbreaking for me. Congressman Peters, 
your decision to vote Obamacare jeopardized my health.” 
 
As documented below, it has been widely reported that consumers are facing higher out-of-pocket costs due 
to the Affordable Care Act. Julie Boonstra is one individual whose old insurance plan was deemed illegal under 
ObamaCare, forcing her to find other coverage options. She has made a reasonable judgment that the 
unexpected, unpredictable out-of-pocket costs associated with her new health care plan are unaffordable.  
 
In a recent interview with Fox News, Julie stated:  
 
"Under my old policy, I knew what I could afford every single month because I wasn't hit with extra charges. 
Now I don't know what I have to pay month to month," she said. “Leukemia tests are extremely expensive.” 
 
 

“I was diagnosed with leukemia. I found out I only 
have a 20 percent chance of surviving. I found this 
wonderful doctor and a great health care plan. I was 
doing fairly well fighting the cancer, fighting the 
leukemia, and then I received a letter.  
 

 

My insurance was canceled because of Obamacare.  
 

 

Now, the out-of-pocket costs are so high, it’s 
unaffordable.  
 

Last Year, Avalere Health Projected That 
Unpredictable Cost Sharing Under Obamacare Could 
Surprise Consumers: 
 
Consumers May Have To Dig Deeper Into Their 
Wallets To Pay For Higher Monthly Deductibles. 
"Consumers may have to dig a little deeper into their 
wallets to pay for health care in the Obamacare 
insurance exchanges, according to a new analysis by 
Avalere Health. The study of six states suggests that 
consumers could face steep cost-sharing 
requirements — like co-payments, co-insurance and 
deductibles — layered on top of their monthly 
premiums. The health law sets exchange enrollees’ 
maximum annual out-of-pocket costs at $6,350. But 
many people won’t get near that limit, and 
deductibles for typical exchange plans can run twice 
as high as the average employer-sponsored plan." 
(Kyle Cheney, POLITICO, 9/26/13) 
 
Caroline Pearson, Vice President of Avalere Health: 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2014/02/24/cancer-patient-defends-obamacare-criticism-after-dem-goes-after-ad/
http://www.politico.com/story/2013/09/exchanges-high-costs-obamacare-97363.html


"'Consumers will need to balance lower monthly 
premiums against the potential for unpredictable, 
expensive, out-of-pocket costs in plans with higher 
deductibles. Furthermore, there is a risk that patients 
could forgo needed care when faced with high 
upfront deductibles.”(Kyle Cheney, POLITICO, 9/26/13) 

If I do not receive my medication, I will die. I believed 
the president. I believed I could keep my health 
insurance plan. I feel lied to. It’s heartbreaking for me. 
Congressman Peters, your decision to vote 
Obamacare jeopardized my health.” 

 
“If you like your health care plan, you can keep it,” 
rated Lie of the Year by respected fact checker. (Angie 

Drobnic Holan, Politifact, 12/12/13) 

 

http://www.politico.com/story/2013/09/exchanges-high-costs-obamacare-97363.html
http://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2013/dec/12/lie-year-if-you-like-your-health-care-plan-keep-it/

