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May 10,2004 

His Eminence Theodore Cardinal McCamck 
Chairman, Task Force on Catholic Bishops 
And Catholic Politicians 
Archdiocese of Washington 
P.O. Box 29260 
Washington, DC 2001 7-0260 

Your Eminence: 
. . 

W e  the undersigned are Catholic Members of Congress who are, increasingly 
concerned about statements made recently by some members o f  the Catholic hierarchy. 
indicating tha the sacvrnent of communion should be withheld from ccrtain Catholic 
legislators because of (heir votes on public issues. The focus has been on Jeg i s l i t~d  pro- 
choice position on abodion but his raises much broad- issues that concern all of us-, 

W e  firmlybclicve that it would be wrong for a bishop to deny the sacrament of holy . 
communion to an individual on the basis of a voting record. We believe h a t  such an action 
would be counter-productive and would bring great harm to the Church. 

Our concerns about the apparent threat of withholding a sacrament in ordtir to 
influentdio* a'degida~or acts go beyond the issue of pro-choice or pro-life, as indicated by 
the fact that some ofthe undersigned have "pro-life" voting records. While somc ofus differ 
on this issue, each and every one of  IJS is commitred to the basic principles h a t  are at the . . 
hart  of Ckholic social justice - helping the poor and underprivileged, pr&ecting the most 
vulnerable among us, and insuring that all Americans of every faith we given meaningful 
oppommitics to sham in the blsssings of rhis great country. 

We also mpbasiz.e that legisla~ors viewed as "ro-choice" can and do take steps , 

. 

cvcry day ,in thcir Congressional lives to advance respect for life and respect for the digniry 
of cvcry human being. In ,fact many of us became members of Congress to do just that. Thar 
commitment involves different things for different legislators but includcs pushing for real 
health care reform, reluctance before war and promoting alternatives to abortion,'such as 
adoption. Some of chose who are viewed as pro-choice have voiced o@position to cqpilal . . 

punishment, and are active on other issues affecting life, including hunger =lief and human 
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lights AI the same time, we Jivc in a nation oflaws and the Supreme Court has deolare'd 
that our Consdrurion provides ,women with a righl to an abortion. Members who vote for ., 

Icgislati~n consistent with ~ h ~ t  rnandaware no1 sdng contrary to our positions as faithful 
members. of the Catholic Church. We also do not believe that it is the obligation of : 

legislators to ph ib i t  all conduct which wc may, as a matter of personal morality, believe ' 

is  wrong. Likewise, as Catholics, we do nor believe it is our role to legidate the teachings 
of the Catholic Church. For any of us lo be singled out by any bishop by the rbfbsal of 
communion or od~cr public criticism because we vote in what we believe are rhe 
r'equir~ments of the United Srates Consdtdon and laws of our counny, which we are sworn 
to uphold, is deeply hurrful. We would remind chose who would deny us pankipation in rhe 

. . sacramenr of rhe Euchansr that wc arc worn to represent all Americans, not just Catholics. 
Church leaden musr recognize, as did the great Catholic th~ologian and scholar John . , 

. , , 

Courtney Munay. that in public life distinctions must be made between public and ptivate 
morality. Because we represent all of our constituents we mua, at times, separate our public 
ac~ions from our personal beliefs. 

As the bishops of the United States recently emphasized in the publication Faith11 
Citizenship: A Catholic Call to Political Responsibility, "In the Catholic tradition, 
responsible citizenship i s  a virturue; participation in the political process is  a moral 
obligation." AS legishators Wsq by thc pcople we represent, we take that moral obligation 
seriously. This means that we we called to rep~sent the views of our constituents even when 
those views may conflict with some of our personal views. 

If Catholic 1egislar.ors are scorned and held out for ridicule by Church leaders on the . 
,. 

basis of a single ksue, the Church will lose strong advocates on a wide range of issues that 
relate to h e  core of  imponam Carholic social teaching. Moreover, criticism of us on a matter . . 

d a t  is essentially one ofpersonal moralin/ 411 deter other Catholics fmm enming politics, 
and in the long run the Church wdl suffer. For many yeam Catholics were denied public . . 

office by voters who feared *at they would take direction from fie Pope. ~pponents to john .. ... 

