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JOHN CORNYN, TENAS, WICE CHAIRMAN pLErHONE: £262) 2242841

F%;u: (202) 224~741¢
wnmvmmu g}n w‘l?ti%z& CANDAS (202) 228-3752
B United States Senate
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS

HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING, ROOM 220
SECOND AND CONSTITUTION AVENUE, NE
WASHINGTON, DC 205706425

January 30, 2007

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein
United States Senate
‘Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Feinstein:

This is in response to your January 10, 2007, letter concerning the application of Senate
rules to three gifts you received from close personal friends. You inform the Committee that you
were given a painting valued at $1,200 by Charlotte Schultz, that you received a crystal bow]
valued at $400 from Shirley Nelson, and that you received a crystal gavel valued at $200 from
Congresswoman Ellen Tauscher, You further inform the Commiitee that Ms. Schultz, Ms.
Nelson, and Congresswoman Tauscher are all close personal friends of long standing. You state
that neither Ms. Schultz nor Ms. Nelson is a registered lobbyist and that neither indjvidual has
discussed any business pending before the Senate with you. You further state that neither Ms.
Shultz nor Ms. Nelson obtained funds for their gifts from an outside source,

Senate Rule 35 prohibits a Member, officer, or employee of the Senate from receiving
any gift of a value of $50 or more, or gifts from one source (of $10 or more) that aggregate $100
or more during a calendar year. However, paragraph 1(c)(21) provides that the restrictions of the
Rule will not apply to “anything . . . provided by an individual on the basis of a personal
friendship unless the Member, officer or employee has reason to believe that under the
circumstances, the gift was provided because of the official position of the Member, officer or
employee and not because of the personal friendship.” Nevertheless, paragraph 1(e) of Rule 35
states that “no Member, officer or employee may accept a gift the value of which exceeds $250
on the basis of the personal friendship exception . . . unless the Select Committee on Ethics
issues a written determination that such exception applies,”

From the information that you have provided, it appears that both Ms, Schultz and Ms.
Nelson are longstanding close personal friends of yours, and thus, it appears that their gifts were
based on personal friendship as contemplated by the Gifts Rule. Thetefore, the Committee has
made 2 determination that the personal friendship exception provision of the Senate Gifts Rule
(see above) applies to these gifts. Given the value of the gifts, however, it will be necessary for
you to report these gifts on your Public Financial Disclosure Report covering calendar year 2006.

In regard to the gift from Congresswoman Tauscher, paragtaph 1(c)(6) provides that the
restrictions of the Gifts Rule will not apply to any gift from another Member, officer, or
employee of the Senate or House of Representatives. Therefore, under these circumstances, you
may accept the gift of the crystal gavel from Congresswoman Tauscher. Because the gift is
valued under $305, it will not be necessary for you to report it on your Financial Disclosure
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Report covering calendar year 2006.

Thank you for bringing this matter to the attention of the Committee. If you have any
additional questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Committee,

4

obert L, Walker
Chief Counsel
and Staff Director



