
K My favorite kind of Girl Scout
cookie is:

A. Do-Si-Do 
B. Samoa
C. Tagalong
D. Thin Mint
E. Some other type

COURTESY LITTLE BROWNIE BAKERS

SPEAK OUT
THIS WEEK’S TOPIC

It’s Girl Scout 
Cookie Time

How many boxes have you
bought? Or sold? Did you know
that Thin Mints RULE if you put
them in the freezer for a few
hours? 

Because it seems that just
about everybody loves Girl Scout
cookies, KidsPost wants to know
what’s your favorite type. Go to
www.kidspost.com and vote. 

TODAY: Mostly
sunny; windy.

HIGH LOW

40 24
TOMORROW:
Mostly sunny;
windy. High 35. 
Low 23.

ILLUSTRATION BY JOHN WARNER, 9,
SPRINGFIELD

WEATHER
To read more about Bacon, go

to www.washingtonpost.com
and type “pig” in the search box.

No Longer Crying Wolf
K Good news for the gray wolf: It
is no longer endangered in
Minnesota, Wisconsin and
Michigan, the federal
government said yesterday. 

Together, the three states have
about 4,000 wolves, compared
with a few hundred in 1967. 

The wildlife service also is
proposing to take the gray wolf
off the endangered list in Idaho,
Montana and Wyoming, but is
waiting for Wyoming to file a
species-protection plan.

BY RICH LIPSKI — WASHINGTON POST

Bridgette Suder is fighting to keep
Bacon, a potbellied pig, as a pet.

pig bark” she learned from Willie,
the dog. Bacon also snores loudly.

Suder, a former kindergarten
teacher, says she asked nicely for
a rule change allowing Bacon to
stay, which she thinks town offi-
cials appreciated. 

TODAY’S NEWS
This Little Piggy
Stays Home
K Bridgette Suder loves Bacon.

Bacon is a 3-year-old, 140-
pound Vietnamese potbellied pig
who lives with Suder, a dog and
two ferrets in a townhouse in
Herndon. But town officials told
Suder that Bacon is a farm animal
and can’t stay. Suder has asked
them to consider Bacon a pet, and
they are thinking about that. 

Bacon loves to have her belly
scratched. Suder says she’s usu-
ally quiet, but sometimes gives “a
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Teachers, go to

www.washpost.com/nie 

for cartography 

lesson plans. 

On the Map

11,000
The approximate number 

of cartographers working 

in the United States.

ALGEBRA, 
GEOGRAPHY
Two important courses for 

kids who want to be map-

makers. Other important 

skills include mechanical 

drawing and computing. 

Most cartographers 

get college degrees in 

geography or engineering.

$51,340
The average yearly salary 

of cartographers in 2005. 

The government employs 

many cartographers 

for the Bureau of Land 

Management and the U.S. 

Geological Survey.

SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics

Do you need a map for a report

or to decorate your bedroom 

or classroom? 

Go to www.kidspost.com 

to download maps 

of the world.

Out With the Old, 
In With the Computer
Today almost all National Geographic maps are 
created with computers, eliminating the need for 
tools such as a compass, left, and a proportional 
divider, right. Cartographers began using 
computers to make maps in the early 1980s.

“People think [that 
since] I work at National 
Geographic, I must see 

every corner of the world. 
And I do. It is all on my 

computer screen.”

These feet were 
made for pedaling! 

Carroll’s fi rst 
maps were of bike 
routes around his 

neighborhood.

Cartographers use  
special software called 
geographic information 
systems to make maps 

that can show more 
information than ever 

before.

Draw your own maps. 
Start with your neighborhood 
and think about all the details 

you could include, such as trees, 
houses, stores and streams.

Be the family navigator. 
Being comfortable using a map 
is a must for a cartographer. So 

before going on a trip, pull out the 
map and plan your own route.

