Washington Post- ABC News Poll
December 2005

This Washington Post-ABC News poll was conducted by telephone Dec. 15-18, 2005
among 1,003 randomly selected adults nationwide. Margin of sampling error for
overall results is plus or minus three percentage points. Sampling error is only one of
many sources of error in this or any other public opinion poll. Fieldwork by TNS of
Horsham, PA.

*= less than 0.5 percent

1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W. Bush is handling his job
as president? Do you approve/disapprove strongly or somewhat?

———————— Approve —-—-——---- -—------ Disapprove ------ No

NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opin.
12/18/05 47 29 17 52 12 40 1
11/2/05 39 20 18 60 13 47 1
10/29/05 39 22 17 58 13 45 3
9/11/05 42 27 15 57 12 45 1
8/28/05 45 27 18 53 12 41 2
6/26/05 48 27 21 51 11 40 1
6/5/05 48 27 21 52 14 38 1
4/24/05 47 25 22 50 13 38 3
3/13/05 50 31 19 48 11 37 3
1/31/05 50 34 15 45 11 34 5
1/16/05 52 33 19 46 11 35 2
12/19/04 48 27 21 49 12 38 2
10/20/04 50 30 20 46 11 35 4
10/17/04 LV 54 35 19 45 9 36 2
10/16/04 LV 54 35 19 44 10 34 2
10/15/04 LV 54 35 19 44 10 34 2
10/3/04 Lv 53 36 17 46 11 34 1
9/26/04 50 33 18 45 13 32 5
9/8/04 52 35 17 43 11 32 5
8/29/04 50 31 19 47 13 34 3
8/1/04 47 28 18 49 13 36 5
7/25/04 50 32 19 47 13 34 3
7/11/04 48 31 17 50 11 39 2
6/20/04 47 30 17 51 13 39 1
5/23/04 47 31 17 50 14 36 3
4/18/04 51 33 18 47 13 34 1
3/7/04 50 32 18 48 12 36 2
2/11/04 50 30 21 47 14 34 2
1/18/04 58 35 24 40 9 30 2
12/21/03 59 39 21 38 15 23 3
12/14/03 57 37 20 39 10 29 5
12/7/03 53 32 21 40 13 27 7
11/16/03 57 34 23 39 11 28 4
10/29/03 56 30 26 42 13 29 2
10/13/03 53 33 20 43 13 29 4
9/30/03 54 34 20 44 15 29 2
9/13/03 58 35 23 40 14 27 2
9/7/03 56 34 22 41 13 28 4
8/11/03 59 37 22 37 14 23 4
7/10/03 59 35 24 38 13 25 3
6/22/03 68 45 23 29 11 18 4
4/30/03 71 50 22 26 17 9 3
4/16/03 74 52 22 23 9 14 3



4/9/03 77 58 19 20 6 14 4
4/3/03 71 54 16 25 7 19 4
3/23/03 68 NA NA 27 NA NA 4
3/20/03 67 NA NA 28 NA NA 5
3/2/03 62 38 23 35 13 22 4
2/23/03 60 NA NA 34 NA NA 6
2/9/03 64 42 21 34 14 20 3
2/1/03 62 41 21 34 13 22 4
1/28/03 62 43 19 36 13 23 2
1/27/03 59 39 21 37 15 22 4
1/20/03 59 36 23 38 16 22 2
12/15/02 66 37 28 32 12 20 2
11/4/02 LV 67 45 23 31 12 20 1
11/3/02 LV 67 45 22 32 12 20 1
11/2/02 LV 67 47 20 32 9 23 1
10/27/02 67 39 28 29 13 16 4
9/26/02 67 42 25 30 12 18 3
9/8/02 71 42 28 27 12 15 3
7/28/02 69 39 31 28 14 14 3
7/15/02 72 42 31 25 12 13 2
6/17/02 74 42 32 22 9 13 4
6/9/02 77 41 36 20 9 11 3
5/19/02 76 48 28 22 8 13 3
4/21/02 78 47 31 20 9 10 2
3/28/02 79 49 30 18 8 10 3
3/10/02 82 52 30 16 9 7 2
1/27/02 83 56 27 14 7 7 3
12/19/01 86 64 22 12 6 6 2
11/27/01 89 69 21 9 4 5 1
11/6/01 89 65 24 9 5 4 2
10/9/01 92 76 16 6 3 3 1
9/27/01 90 70 20 6 3 3 4
9/13/01 86 63 23 12 5 6 2
9/9/01 55 26 29 41 20 22 3
8/12/01 61 28 33 31 14 17 8
7/30/01 59 28 30 38 17 22 3
6/3/01 55 27 28 40 18 22 6
4/22/01 63 33 30 32 16 16 5
3/25/01 58 NA NA 33 NA NA 8
2/25/01 55 NA NA 23 NA NA 22
2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Bush is handling (ITEM)?
12/18/05 - Summary Table*

