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FBI agents have established that the
Watergate bugging incxdent stemmed
from a massive campaign of political
spying and sabotage conducted on be-
half of President Nixon’s re-election
and directed by officials of the White
House and the Committee for the Re-
election of the President.

The activities, according to informa-,
tion in FBI and Department of Justice
files, were aimed at all the major
Democratic presidential contenders and
— since 1971 — represented a basic
strategy of the Nixon re-election effort.

During their Watergate investigation,
federal agents established that hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in Nixon
campaign contributions had been set
aside to pay for an extensive undercov-
er campaign aimed at discrediting in-
dividual Democratic presidential candi-
dates and disrupting their campaigns.

“Intelligence work” is normal during
a campaign and is said fo be carried
out by both political parties. But fed-
eral investigators said what they un-
covered being done by the Nixon forces
is unprecedented in scope and inten-
sity.

They said it included:

Following members of Democratic
candidates’ families and assembling
dossiers on their personal lives; forging
letters and distributing them under the
candidates’ letterheads; leaking false
and manufactured items to the press;
throwing campaign schedules into dis-
array. seizing confidential campaign
files, and investigating the lives of
dozens of Democratic campaign work-
ers.

In addjtion, investigators said the ac-
tivities included planting provocateurs
in the ranks of organizations expected
to demonstrate at the Republican and
Democratic conventions; and investi-
gating potential donors to the Nixon
campaign before their contrlbutions
were solicited.

Informed of: the general contents of
this article, the White House referred
all comment to the Committee for the
Re-election”of the President. A -spokes-

man there sald, “The Post story is not’

only fiction but a collection of absurd-
ities.” Asked to discusz the specific
points raised in the story, the spokes-
man, DeVan L. Shumway, refused on
grounds that “the entire matter is in
the hands of the authorities.”

Law enforcement sources said that
probably the best example of the sabo-
tage was the fabrication—by a White
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House aide—of a celebrated letter to
the editor alleging that Sen. Edmund
S. Muskie (D-Maine) condoned a racial
slur on Americans of French-Canadian
descent as “Canucks.”

The letter was published in the Man-
chester Union Leader Feb. 24, less than
two weeks before the New Hampshire
primary. It in part triggered Muskie's
politically damaging “crying speech”
in front of the newspaper's office.

Washington Post staff writer Mari-
lyn Berger reported that Ken W. Clay-
son, deputy director of White House
communications, told her in a conver-
sation on Sept. 25 that, “I wrote the
letter.”

Interviewed again yesterday, Claw-
son denied that he had tlaimed author-
ship of the “Canuck” 18tter, saying the
reporter must have mlsunderstcod him.
“I know nothing about it,” Clawson
said.

William Loeb, publisher of the Man-
chester paper, said yesterday that al-
though the person who signed the let-
ter — a Paul Morrison of Deerfield
Beach, Fla—has never been located,
“I am convinced that it is authentic.”

However, Loeb said he is investigat-
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ing the possibility that the letter is a
fabrication because of another létter he
received about two weeks ago. The re-
cent letter, Loeb said, maintains that

another person was pald $l 000 to assist
with the “Canuck" hoax.

B. J.. MéQuid, editor-in-chief of the
Unicen ‘Leader,. sald "earlier this year
that Clawson-had been- “useful” to the
paper in coxmection with the “Canuck”
letter. Though McQuaid .did not elab-
orate, he tco said that he believed the
original letter was authentic.

Clawson, a former Washington Post
reporter, said yesterday that he met
McQuaid only briefly during the New
Hampshire primary while lunching in
the state with editors of the newspaper.

" He denied that he provided any assist-

4nce with the. letter. Clawson said the
first time he heard of the “Canuck”
letter was when “I saw it on television”
following the Muskie speech.

Immediately following his “crying
speech,” Muskie’s standing in the New
Hampshire primary polls began to slip
and he finished with only 48 per cent
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of the Democratic primary vote
~—far short of his expectations.

Three attorneys have told
The Washington Post that, as
early as mid-1971, they were|
asked to work as agents pro-}
vocateurs on behalf of the
Nixon campaign. They .said
they were asked to.underimine
the primary campaigns of
Democratic .candidates by . a,
man who has been. identified’
in FBI reports as an operative
of the Nixon re-election organ-,
ization. . .

All three lawyers, including
one who is an assistant attorney
general of Tennessee, said they
turned down the offers, which
purportedly included-the prom-
ise of “big jobs” in Washington
after President Nixon's re-ele¢-
tion. They said the overtures
were made by Donald H.
Segretti, 31, a former Treasury
Department lawyer whe ljves
in Marina Del Ray, Calif.

