September 23, 2009

Dr. Warren Baker
President
Cal Poly — San Luis Obispo

Dear Dr. Baker:

| am writing to you out of concern as a proud alumnus (ANSI '70) of Cal Poly and as a
significant donor to the Animal Science Department’s initiative to build a new meat processing
facility on campus. There are two subjects | want to address: 1) the decision of the College of
Agriculture, Food & Environmental Sciences (CAFES) to invite Michael Pollan to speak on
campus October 15"; and 2) a disturbing conversation my assistant, Mike Smith (also a Cal
Poly alumnus), had with an instructor in the Animal Science Department. Both of these subjects
have caused me to rethink my continued financial support of the university.

Several months ago | was informed that the university had agreed to host Mr. Pollan —a UC
Berkeley journalism instructor and outspoken critic of modern farming and confined animal
feeding operations — to speak on campus. While both Andy Thulin (head of the Animal Science
Department) and David Wehner (Dean of CAFES) have attempted to justify the decision to have
Mr. Pollan speak on campus in various emails, their explanations are unpersuasive. While |
understand the need to expose students to alternative views, | find it unacceptable that the
university would provide Michael Pollan an unchallenged forum to promote his stand against
conventional agricultural practices. To add insult to injury, CAFES unashamedly admits to
contributing $5,000 in discretionary funds to offset a portion of Mr. Pollan’s speaking fee. Had a
balanced forum been provided, perhaps | would not have such a strong negative feeling
towards the university. | understand that Mr. Pollan refused to appear in a panel format, which
strongly suggests that he wants to avoid exposing his views to scrutiny by experts with whom he
disagrees. Why not challenge him to appear with those holding competing views to foster a
truly open discussion of issues?

| am also concerned with what | believe to be a politically expedient but unsupportable focus on
“sustainable agriculture” on the part of the CAFES. Let me be clear. | fully appreciate the
importance of developing niche markets; however, | feel strongly that in exposing students to
these alternative markets the university should take utmost care NOT to detrimentally impact
conventionally produced agricultural products which represent fully 90% of all foods consumed
in the United States. | am fearful that in its zeal to promote and teach these “alternative”
production practices, the university is giving credence to those within the environmental
movement who believe that only practices described BY THEM as “sustainable” should be
employed in agriculture.

In his recent email (09/17/09) to my assistant Mike Smith, Dean Wehner described his views on
sustainable agriculture as follows:












