
TODAY’S NEWS
Teddy Bear Teacher 
Pardoned in Sudan
K A British teacher convicted of in-
sulting Islam by allowing her stu-
dents to name a teddy bear “Mu-
hammad” was pardoned by the
president of Sudan yesterday.

Many Muslims said Gillian Gib-
bons, 54, had insulted Islam’s
prophet Muhammad, the religion’s
founder. But Gibbons said she has
“great respect for the Islamic reli-
gion” and meant no harm.

Muhammad is a common name
for men in the Arab world. Muslim
scholars say that intent is key in de-
ciding if someone has violated Is-
lamic rules against insulting the
prophet.

Gibbons had faced a possible
punishment of 40 lashes. She was
released to British officials and
told not to return to Sudan.

Chimp 1, Students 0
K In a test of memory, nine college
students found out they are no
match for Ayumu the chimp. 

In the test, jumbled numbers
were shown briefly on a monitor,
then replaced by white squares.
Subjects were asked to touch the
squares, putting the numbers in or-

der (1 to 9, for example). 
When the numbers were shown

for one-fifth of a second, Ayumu
got the order correct 80 percent of
the time. Students were correct 40
percent of the time.

Some researchers think that hu-
mans gave up some memory skills
over time to make room in the
brain for language abilities.
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Ayumu puts college students in their place, the journal Current Biology says.

M ove over, Aesop, you’ve got company. It turns out that KidsPost readers are good fable-tellers as
well. Nearly 350 of you entered our fable-writing contest. With so many clever original tales of right
and wrong, it was difficult to narrow the list to the five featured here. These authors will receive cop-
ies of “The Fabled Fourth Graders of Aesop Elementary School” by Candace Fleming.

If you’re left wondering why your fable wasn’t selected, remember this: It is useless to attack that
which makes no sense.

A Fox’s Lesson

Once there was a small fox that
lived with his mother in a for-

est. He was very friendly and kind;
there was no animal who wasn’t his
friend. One day he saw a lion brutal-
ly fighting a wolf. This distressed
him, so he fled to his mother.

“Mother, why must there be such
cruelty in the world?”

His mother answered, “What if
there was no evil in the world?”

“Then everyone would be good!”
“No, son. No one would know

how to be good, since they would
never have seen the difference be-
tween good and evil. How do you
know if it is day if there is no night?”
she challenged. 

“Oh, I see!” replied the small fox.
The fox’s mother nodded. “Learn

from the cruelty of others, son, and
you will follow the path of good-
ness.”

The moral of the story is: A can-
dle is not bright until you see it in
darkness. 

Sherry Lee, 11, Lorton

The Fire Bell

The teachers at Washington Ele-
mentary school are obsessed

with safety. So it was nothing out of
the ordinary when the fire bell rang
and all the students filed out of the
building and onto the parking lot. 

“I wish we could have a real fire,
and all the school books would burn
up, and we would have to take the
rest of the year off,” Aidan whis-
pered to Matthew.

A few minutes later, the bell rang
again to signify that the students
could reenter the school. 

Two days later, students brought
something they valued to English
class. They were supposed to write
an essay about why it was special to
them. Aidan brought a baseball
signed by Babe Ruth; Matthew
brought a football signed by Santa-
na Moss. 

Just as Aidan was getting ready
to share his essay, the fire bell rang
and again the students all filed out
of the school. The teachers took at-
tendance as everyone waited for the
bell. But this time it didn’t come.

Just then a window exploded,
and flames leapt out. Most of the
students and the teachers
screamed, but the firemen arrived
and soon put the fire out. The build-
ing still stood, but the brick was
charred black and the interior had
been burned out.

Aidan told his mom he felt bad
about wishing
for the fire. 

“Be care-
ful what
you wish
for,” she
said.
“There’s
always a
chance you’ll
get it.” 

Jeb Bearer, 12, Bethesda

The Tiger and the Mockingbird

Once there
was a hun-

gry mocking-
bird who vis-
ited his neigh-
bors,
scavenging for
food. 

He knocked
on the door of
Bachelor Bad-
ger Bill. “Kind
sir,” said the
mockingbird,
“have you any
morsels to
spare for a
hungry neigh-
bor?” “Dear
friend,” replied Bill, “there has been a terrible
drought. My crops have failed. I cannot even fill
my own stomach, especially since all my dried
fruit went missing.”

On went the hungry bird to ask Roy and Ro-
salina Rabbit. Roy Rabbit answered the door.
“Pardon me, Sir Bird,” he replied to the mock-
ingbird’s question, “we have too many mouths
to feed. Our eighteen children have eaten the
pantry bare. We would have had enough, but a
thief in the night stole our lettuce.” 