Segretti denied making the
offers and refused to answer
a reporter’s questions.

One federal investigative of-
ficial said that Segretti played
the role of “fust.a small fish
in a big pond.”” According to
FBI reports, at least 50 under-
cover Nixon operatives traveled
throughout the country trying
to disrupt and spy 6n Demo-
cratic campaigns.

Both at the White House and
within the President’s re-elec-
tion c¢ommittee, the intelli-
gence-sabotage .operation was
commonly called the “offen-
sive security” program of the
Nixon forces, according to in-
vestigators. U ‘

Perhaps the most significant
finding of the whole Watergate
investigation, the investigators
say, was that numerous speci-
fic acts of political sabotage
and spying were all traced to
thig “offensive security,” which

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

wa§ conceived and directed in
the White House and by Presi-.
dent Nixon's re-election com-
mittee.

The investigators said that a
major purpose of the sub rosa
activities was to create so
much confusion, suspicion and
dissension that the Democrats
would “be incapable of unifing
after choosing a presidential
nomihee. :

The' FBI's investigation of
the Watergate established that
virtually all the ‘Wets against
the Democrats were financed
by a secret, fluctuating $350,-
000-$700,000 campaign fund
‘that was controlled by former
Attorney General’ John N,
mitchell while he headed the
Justi_ce “Department.” Later,!
when he served as President
Nixon's campaign' manager,
Mitchell shared contral of the
fund with others. The money
‘was'kept in a safe in the office
of the President’s -chief fupd-
raiser, ~ former Secretary of
Commerce Maurice Stans. -

According to sources close
to the Watérgate investigation,
much of the FBI's information
1s expected to be revealed at
the trial of the seven menin-
;dicted on charges of conspir-
/Ing to eavesdrop on Demo-
‘erati¢  headquarters at the
-Watergate.

“There is some very power-
ful information,” said one fed-
eral official, “especially if it
becomes known before Nov. 7.”

A glimpse of the Nixon cam-
‘paign’s spying and disruptions

are to be found in the activi-
ties of Segretti. According to
investigators, Segretti’s work
was financed, through middle-
men, by the $350,000-$700,000
fund.

Asked by The Washington
Post to discuss Segretti, three
FBI and Justice Department

officials involved in the Wat-’
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ergate probe refused. At the
mention of Segretti's name,
each said—in the words of one
—"“That’s part of the Water-
gate investigation.” One of the
officials, however, became
angry at the mention of Se-
gretti’'s name and character-
ized his activities as “indes-
cribable.” ‘

Segretti, visited in his West
Coast apartment last week by
{Washington Post special corre-
spondent Robert Meyers, re-
peatedly answered questions
'by ‘saying “I don’t know,” “I
'don’t have to answer that’
and “No comment.” After 15
minutes, he said: “This is ma-
terial for a good novel, it's ri-
diculous,” and chéSed the re-
porter. outside, When he at-
tempted to také a picture.

Accprdiﬂg to the three attor-
‘neys interviewed hy The Post,
Segretti attempted to hire
them in 1971 as undercover
agents working .n behalf of
President Nixon's re-election.
All three sald they first met
Segretti in 1968, when they
served together in Vietnam as
captains in the Army Judge
Advocate General-Corps.

One of the-lawyers, Alex B.
Shipley, & Democrat who is
now assistant attorney general
of Tennessee, said Sergretti
told him, “Money would be no'
problem, but the people we:
would be working for wanted!
results for the cash that would'
be spent.”

Shipley, 30, added: *'He (Se-
gretti) also told me that we
would be taken care of after
Nixon's re-election, that |1
would get a good job in the
government,”

According to Shipley. Se-
i gretti said that the undercover
work would require false iden-
tification papers under an as-
sumed name; that Shipley re-
cruit five more persons, pre-
ferably lawyers, for the job:

that they would attempt to
disrupt the schedules of Dem-
ocratic candidates and obtain
information from their cam-
paign organizations; that Shi-
pley would not reveal to Se-
gretti the rniames o1 the men
he would hire; and that Se-
gretti could never reveal to|
Shipley specifically who was
supplying the money for the
operation.

Shipley recalled in .a tele.
iphone interviéw: “I shid, ‘How
in hell are we going to be
taken care of if no one knows:
what we're doing? and Se.
gretti said: ‘Nixon knows that
something is being done. It's a
tvpical deal’ Segretti said;
‘Don’t-t el 1-m e-anything-and.I.!
won't-know.’

