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YJDP STUDENT CORRESPONDENTS PROGRAM 

OVERVIEW 
 

 

What will students learn and experience? 

The YJDP Student Correspondents program will provide journalism skills training, reporting experience, and 

mentoring opportunities with members of The Washington Post newsroom to high school juniors and seniors 

across the Washington, D.C. area.  The goal of the program is to help students increase writing and reporting 

proficiency by covering live events hosted by The Washington Post and select nonprofit community partners. 

During the program, students will attend local events as correspondents and produce articles based on their 

reporting. At the conclusion of the their time as YJDP Student Correspondents, students will have produced an 

array of content that has been published on the Young Journalists page in the Community Relations section of 

washingtonpost.com at washingtonpost.com/youngjournalists.   

 

What types of live events will be covered? 

Potential coverage areas include arts and education nonprofit events, local politics, high school sports, 

diversity awareness campaigns, and more.  Content created by correspondents may include: 

- A feature story on a lead actor in a play produced by a community partner,  

- A local news article about a nonprofit partner initiative that has reached a milestone, or 

- An editorial of a situation or event hosted by a community partner, to name a few. 

 

Who is eligible to become a correspondent and how are they selected? 

Eligible students must demonstrate a strong interest in journalism as a career and have participated in YJDP 

seminars, workshops and training sessions offered during the 2014-15 school year.   Students are selected by 

the YJDP Coordinator with the aid of recommendations from high school journalism educators. 

 

How many YJDP Student Correspondents are there and how long does the program run?  

The program is available over two terms. Six students will be selected per year. 

- Term 1: March – June (Spring/Summer) 

- Term 2: October - January (Fall/Winter) 

 

What can students and mentors expect from the program? 

There will be a mandatory orientation at the start of each semester for students and mentors.  During 

orientation, students will receive an overview of the program, meet their mentor and receive their kick-off 

assignment to write and submit an article on a local event.  All YJDP Student Correspondents will receive a 
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press pass for attending events.  Articles published on the Young Journalists web page will include the 

student’s byline and photograph.  

 

Additional information for students: 

- Following their initial submission, students will be given access to a list of potential activities and 

community partners they can cover throughout the semester.  Once an event or partner is selected for 

coverage, they will pitch story ideas to their mentor, who will help develop and edit content for 

publishing.  The pitch should be shared via email with their mentor and the YJDP Coordinator. 

- Students will primarily interact with their mentor over e-mail and phone.   

- Students will be responsible for their own meals and travel expenses to and from the events they 

cover. 

- Students will not be financially compensated for their participation in the YJDP Student 

Correspondents program. 

 

Additional mentor expectations: 

- Mentors will work with the YJDP Coordinator to ensure that students write a minimum of two stories 

per month. 

- Mentors do not have to attend events with their mentee; however, they must check-in with them 

following any scheduled coverage to ensure that the student is on track to submit their articles by the 

end of each month.   

- Once the pitch is received, the mentor will then confirm or suggest a change to that idea (if 

appropriate) and give the student a deadline for first drafts and final submissions.   

- Mentors will be compensated a nominal fee for participation in the YJDP Student Correspondents 

program. 

 

Who should I contact for additional information? 

Questions about the YJDP Student Correspondents program can be directed to Jaye Linnen, YJDP Coordinator 

at 202-334-4917 or yjdp@washpost.com. 