Study, study, study! 
Give special attention to social studies 
and science classes, especially when 
maps are used. Many colleges offer 

cartography classes. Carroll majored 
in environmental studies. 

Visit the fi rst document 
to have America written on it. 

Published in 1507, the map is displayed at 
the Library of Congress (www.loc.gov). When 

you visit, look at how different the map is 
from the ones in your classroom. 

Think about the world around you. 
“Place matters for almost everything,” cartographer Allen Carroll 

says. “Why do you live where you do, and why is the grocery 
store where it is? Why do certain ethnic groups live in certain 

areas? Why are certain industries where they are? It all has to do 
with geography, which is represented by cartography.”

Do you want to be a cartographer? Here are some ways you can get started.CAREER TIPS

CartographerWHEN I GROW UP

I Want to Be a . . .

PHOTOS BY BILL WEBSTER — THE WASHINGTON POST

Carroll says global-
positioning technology is 

one “major revolution” 
in cartography. Devices that 
use a series of satellites to 

show people where on Earth 
they are located are small 
enough to fi t in a pocket.

Carroll sees 
the world 
from his desk 
at 17th and 
M streets in 
Northwest 
Washington.
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When Allen Carroll was a kid,
he would ride around his In-
dianapolis, Indiana, neigh-
borhood on his bike, then

go home and color his route in red on a
map.

“I turned most of the north side of In-
dianapolis red,” he jokes.

Carroll, the National Geographic So-
ciety’s chief cartographer (mapmaker),
says he spent time looking at maps the
way most kids read books. When his
family went on road trips, Carroll
would be the navigator and help his
parents figure out the best route.

“I grew up loving maps, and I wanted
to be an architect when I was a kid,”
says Carroll, 55. “But it never crossed
my mind that I could make a living mak-
ing maps.” 

Carroll and his staff of 25 employees
create maps of all sizes that National
Geographic uses in its magazines and
books and online. It takes about three
months to produce a fairly detailed
map; a really complicated one can take
more than half a year. 

Cartographers (pronounced car-
TOGG-ruh-fers) are employed by all
sorts of companies. Police departments
use maps to figure out where the most
crimes are occurring. People who run
fast-food restaurants use maps to figure
out where people are moving so they
know the best place to open a store.

There are lots of details to con-
sider when creating a map, Car-

roll says. For example, “if we
were doing a map of the

Chesapeake Bay, do we
want to show how deep
the bay is or where you

can find crabs or rockfish? Birds?
Parks? Highways?”

Being artistic and good with comput-
ers are two necessary characteristics of
a good cartographer.

“I love my work, and all of us here
love our work because it involves a real-
ly cool combination of technical and
creative and artistic [skills],” Carroll
says.

Before computers, cartographers
did their work by hand. They would
etch lines into special
film and layer those
sheets on top of each
other to make a read-
able map. “We used
tools a little more so-
phisticated than pencil
and paper,” Carroll says.
“Now, of course, all that
stuff is done on comput-
ers.”

Computers also have
changed the way people
use maps. Instead of hav-
ing to figure out driving di-
rections, your parents can
simply plug addresses into Web sites
that tell them where to go. 

Even though looking up directions
online might be easier, Carroll suggests
that kids who are interested in maps
should do as he did — help their par-
ents find other routes.

“The greater fun or challenge is to
say, ‘Well, yeah, I am going from here
to here, but what is the way I would
rather go? What landmarks do I want
to see along the way? Or how can I . . .
just have more fun getting there?”

— Amy Orndorff

Mapmaker Finds a Different Route to Happiness

Jack (Georgetown) 50.8%

Screech (Nationals) 14.5%

Slapshot (Capitals) 8.3%

Talon (D.C. United) 10.0%

Testudo (Maryland) 16.4%

Last week’s survey

asked: My favorite
local mascot is . . .
More than 530

readers responded:SU
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Sneeze droplets travel 

70 to 100 miles per hour!

Read more about sneezing

in the Health section.
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