At River Tree Lodge, the mockingbird
banged on Priscilla the Painted Turtle’s door
and explained that he was hungry. “Goodness!
I’m terribly sorry, but I’ve recently been robbed
of all my turnips. A striped stranger stole every
crumb. I have nothing for myself and must scav-
enge as well as you.”

The mockingbird next went to the home of
Christopher and Christina Corgi. “Have you
any morsels to spare for a hungry neighbor?” he
asked them. The Corgis howled: “Last night, an
intruder picked the cellar clean and took our
steaks and bones and biscuits. All the intruder
left were large claw marks on the walls.”

Into the woods went the hungry mocking-
bird. Ahead he saw a small, wooden, ram-
shackle house. He flew over to greet the striped
stranger he saw there. “Have you any morsels
to spare for a hungry neighbor?” he repeated.
“Why yes,” said the striped stranger. “I’ve been
looking for someone to join me at the table.
Please, come inside.”

They proceeded to the dining room, where a
warm fire crackled under an empty spit. On the
table was a platter with dried fruit, lettuce, tur-
nips, bones, biscuits and steaks. The center of
the platter was strangely empty. As the mock-
ingbird studied the table, he
began to realize that it was
full of the neighbors’
missing food, and that
the platter was meant
for — HIM! Before he
could fly away, large
claws gripped him.

Moral: Beware the one
with much when everyone
else has little.

Sam Clayton, 10, Chevy Chase

Fable of the Two Tween
Tweetie Birds

In a beautiful green meadow not
far from Washington lived two

tween tweetie birds with a common
ambition. 

Patty, the preteen pin-tailed pi-
geon, woke up extremely early to
purchase the most popular Jaybird
Brothers concert tickets. Patty’s
friend Lucy, the lazy, late-blooming
lark, also wanted tickets but slept in
three hours before flying over to the
ticket booth. 

Patty waited for ten hours in the
huge line and became very bored,
but noticed she was only 55 birds
away from obtaining the precious
tickets. A couple hours later, Patty
saw Lucy joining the line. 

Soon enough, Patty received her
tickets and headed off to a nearby
Seedbucks for some refreshments.
Lucy stopped to congratulate her, at
the same time regretting her deci-
sion to sleep in.

Moral: The prompt preteen pur-
chases popular performances prior
to the poky purchaser.

Maggie Quinn, 11, Bethesda

The Shy Lion and the
Determined Rabbit

One day a shy lion was walking in
circles. A determined rabbit

was sitting in the shadow of a hill,
watching.

The rabbit began making plans to
stop the lion from making himself
dizzy.

Then the rabbit pounced in front
of the lion. He said, “Stop walking
in circles or else!”

The lion was very surprised at
first. Then he said, “You can’t please
everyone!” 

Then he ate the rabbit.
Fatima Talib, 9, Rockville

Moral: Kids Are Creative
Once Upon a Time, Hundreds of Readers Entered a Fable-Writing Contest. That’s Not the End.
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SPEAK OUT
THIS WEEK’S TOPIC

Fables and Fairy Tales
Written short stories have

been around a long time. Ae-
sop’s fables go back more than
2,500 years. The Brothers
Grimm (Jacob and Wilhelm),
with whom we associate many

classic fairy tales, started pub-
lishing German folk stories in
the early 1800s. 

Of the five choices below,
which is your favorite? Go to
www.kidspost.com and vote. 

K My favorite fairy tale/fable is:
A. “Cinderella” 
B. “Jack and the Beanstalk” 
C. “Sleeping Beauty” 
D. “Rumpelstiltskin”
E. “The Tortoise and the Hare” 

SOTHEBY’S VIA ASSOCIATED PRESS

J.K. Rowling’s
handwritten
copy of 
“The Tales 
of Beedle the
Bard”
continues a
long history
of fables and
fairy tales.

Brass 12.2%

Keyboard 26.2%

Percussion 15.6%

Strings 28.2%

Woodwinds 17.8%

Last week’s survey
asked: What is your
favorite type of musical
instrument? More
than 400 readers
responded:SU
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Teammates, fans say goodbye to Redskins’
Sean Taylor. Page A1 and Sports.

More Stories for You

Here’s my favorite fable

moral: Fine collars don’t

make fine dogs.

TODAY: Sunny;
windy.

HIGH LOW

46 30
TOMORROW:
Cloudy; chance of
snow. High 42. 
Low 30.

ILLUSTRATION BY RENATA GUTIERREZ,
11, BROOKEVILLE

WEATHER
TRIVIA

WHAT IS THE
DECEMBER FULL
MOON CALLED?

ANSWER: LONG NIGHT OR
MOON BEFORE YULE.
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