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The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
publishes the first
report on what will be
known as AIDS in its
weekly Morbidity and
Mortality Weekly Report

Gay Men’s
Health Crisis is
established in
New York City

AZT is approved by
the Food and Drug
Administration

President
Clinton calls for
development of
AIDS vaccine
by 2007

Saquinavir, the first
protease inhibitor (a
new class of antiretro-
viral treatment), is
approved by the FDA,
signaling the new era
of drug treatment

A rapid test
for HIV,
which shows
results in 20
minutes, is
approved by
the FDA

Sen. Jesse Helms (R-N.C.)
introduces the “Helms
Amendment,” which
prohibits the use of federal
funds for AIDS education
materials that “promote
or encourage, directly
or indirectly, homosexual
activities”

AIDS-related
deaths in U.S.
surpass
100,000

Red ribbon
becomes the
international
symbol
of AIDS

“Angels in America,”
a play about AIDS
by Tony Kushner
subtitled “A Gay
Fantasia on National
Themes,” wins the
Pulitzer Prize
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Tenofovir,
an antiviral
drug, is
approved
by the FDA

Atripla, a
single-pill,
once-a-day
medication is
approved by
the FDA
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