Segretti’s first approack,
said Shipley, came on June 27,
1971. “He called me before
then and told me he would
be in Washington and he came
to a dinner party-at my apart-
ment at South Four Towers

otaged

:(4600 S. Four Mile Run Drive,
|Arlington) the night before,”
;said Shipley. “Nothing was
said about it then. The next
jmorning I met him for break-
fast and drove him to the air-
iport—Dulles.”

' According to Shipley, he
‘picked Segretti up that morn-
ing, a Sunday, at the George-
'town Inn, where—hotel rec-
‘ords show—a Donald H. Se-
‘gretti stayed in room 402 on
June 25 and June 26, 1971
(total bill $54.75, including
'$2.25 in telephone calls). In ad-
dition, travel records obtained
by The Washington Post show
that Segretti bought a Wash-
ington-San  Francisco-Monte-
rey (Calif.) airline ticket on
June 27 (departure Duiles).

. On the way to Dulles, said
Shipley, Segretti “first men-
tioned the deal. He asked
'would I be interested because
T was getting out of the Army.

We were both getting out

shortly ... and didn’t have
anything lined up. He men-
tioned on the way to Dulles
that we would do a little polit-
ical espionage.”

Shipley continued: “I said,
‘What are you talking about?’
He (Segretti) said: ‘For inst-
ance, we'll go to a Kennedy
rally and find an ardent Ken-
nedy worker. Then you say
that youre a Kennedy man
too but you’re working behind
the scenes; you get them to
help you. You send them to
work for Muskie, stuffing en-
velopes or whatever, and you
get them to pass you the in-
formation. They’ll think that]j
they " are helping Kennedy
against Muskie. But actually
you're using the information
for something else.’

“It was very strange,” Shi-
pley recalled. “Three quarters
of "the way to the airport I
said, ‘Well, who will we be
working for?’ He said ‘Nixon’
and I was really taken aback;
because all the actions he had
talked about would have taken
place in the Democratic pri-
maries. He (Segretti) said the
main purpose was tha' the
Democrats have an ability to
get back together after a
knockdown, drag-out cam-
paign. What we want to do is
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wrecak enough havoc so they
!

can't.”

Shipley said he told Se-

gretti, “Well, it sounds inter-,
esting; let me think about it.”

In addition to Shipley,
Roger Lee Nixt of Dennison,
lowa. and Kenneth Griffiths
of Atlanta, Ga., said they
lurned down similar offers
from Segretti, with whom they
'served in Vietnam. Both de-
clined to discuss the offers in
detail, but they acknowledged
that Segretti had told them
they would be engaged in sub
rosa _activities—similar to
those described by Shipley—to
aid President Nixon’s re-elec-
tion.

Still another lawyer who
served with Segretti in Viet-
nam, Peter Dixon of San Fran-
cisco, also said Segretti made
him an offer. However, Dixon
said he told Segretti *“No
thanks” before any detalls of
the job were revealed. “I said,
‘Gee, Don, I'm not interested
in political matters, and I'm
npot a Republican anyway,’ '™
| said Dixon, .

| The most detailed account
Iof' Segretti’'s activities was
given by Shipley, who said he
wrote a memorandum to him-
self about the episode “be-

cause it all
strange.”

At one point during the
four-month period when Se-
grettl was trying to recruit
him, said Shipley, he ap-
proached a friend who worked
for Sen. Albert Gore (D-Tenn.)
and was advised to try and
“string him (Segretti) out to
see what he's up to.” Although
“I don’t like these type of she-
nanigans,” Shipley sald, he
never subsequently contacted
anyone else about the matter
and said he has not been ques-
tioned by the FBI about Se-
gretti. |
During a meeting on Julyl
25, said Shipley, Segretti]
“didn’t go into much detail be-;
cause it was mostly ‘Are you
with me or not?”” When he!
asked Segretti exactly what|
would be expected of him in!
participating in clandestine ac-
tivities, Shipley said he was
told:

“ ‘Enlist people, be imagina-
tive’ One thing he stressed
was asking people who were|
fairly free to travel and (that)
he was asking lawyers because
he didn't want to do anything !
illegal. It wasn’t represented|
as a strictly strongarm ppera-
tion. He stressed what fun we
could have. As an example, he
gave this situation: i

“‘When a rally is scheduled:
at 7 p.m. at a local coliseum .
by a particular candidate, you
call up and represent to the
manager that you're the field
manager for this candidate
and you have some informa-
tion that some rowdies, some
hippies or what-have-you are
going to cause trouble. So you
ask him to move the rally up
to 9 o'clock—thereby insuring
that the place would be pad-
locked when the candidate
showed up at 7.”