F. Kennedy expressed the view rhar, if elected, his fi9t act would be to build a tunnel from , ' 

the white ~ o u s e  lo Romc. While (hatype 6fparano:id anti-Catholicismseems to be a thing 
of the past. ancmpts by Church leaders today to influence votes by thc thrcat of withholding 
a sacrament will revive latent anti-Catholic prejudice, which so many of us have workcd so 
hard .to 'ovmomc. 

. . 

Nor do wc see how the bishops could limit this punishment to the pro-choice issue 
alone, and we arc troubled by rhe possible consequences of proceeding down this road. 
Both the Holy Father and members of the U.S. hierarchy have condenmed the death penalty, 
as we11 as  the war in  Iraq. Will an individual bishop decide to deny communion to a 
legisbwr -Republican or Demo- - who has vo~ed in favor of the death penalty? Will 
another bishop decide la deny communion to a legislator who aurhorized the war in Iraq? 
Such iconduct would foster division within the Church as weJJ as div.ision between the. 



05/20/2004 THU 10:35 FAX 
.r?nY-IS-zBB4 11.:13 FROM': 

WASHINGTON POST METRO 
- 

hierarchy and the laity. And allowing a bishop to take actions that lead to involvement in 
pdisan poljtjcs would be detrimental to the Church. As the USCCB recognizes in fiithfil 
~itizenship, "The Catholic community is large and diverse. We are Republicans, Democrats, 
and Independents." Unfortunately, rhc~hrears of some bishops ro withhold communion from 
"pmchoice" legislators has h e  effect of miring the Church in pamsan politics and allowing 
h e  Church to"be used for partisan purposes. 

A11 of us firinly believe that we can be good Congresspersons and Calholics and we 
respenfully submit that, while sometimes difficult, each of us has the responsibiliry and the 
right to balance public morality with private morality without pressure from certain bishops. 
While we do not quation the authority of the bishops, we respectfully submit that each of 
us is in L c  bcsr posjtion' to b o w  t'hc stale of our soul and our relationship to God and our 
Church. Therle'fom, ~ a c h  of God's children should be the final judge as to whether it is 
appropria~e for them to receive the sacrament of comrnigion. 

We raise these,issues, norjust to address the immediate reports about the pro-choice 
issue, but to underscore the importance of Catholic teachings to all of us- It is reflected in 
the broad range,af issueswhere we have SO much d n i t y  with the Church. The Church has 
played a central role in all our oflivcs and insdlled'in us a value syrtcm that drives us to' 
fight for a bbmr life for all Americans. We . .  value . the Church, its teachings and are pmud to 
be Catholics. 

We thank you for your attention to this imponant issue. When your schedule pennits, 
represenmivcs of our group would appreciate. the opportunity of meeling with you and if, . 

' 

you feel ir appropriate, other members of your task force, so that we may begin a dialogue 
on these issues which are so important to the Church and to us. In the meantime, feel fkee 
to sharc this l&er with your fellow bishops. 

Sincerely, 



05/20/2004 THZT,,10: 35 FAX 
flH~-lJ-2@@4 11:13 FROM.: 

WASHINGTON POST METRO 

. . 

v 
' ED PASTOR - 

NICK LAHPSON . !:;',, 
. .. . ..-. 

' :r 
I 

4 s-- ._ 
A '  - i 

i 
\ ', BART STUFAK , . " . .  HAEL EL e . , CAPUANO 



05/20/2004 THU 10:35 FAX 
MY-19-2004 11:14 FROH: 

WASHINGTON POST METRO 
' .: 

006 
. , .  P. 6'8 

PETER A .  DeFAZIO 
... .. 

. . I  

h N E  EVANS . . 
.. . 

_ . - -. 



0 5 / 2 0 / 2 0 0 4  THZT 10:36 FAX WASHINGTON POST METRO 
.. .- . - @I 007 

MQY-19-2004 11:14 FROh: .- ,.. P.7'8 

M I K E  THOMPSON ." ,, 

. ,  



05/20/2004 THU 10:36 FAX 
ru,ir-1~-~33144 11: 14 FROn: 

WASHINGTON POST YTRO, ,, 
. . 00s 

, . .  . P.8'8 

. 
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DENNIS A. CARDOZA :' 

GRACE F. NAPDL , . 

LUIS V .  GUTIERREZ 


