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THE 5 ECAETAIilY OF' AGRICULTURE

WASHINGTON. o. C.

20250.0100

November 12, 2004
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DearMr. Presi~ent:
"

, .

Ithasbeen a greathonoranddistinctprivilegeto serve you andyourAdministrationas
the27daSecretaryof Agricwturc,'

AsI have traveledthroughoutthecountry,there is no doubt that yourvisiOlland
leadershiphave strengthenedom farm economyandreinvigoratedAmerica's heart1aDd.
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Ournation's diverse'farmand foodsectoris strongerandmorevibrantthan ever before.
YOUIpolicies havehelpedfuel recordfann incomeandprovidedeconomicstimulusto
ruralAmcriCL Aggressivetradepolicieshaveopenednew marketsfor America's,
fannersand ranchers,resultinginrecord farmexports. Today,moreconservation tools
areavailable to enhanceour nation's naturalresources,and yourHeaI~y FOJeStsInitiative
is helpingpreventdevastatingwildfires. Underyour managementagenda,we have
improvedUSDA's operationsanddeJiveryof servicesthroughE-Govermnentprograms.

Afterthe attacksof September11,2001. yourleadershipensuredthatactions were taken
to betterprotectthe homeland,includingourfood supply. And,yourcompassion for
othershas strengthenedour nation's childnutritionprogramsandhelped-fight hunger
aroundthe world.

Mr. President,wehave made greatprogressduringthe past fouryearsand I feel nowis
an appropriatetime forme to moveon to newopportunities. I willalways be thankful
andhumbledthatyou entrustedmeto senreour nation during theseextnwrdinary times.
It is with that saDiehumilitythat I submitmyrmgnation to,YOutoday.

I will be forevergratefulfor yourleadershipand fiiendsbip. May Godcontinue tobless
you andyour family,and this greatnation thatwe all love.

Withwannestpersonalregards,

,~
Ann M. Veneman
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