Approve Disapprove No op.
a. The situation in Iraqg 46 53 1
b. The economy 47 52 1
c. Health care 37 57 6
d. Ethics in government 48 49 3
e. The US campaign against terrorism 56 44 1
f. Immigration issues 33 58 9

*Items a,b asked of full sample. Items c,d asked half sample, items e,f asked
of other half sample.

Continued on next page



Trend:

a. The situation in Iraqg

———————— Approve —————--—-- ---—---- Disapprove ------ No

NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opin.
12/18/05 46 31 15 53 10 43 1
11/2/05 36 20 15 64 13 51 1
9/11/05 38 NA NA 62 NA NA 1
8/28/05 42 28 14 57 11 46 1
6/26/05 43 25 18 56 12 44 1
6/5/05 41 NA NA 58 NA NA 1
4/24/05 42 56 2
3/13/05 39 57 4
1/16/05 40 58 2
12/19/04 42 57 1
9/26/04 RV 47 50 3
8/29/04 RV 47 51 2
7/25/04 45 53 2
6/20/04 44 55 2
5/23/04 40 58 2
4/18/04 45 54 1
3/7/04 46 53 1
2/11/04 47 52 1
1/18/04 55 42 2
12/21/03 60 39 2
12/14/03 58 38 4
11/16/03 48 48 4
10/29/03 47 51 2
10/13/03 51 47 2
9/29/03 50 47 3
9/13/03 52 46 2
9/7/03 49 47 4
8/24/03 56 37 7
8/11/03 56 41 3
7/10/03 58 41 2
6/22/03 67 30 2
4/30/03 75 " " 22 " " 2
3/27/03% 69 26 5
3/23/03 71 26 3
3/20/03 65 29 5
3/17/03 64 29 7
3/9/03 55 38 8
2/23/03 55 39 6
2/9/03 61 37 2
2/5/03 61 32 7
2/1/03 61 35 3
1/28/03 58 38 4
1/27/03 57 40 3
1/20/03 50 46 4
12/15/02 58 37 5
11/4/02 LV 56 40 4
11/3/02 LV 57 40 4
11/2/02 LV 56 41 3
10/27/02 57 38 5
9/26/02 58 39 3
9/14/02 65 31 4
8/29/02 52 " " 36 " " 12
*3/27/03 and previous: "The situation with Irag and Saddam Hussein"

Continued on next page



b. The economy

Approve Disapprove No opinion
12/18/05 47 52 1
11/2/05 36 61 3
9/11/05 40 58 2
8/28/05 44 54 3
6/5/05 40 58 2
4/24/05 40 57 3
3/13/05 43 55 2
1/16/05 46 52 2
12/19/04 46 51 3
9/26/04 RV 47 50 4
8/29/04 RV 45 52 3
7/25/04 47 50 3
6/20/04 46 53 1
5/23/04 44 54 2
4/18/04 44 54 2
3/7/04 39 59 1
2/11/04 44 54 2
1/18/04 51 47 2
12/21/03 51 44 5
11/16/03 48 49 3
10/29/03 45 53 2
10/13/03 45 52 2
9/13/03 42 56 3
9/7/03 44 51 5
8/11/03 45 51 5
7/10/03 47 49 4
4/30/03 52 45 3
2/9/03 47 49 4
2/1/03 44 52 4
1/28/03 46 49 4
1/27/03 47 47 5
1/20/03 43 53 4
1/5/03 50 43 7
12/15/02 50 46 4
11/4/02 Lv 53 45 2
11/3/02 LV 52 46 2
11/2/02 Lv 55 43 2
10/27/02 51 43 6
9/26/02 51 47 3
9/8/02 57 40 4
7/28/02 57 39 4
7/15/02 58 38 3
4/21/02 64 33 3
1/27/02 62 34 4
12/19/01 67 27 6
11/6/01 72 23 5
9/9/01 48 48 4
7/30/01 52 45 3
6/3/01 53 41 6
4/22/01 55 38 7
3/25/01 50 42 8



