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The Splendor, Side by Side 
The Washington sky will be afire tonight when 
jurisdictions from Frederick to Falls Church 
celebrate the Fourth of July. The show on the 
Mall still makes the biggest splash in the sky. But 
if you crave an extended display or the maximum 
number of effects, some of the area’s other 
shows might be better suited to blow you away. 
Here is a look at a selection of displays.    
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Dusk

Celebrates the birth 
of Alexandria and the 
United States. Expect 
children’s activities, 
performances by
the Alexandria 
Symphony
Orchestra and 
birthday cake. 

Fireworks are 
shot from a 

barge, so the 
water can 
maximize 
their 
effects.

When is 
“dusk”?

9:20 p.m.

This is the 
second year 
that fireworks will 
be coordinated to 
music. A Jimmy 
Buffett cover band 
plays before the 
show and for 30 
minutes after it 
ends. This 
display has 
doubled in size 
in the past five 
years.

9:30 p.m. 

The audience  
is close to where 
fireworks are set 
off. Smaller shells 
are used because 
of the proximity. 
Look for “spinners,” 
where the shell 
leaves the ground 
and spins as it 
climbs. 

9:20 p.m.

A day of events 
with carousel 
rides, a DJ and 
eight food 
vendors. A live 
band, the Sock 
Monkeys, precedes 
the formal 
ceremony with the 
national anthem 
and a color guard. 

After 9:15 p.m.

An evening 
parade kicks off 
the night at           
6 p.m., followed 
by live music, 
including the 
Electric Brigade 
band from the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 
Fireworks are shot 
from a barge; 
effects include a 
color-changing 
chrysanthemum.

After game* 

Enjoy the display 
after the baseball 
game.

Dusk

A fireworks 
display of the 
American flag 
starts the show, 
which is 
celebrating its 
25th anniversary.

Dusk 

Live music, food 
and a special 
ceremony at        
7 p.m. are some of 
the highlights 
before the high 
lights.  

9:30 p.m.

Take in a 
soccer
game
during the day, 
then listen to  
contemporary 
tunes played by 
Bobby and the 
Believers before 
and after the 
show. 

9:15 p.m.

A day of events 
begins with a 
parade at        
11 a.m. Other 
activities include 
an antique car 
show, field 
events for kids 
and a flag-raising 
ceremony. 
Fireworks will be 
coordinated to 
music. 

Dusk

The theme of the 
day is “A Jazzy 
4th.” A 
performance,
part of the 
River 
Concert Series, 
features guest 
vocalist Hilary 
Kole at 7 p.m. 
Fireworks will be 
shot from a barge 
on the St. Mary’s 
River. 

Dark

A display that 
rivals the Mall’s in 
number and size. 
Fireworks are part 
of Freedom Fest, 
an alcohol- and 
drug-free family 
celebration. 

9:30 p.m.

Now in its 119th 
year, this event 
starts with a 
hometown 
parade at              
10 a.m.,
followed              
by Caribbean 
and youth bands 
and two 
concerts in the 
evening.

9:15 p.m.

Disco Fly, a ’70s 
cover band, plays 
before the 
fireworks at     
7:30 p.m. 
There will 
also be food 
vendors and 
activities for 
children.

 9:15 p.m.

Cool off before 
the fireworks. 
There is a 
water park, 
which should 
fill up by 
2 p.m.   
Five  
vendors will  
sell food. 

9:20 p.m.

A band, 
featuring Javier 
Mendoza, will 
perform. There 
will also be field 
games, children’s 
arts and crafts, 
and food vendors. 
Events 
start at             
6:30 p.m. 

Dusk

Fireworks will be 
coordinated to 
music. There will be 
children’s activities, 
including a moon 
bounce and an 
inflatable 
obstacle course. 
A magician 
performs at 7 p.m. 
Shuttle bus service 
throughout the park 
starts at 5 p.m. 

Dusk

Family games, 
music, balloons 
and face 
painting are a 
few of the 
activities that 
start at 6 p.m. 
B2B, a Jimmy 
Buffett tribute 
band, will 
perform. 

9:15 p.m.

This year’s show 
won’t have a big 
bang but a 
multimedia 
laser show on a 
giant inflatable 
screen. A 
festival starts 
at 11 a.m., with 
live music, 
vendors and an 
antique car 
event. 

9:10 p.m.

A day of events 
scheduled on the 
Mall leads up to the 
evening display. 
This show 
dominates in 
large-scale effects 
and special shapes. 
Look for the red, 
white and blue 
double-ringed star 
and five interlocking 
Olympic rings.
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Fireworks Light Up the Night

Between 9
and 9:30 p.m., 
unless noted

. . . and SM
ALLEST shell for each.

*8:30-9 p.m.

Circles show the effect created by the LARGEST shell . . . 
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KEY

This graphic shows 
the diameter, in 
inches, of the largest 
and smallest shells 
used in each display 
and how high they 
will appear in the sky. 

ª Shells generally climb 100 feet for 
every inch of the shell’s diameter. For 
example, a six-inch shell will explode 
at a height of 600 feet and spread 600 
feet across. 
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For specifics,
see listings.

Largest shell: 
8 inches

Smallest shell: 
4 inches


