
Nihaar Sinha and Max Kieff
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology

6560 Braddock Road, Alexandria, VA 22312

January 1, 2009

Dear President-Elect Barack Obama,

We, Nihaar Sinha and Max Kieff, are students at Thomas Jefferson High School 
for Science and Technology.  As concerned, young Americans witnessing how quickly 
our country’s economic conditions have deteriorated the past few months, we wanted to 
do our part in offering a solution to the challenges we face.  As juniors and co-Presidents 
of our school’s Consulting Club we initiated earnest conversations within membership.  
After much discussion we have put together a number of steps we feel will most 
effectively and responsibly bring the nation out of its economic problems.  Our creative 
solutions rest on fundamental economics as well as some fresh ideas and perspectives.

We were encouraged when you expressed an interest in getting involved in the 
DC community once you take office.  Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and 
Technology, the number one high school in the United States (US News and World 
Report, 2008), is located right in your backyard in Alexandria, Virginia.  In support of 
your statement that education will be a top priority in your Administration, we believe 
our school is a great example of the promise of the US public education system.

Our own backgrounds represent the type of bipartisan cooperation you have 
stressed so much in your campaign.  Nihaar was an Obama supporter while Max was the 
Youth for McCain Regional Coordinator for the McCain campaign.  Despite our differing 
political leanings, we were still able to come up with solutions with which we both feel 
comfortable.  Our nation needs this type of cooperation in these trying times.

In summary, our proposed solutions are the result of out-of-the-box thinking and 
analysis of familiar problems from unconventional viewpoints.  A focus of your 
campaign was to bring young people into the political process for the first time.  As 
motivated aspiring leaders of America who yearn to give back to our country, no matter 
our age or the enormity of our challenge, we hope you continue your efforts to make sure 
young people stay involved in the political process.  Being in the DC area and 
representing so many of the ideals you have talked about, we are extending our hand to 
build our relationship and realize its full potential.  Please consider our attached 
solutions. We look forward to hearing back from you.

Thank You,

Nihaar Sinha & Max Kieff
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 The Real Cause of the Problem

The July 2007 failure of Bear Stearns’ subprime hedge funds served as the spark 

that ignited the current economic recession. Since then the economy has been in steady 

decline, with no clear end in sight.  Amidst bank failures, home foreclosures, and 

plunging securities, every economist has tried to pinpoint the cause of our economic 

situation.  While these economists have focused on the mechanics of the problem, the 

fundamental cause lies in Americans’ perception of the problem.  Just as lenders and 

banks made risky investments because they perceived a perpetual rise in property values, 

current measures taken by the Government have had little effect because the general 

public perceives a perpetual decline in the economy.  The cause of the problem is also the 

solution to the problem.  Although the mechanics of the economic recession are 

important, an effective solution will target the American people’s perception of the 

problem.

To change the perception of the general public, one must first investigate what is 

causing them to act so bearishly.  To solve the problem, one must investigate the worries 

of the American people.  The average American’s economic concerns are centered on his 

job and his health.  When these fears are alleviated, the American people will take more 

risks and give the economy the stimulus it needs, through purchasing and investment.

Providing Job Security

In this time of financial crisis, job security is a major concern among the 

American workforce. This fear of unemployment is not unwarranted; unemployment 

recently reached 6.7% (Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2008) in November and will continue 

to rise as consumption slows. Unfortunately, fear of unemployment creates a self 



perpetuating cycle. As unemployment rises, employed workers fear losing their job and 

act cautiously: They invest and purchase less. This means that there will be less capital 

due to decreased investment and less revenue due to dropping sales. Businesses will 

downsize, workers will lose their jobs, unemployment will rise and the cycle will 

perpetuate itself. The government must take action to change the public’s perception of 

rising unemployment and to make economic growth viable.

The Thomas Jefferson Consulting Club believes the government could easily 

affect the widening cycle of unemployment. The problem is that businesses do not have 

sufficient funds to pay their current workers, much less hire new workers.  Fortunately, 

this lack of capital is largely due to the 39.3% average corporate tax rate (The Tax 

Foundation, 2008). It is fortunate because the reason these businesses do not have

sufficient capital to expand is because the government takes in taxes almost 40% of their 

revenue. A simple solution would be creating a corporate tax relief package.  This 

package would lower the corporate tax rate for companies who hold on to their 

employees.  The more lay-offs a corporation, the less of a tax break it gets.  This makes it 

profitable for them to hold on to their employees, helping alleviate a major fear of the 

American worker.

A Responsible Health Care Solution

Health care is a major concern for Americans right now.  At the close of 2007 

15.3% of the US population was uninsured, or 45.7 million people.  Uninsured rates have 

been steadily increasing for 20 years.  The fear of being uninsured in the event of a lay-

off is enough to keep many saving as much money as possible.  Furthermore, many 



individuals are unable to retire because individual plans are too expensive, thereby tying 

them to their employer’s group plan.  

The government will provide an optional plan similar to most employers’ group 

plans.  Unlike the bare-bones Medicaid program, this program will be comparable in cost 

and comprehensibility to most group plans.  Anyone who is unemployed or otherwise 

uninsured will be able to join this plan.  The plan will be three-tiered.  In the first tier, to 

cut costs surgeries and other medical procedures will be performed in US-inspected 

facilities in popular medical-tourism countries (Thailand, Malaysia, etc.).  Transportation 

costs will be taken care of by the government, with the money coming from premium

payments.  If an individual is not willing to go overseas for a procedure, he will have the 

option to go to selected hospitals in the US at a premium cost.  This will constitute the 

second tier of the plan.  If one wishes to have the flexibility to be treated at one’s hospital 

of choice, an extra premium will be charged, thus forming the third tier of the program.  

Since the money for transportation and other costs will be taken from monthly premiums, 

the entire program will be funded without touching a penny of tax revenue.  This way 

there will be an affordable and comprehensive health insurance plan without burdening 

the taxpayer.  Most importantly, it will help alleviate the fear held by millions of 

Americans of being uninsured.

Responsible Solutions

The steps outlined above will attack the problem at the root of the issue, which is 

negative perception.  Once these steps are executed, the other measures taken by the 

government which have proved ineffective thus far will start to bear fruit.  These 

solutions are also responsible measures that won’t handicap the US economy in the long 



term.  The fear of losing one’s job is alleviated while giving businesses more money to 

work with.  This is more responsible than giving corporations large sums of cash without 

holding them accountable.  The health plan offers an affordable solution to millions of 

Americans, attacking a key part of the fears that are influencing the negative perception 

of the people.  Especially notable is the fact that neither of these steps involves spending 

tax revenue, thereby keeping the burden off of hard-working Americans.  These are the 

responsible steps that will benefit the US economy not only in the short term, but also in 

the long run.


