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Japanese 
Lantern: A 
stone lantern 
more than 350 
years old is one of a 
pair from a temple 
complex in Tokyo. It will be 
lit Sunday by women related 
to Japanese diplomats and has 
officially opened the festival since 
its arrival at the Tidal Basin in 1954.

First Plantings: Bronze plaques mark two 
of the first cherry trees planted here in 1912 by 
first lady Helen H. Taft. Some of the oldest trees 
are in this area.

FDR Memorial: Dedicated in 1997, this memorial spans 
7.5 acres and has four outdoor areas, each devoted to one of 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s terms as president.

Japanese Pagoda: A pagoda is usually used for religious purposes. 
However, the granite one here commemorates the Treaty of Kanagawa 
(1854), which established a “firm, lasting and sincere friendship” between the 
United States and Japan. It arrived in pieces and without instructions in 1957. 
Specialists had to guess how to put it together.

Inlet Bridge: Gates allow the Tidal Basin to fill with water from the Potomac at high tide,
then empty through the Outlet Bridge at low tide. This tidal-driven action gave the area its name.

Usuzumi stand: This species is the oldest living flowering cherry tree in the world;
these blossoms are propagations from a 1,400-year-old tree in Japan. 

Jefferson Memorial: The Japanese believe cherry blossoms are best experienced when a temple
complements the scene. The Jefferson Memorial serves this function. More than 1,000 trees were removed
to build the memorial here in 1937, which incited a group of women to chain themselves to the trees in protest.

Indicator Tree: The origin and species type of this tree is a mystery. No one knows who planted it or when.
Yet, it is used by the National Park Service as an indicator that the peak blooming period is about to occur
because it blooms about a week earlier than the other cherries.

Paddle Boat House: Paddle boats are usually the only type of boat seen now. However in the 1920s canoes,
swan boats and battery-powered speedboats were allowed in the water.

Kutz Memorial Bridge: Originally named Independence Avenue Bridge,
it was renamed in 1954 to honor Charles W. Kutz, an engineer commissioner
who wrote the District’s first zoning law.            
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A walk around the
Tidal Basin

is about
2.1 miles.
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Getting There
Parking is extremely limited near the Tidal Basin. 
Consider one of these options:

ª Metro: Take the Blue or Orange Line to the Smithsonian Station.
ª Bus: Take Metrobus route 52 to Independence Ave. and 14th St. 
SW; the DC Circulator Smithsonian/National Gallery route stops near 
the Tidal Basin at 17th St. and Constitution Ave. Runs weekends only.
ª Bike: Free bike valet on weekends from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Locations 
are at the Jefferson Memorial, and at 15th St. and Constitution Ave.
ª If you do drive: Traffic jams are legendary. Ohio Drive will be one 
way northbound from Inlet Bridge to West Basin Drive and one way 
southbound from Inlet Bridge to Buckeye Drive. There is free parking at 
Hains Point for approximately 800 cars. 
ª Blossom Shuttle: To see a greater variety of cherry blossoms,
take the free blossom shuttle around East Potomac Park. Buses run 
daily, every 20 to 30 minutes, from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Shuttles circle 
Hains Point and follow an 11-stop route, including one at the Jefferson 
Memorial Welcome area.

See washingtonpost.com/cherryblossoms for daily updates and visitor information.