c. Health care

Approve Disapprove No opinion
12/18/05 37 57 6
11/2/05 34 61 5
3/13/05 44 48 8
1/16/05 42 51 6
12/19/04 37 56 7
8/29/04 RV 39 55 6
7/25/04 38 53 9
6/20/04 39 57 4
4/18/04%* 33 61 5
3/7/04 32 62 6
2/11/04 32 62 6
1/18/04 37 55 8
12/21/03 34 56 10
10/29/03 28 63 9
10/13/03 30 60 10
9/13/03 32 61 7
4/30/03 34 57 9
1/28/03 40 47 13
1/20/03 36 51 13
12/15/02 33 58 9
*4/18/04 and previous: "The cost, availability and coverage of health

insurance"
d. Ethics in government

Approve Disapprove No opinion
12/18/05 48 49 3

Compare to:

How would you rate Bush's handling of ethics in government - excellent, good,
only fair or poor?

--- Excellent/Good --- --- Fair/Poor --- No
NET Excellent Good NET Fair Poor op.
Bush, 11/2/05 32 7 25 67 29 38 1
Bush, 10/29/05 34 11 23 64 29 35 2
Clinton, 1/26/00 37 8 29 62 22 40 1
Reagan, 11/20/88 37 5 32 59 34 25 4



e. The US campaign against terrorism

Approve Disapprove No opinion
12/18/05 56 44 1
11/2/05 48 51 1
9/11/05 50 47 3
8/28/05* 56 43 2
6/5/05 50 49 1
4/24/05 56 41 3
3/13/05 59 38 3
1/16/05 61 38 2
12/19/04 53 43 3
9/26/04 RV 59 38 3
8/29/04 RV 60 37 3
7/25/04 57 40 4
6/20/04 50 48 2
5/23/04 58 39 4
4/18/04 63 35 2
3/7/04 63 34 3
2/11/04 64 34 2
1/18/04 66 33 2
12/21/03 70 28 2
10/29/03 63 35 2
10/13/03 66 30 4
9/13/03 70 27 3
9/7/03 67 28 5
4/30/03 79 19 2
2/9/03 74 23 4
2/1/03 75 21 3
1/27/03 72 26 2
1/20/03 71 25 4
12/15/02 79 20 1
11/4/02 LV 76 22 1
11/3/02 LV 77 22 3
11/2/02 LV 78 21 2
10/27/02 74 23 4
9/26/02 70 28 2
9/8/02 74 24 2
7/28/02 81 17 2
7/15/02 83 15 2
5/19/02%* 79 19 3
4/21/02* 81 18 2
3/10/02% 88 10 2
1/27/02 88 10 2
12/19/01% 89 9 2
10/15/01% 92 5 3

*Asked very/somewhat follow-up

f. Immigration issues

Approve Disapprove No opinion
12/18/05 33 58 9
8/28/05 33 57 10
1/16/05 33 54 13

1/18/04 34 56 10



5. Please tell me whether the following statement applies to Bush or not.

12/18/05 - Summary Table*
No
Yes No op.
a. He is a strong leader 51 49 *
b. He is honest and trustworthy 49 50 1

*Half sample asked item a, other half asked item Db.
Trend:

a. He is a strong leader

Yes No No op.
12/18/05 51 49 *
11/2/05 47 53 *
9/11/05 50 50 *
5/23/04 62 37 1
4/18/04 64 36 1
3/7/04 63 36 1
2/11/04 61 38 1
12/21/03 67 32 2
10/29/03 62 37 1
9/13/03 66 34 *
4/30/03 74 25 *
12/15/02 75 23 2
7/15/02 75 24 1
7/30/01 55 43 2
4/22/01 53 42 5
10/9/00 RV 62 33 5
9/6/00 RV 65 28 7
8/20/00 RV 65 29 5
8/10/00 RV 67 29 5
7/23/00 RV 61 33 6
7/23/00 62 32 5
6/11/00 65 30 6
4/2/00 68 27 5
3/11/00 63 31 6
2/27/00 62 32 6
2/6/00 65 30 7
1/16/00 65 28 7
12/15/99 67 26 7
10/31/99 77 18 5
9/2/99 70 18 12
3/14/99 68 13 20

