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‘Fver since someone fingered Mark Felt as the all-
N Jbut mythical Deep Throat who gave Bobh Wood-
ward the keys to Watergate, I've had a soft spot in
my liberal heart for him. No matter that he has de-
nied being the Ultimate Source and no matter even
that Woodward, in a burst of candor, refuses all com-
ment. [ persist for reasons of my own in thinking
that Felt is The One. It would be just like him.

I base this not on any personal knowledge of Felt
or even because, as number two at the F'BI, he was
in a position to know most of what there was to
know. I base it instead on his recent conviction for
approving illegal searches — burglaries — during the

1970s to look for evidence that would lead to fugitive

members of the Weather Underground. This proves,
at the very least, that when it came to what he saw
as “the good of the country,” no law could stop Mark
IFelt from his self-appointed task.

If you like justice clean and neat, this case is not
for vou. On the one hand, it ought to be apparent
to everyone that the government cannot go around
Iweaking into the homes of innocent people without
a seatrch warrant. The right of Americans td be secure
in their homes is a basic one. In fact, it is a con-
stitutional one — the Fourth Amendment, to be spe-
cifie

Bul. on the other hand, neither Felt nor his co-
defondant, Edward 8. Miller, nor the FBI agents
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who did the so-called black bag jobs, had any doubts

that they were acting in the best interests of their-

country — and, regrettably, in the best tradition of
the FBI. Some of the agents probably thought what
they were doing was legal, while others probably nev-
er gave the matter any thought at all. As for Felt
and Miller, they entered the standard defense: They
were following orders.

And indeed they were. J. Kdgar Hoover, for one,
thought there was nothing wrong with an occasional

black bag job and so, for that matter, did his boss,.

Richard M. Nixon. But Nixon, it is now clear, felt
he had the authority to do whatever he wanted to
whomever he wanted. As for L. Patrick Gray III,
Nixon's choice to-succeed Hoover, he was the one,
you may remember, who thought destroying Water-
gate evidence was part of a good day’s work. At the
I'BI you can find precedence for anything.

"T'he case recks of stereotypes. You have the cliched
l-was-only-following-orders defense balanced against

just as cliched oaths about the power of government,
especially the awful power of awtul government. What
tends to get lost is the subtle human dilemma of
men who get caught committing a crime that they
did not think was a crime and which at any rate

they committed for what they thought was the good

of the country. This is not a case of someone abusing
his power for his own good, but a case of someone
abusing his power for the good of the nation. It
seems there ought to be a distinction.

Now let me get back to Deep Throat. To me, to
those of us in the press and to a whole lot of other
people, he is a hero. But to plenty of others, I bet,
he is no hero at all. He is something of a blabber-
mouth, a man who took it upon himself to decide
when and under what circumstances he would leak
secrets to the press. Had he been caught, he would
have had to answer for his actions, and no explanation
having to do with “the good of the country” would
have washed. Someone would have .shown him the
boundless government laws concerning secrets and
asked him which one authorized him to open up
such a big mouth, '

It is the same with the real-life Felt. I sympathize
with him and Miller and I do not think they were
evil men: But neither they nor the FBI nor even
the president can bhreak the law with impunity and
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then excuse themselves by citing “the good of the
country.” It is too slippery a standard.” To Deep
Throat it meant one thing and to Mark Felt it
. meant something else, even though the two may
turn out to be one and the same person. It you put
a lot of stock in heroes, this would mean that the

same person could he both a Hero and a \nllam iQ»‘
the left and both a hero and a villain to.the mght /

What this really means, of course, is that :thé
Founding Fathers were on to’sdmething when they'
based the government on laws and not on men. And
it they were right about that, then Mark Felt; was
wrong when he thought that he has some specxal dis-
pensation to break the law 1ust because he had a

firm view of what would be in the best interests of

the country. Deep Throat had a similarly firm view,
and what he was saying, more or less, was beware
of Mark Felt. Something tells me he was in a position
to know. .
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