MEMORANDUM FOR; THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT: Moeting with Johm O'Neill,

I.

'V&M Veterans for a Just Peace
Jume 16, 1971
4300 p. m. (10 minutes)

PURPOSE; To cengratulates aad emcourage O'Neill.

. BACKGROUND: O'Neill came to Washington two weeks age to

sunounce the formatien of the Vietasm Vetersas for a Just Peacs --
an organisation specifically set wp to counter Xerry. O'Neill &d
s maguificent job, got on all three astworks extensively, vas ea
“Face the Natisn” June ith and thes withstoed a terrific barrage
from a heostile crowd oa the Cavelt Show Tharsday aad Friday
uights. In every TV appesrance he streagly defeunds Vietaam
veteraas, yeour Vietaamisstion pelicy asad hes beea consistently
challonging Kerry te a debats. Kerry has yet to agres.

At the moment O' Nelill is very discouraged by the sttitudes he
has encountered particuiarly eu the Cawvett Sheow last week. He
feels that he has dons his job and wants to go home to Texss and
got sway from the castern establishement. O'Neill plans to start
law school at the University of Texss on Aungust 15th. We are
trying very hard to keeop him fighting becanse we caa cestinue to
keep him out freat em TV through the sumxmer menths. He has s
strong sease of duty and will continne if he foels it is important to
you and the country.

O Neill gradusted frem the Naval Academy ia 19%7. He speat feur
years iu the Navy, Juns 1967 to Jume 1, 1971, sud spent almost
three ysars in the Seutheast Asia coambet sews receiving twe brease
stars for his service there. Nis father is s retired Rear Admiral.

PARTICIPANTS: Jehm O'Neill and Charles Colson
PRESS PLAMN: Ollle Atkine




Iol. RECOMMENDED TALKING POINTS;

1.

2.

3.

4.

You have beea very impressed with what you have heard of
kis activities over the past twe weeks snd you are mest
sppreciative of his very articulate and offective support.

He is doiag a geod job aad shoulda't get discouraged. He

is performing a great service to other veteraas who share
his views but have not had the forum te spesk eut. Hs is

going to rus into tough siteations but he shouwld keep going
becanse what he is deing is very impertant for the coumtry
and for veterans.

You are counfident that he, O'Neill, speaks for the vetasrsas;
Kerry does nat.

O’ Neill may bring up the importance of establishing 2 new
veterans beusfit pad education package. He is extremely
concernsd sbout the nsed to geot veterans off the wnemploymeant
rolis aad iute scheols.

RR; You should iadicate that you are aware of the problam

== and at the presemt time several plans are being studied.