Shipley sald he was asked
by Segretti to fly to Atlanta to
enlist their Army colleague,
Kenneth Griffiths, in the proj-
ect, but that he never made
the trip. However, when visit-
ing Griffiths last Christmas,
saild Shipley, “Griffiths men-
tioned to me that Segretti had
been in contact with him and
that Griffiths had expressed
absolutely no interest at all.”

The last time he heard from
Segretti, said Shipley, was on
.Oct. 23, 1971, when “he called
from California and asked me
te check into Muskie's opera-
tlon in Tennessee . . . I just
never did anything about it.”

“At one time during these
conjectural discussions.” Shi-
‘pley continued, “Segretti said
‘it might be good to get a false

seemed so

ocratic Candic

ID to travel under, that it
would be harder for anyone to
catch up with us. He men-
tioned he might use the pseu-
dolnym Bill Mooney for him-
self. . . .

“Segretti said he wanted to
cover the country,” Shipley
continued, “that he would be
more or less the head coordi-
nator for the country. But
some of the things he pro-
posed to do didn’t seem that
damaging, like getting a post
office box in the name of the
Massachusetts Safe Driving
Committee and awarding a
medal to Teddy Kennedy—
with announcements sent to
he press.”

“The one important thing
that struck me was that he
seemed to be wellfinanced,”
Shipley said. “He was always
flving across the country.
When he came to Washington
in June he said he had an ap-
pointment at the Treasury
Department and that the
Treasury Department was pick-
ing up the tab on this—his
plane and hotel bill.”

Segretti later told him, Ship-
ley said, that “it wasn’t the
Treasury Department that had
paid the bill, it was the Nixon
people. He said, ‘Don’t ask me
any names.’"”

(According to travel records,

H“Why?”
‘had said Segrettf.attethpted to

'Segretti  criss-crossed  the
‘country at least 10 times dur-
'ing the second half of 1871

Stops included Miami, Hous-i

ton, Manchester, N.H., Knox-

iville. Los Angeles, New York,,

Washington, Salt Lake City,
Chicago, Portland, Ore, Albu-
‘querque, Tucson, San Fran-
cisco, Monterey and several
‘other California clties.)

| (Federal investigators'lq'en-
itified the following jurisdictions
as the locations of the most
concentrated Nixon undercover
activity: Illinois, New York,
 New Hampshire, Massachusetts,
' California, Texas, Florida, and
Washington, D.C.)

Segretti told him one other
major element about his cov-
ert work, said Shipley: “He in-
tended to go into a law firm
near Los Angeles by the name
of Young and Segretti—he
said it was a cover, that he
would be doing only political
work.”

According to the California
Bar Association, Segretti's law

office is at 14013 West Cao-
tain’'s Row, Marina Del Rey,

Calif.

‘There, in an apartment sur-
rounded by comfortable furni-
ture, piles of photograph rec-
ords, tomato plants, a stereo
receiver, a tape derk and a 10-

ates

i .
speed bike, Segretti was found
last week by Pogt specigl cor

‘respondent Myers

Questioned  whethef he

‘knew Alex Shiplgy, Roger Lee

Nixt, Kenneth ‘Griffifhs or
Peter Dixon, Segretti® asked,
Informed t they

recruit them for undercover
ipolitical work, he replied: “I
don’t believe it Thén he de-
.clined to answer. a; series of
‘questions except; to}'say either
|“I dom’t know,” ,“No com-
ment,” or somg 'similar re-
‘sponse. (i

‘l At one point, ‘Segretti said:
'“This is all ridjeulous and
idon't know anything about
|this.” ‘

At another ;}dint he said:
“The Treasury Department
never paid my gyay to Wash-
ington or anyw-}gre else.”

Biographical details about
Segretti, who stdhds about 5
feet 8 and weighs about 150
pounds, are minimal.

From Army colleagues and
classmates at the Boalt Hali
School of Law at the Univer-
gity of California in Berkeley,
it is known that he was raised
on the West Coast.

After receiving his law de--
gree, he served as a Treasur,
‘Department attorney in Wash-
ington for less than a year, ac-
cording to friends, and then
entered the Army as an ofti
cer in the Army Judge Advo-
cate General Corps.

A Treasury Department
spokesman confirmed that Se-
gretti, in 1966 and 1967,
worked as an attorney in the
office of the Comptroller of
the Cur;rency herp.

About a year of Segretti's
1 Army service, Afriends said.
iwas spent in Vietnam. with
| Americal Division headquar-
iters in Chulai and U.S. Army
‘Vietnam  headquarters at
|Longbinh.