Continued on next page



b. He is honest and trustworthy

12/18/05
11/2/05
5/23/04
4/18/04
3/7/04
2/11/04
10/29/03
9/13/03
12/15/02
7/15/02
7/30/01
4/22/01
11/5/00 LV
11/4/00 LV
10/24/00 LV
10/15/00 LV
10/15/00 RV
9/6/00 RV
7/23/00 RV
7/23/00
12/15/99
10/31/99
9/2/99
3/14/99

Continued on next page

Yes
49
40
53
55
54
52
59
60
70
71
63
62
60
61
65
57
53
62
61
59
63
68
63
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No
50
58
45
44
45
45
40
39
26
26
34
32
33
33
30
34
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30
30
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12
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3/4. If the election for the U.S. House of Representatives in November 2006
were being held today, would you vote for (the Democratic candidate) or (the
Republican candidate) in your congressional district? (IF OTHER, NEITHER, DK,
REF) Would you lean toward the (Democratic candidate) or toward the (Republican
candidate) ?

Net Leaned Vote:

Dem Rep Other Neither Will not No

cand. cand. (vol.) (vol.) vote (vol.) opin.
12/18/05 A1l 50 41 1 3 1 4
11/2/05 All 53 36 1 3 2 5
11/2/05 RV 52 37 1 4 2 6
11/4/02 1LV 48 48 1 1 0 2
11/3/02 LV 48 48 * 1 0 2
11/2/02 1LV 50 49 * 1 0 2
10/27/02 1LV 47 49 1 1 0 3
9/26/02 All 46 42 2 2 5 3
9/26/02 RV 47 44 2 3 2 3
9/26/02 LV 49 47 1 2 0 2
7/15/02 All 47 45 1 1 1 4
7/15/02 RV 47 46 1 1 1 4
1/27/02* RV 43 50 NA 2 1 5
9/6/00 RV 49 42 2 1 6
7/23/00 RV 46 45 3 1 5
2/27/00 RV 45 46 2 1 5
10/31/99 RV 50 43 3 1 3
9/2/99 RV 48 44 3 * 5
3/14/99 RV 50 41 2 1 6
2/14/99 RV 48 41 3 1 7
1/30/99 RV 49 39 8 1 3
11/1/98 RV 51 43 4 * 2
10/25/98 RV 48 43 3 1 4
10/18/98 RV 49 44 3 1 4
9/28/98 RV 49 44 2 * 4
8/21/98 RV 48 45 3 1 3
7/12/98 RV 47 45 2 * 6
1/31/98 RV 49 40 2 1 8
1/19/98 RV 47 44 3 1 5
10/8/96 RV 51 41 2 1 5
9/29/96 RV 48 41 3 1 7
9/22/96 RV 50 43 2 1 4
9/15/96 RV 49 45 1 1 4
9/4/96 RV 48 44 3 * 5
8/29/96 RV 53 39 3 1 5
8/28/96 RV 51 40 3 1 5
8/27/96 RV 51 41 3 0 5
8/26/96 RV 51 41 3 0 5
8/25/96 RV 48 43 3 1 6
8/24/96 RV 47 43 2 1 6
8/19/96 RV 49 42 3 0 6
8/18/96 RV 45 46 3 0 6
8/15/96 RV 46 43 4 1 5
8/14/96 RV 48 42 3 1 6
8/13/96 RV 49 43 3 0 5
8/12/96 RV 49 42 3 1 5
8/11/96 RV 49 40 4 1 6
8/10/96 RV 49 41 4 1 5
8/4/96 RV 48 45 2 1 4
6/30/96 RV 49 44 3 * 3
5/22/96 RV 52 41 3 1 3
3/10/96 RV 51 43 2 * 4



1/21/96 RV 52 43 3 1 1
10/1/95 RV 49 44 3 * 3
11/6/94 RV 47 42 5 2 5
10/31/94 RV 48 44 4 1 3
10/23/94 RV 50 45 2 1 2
10/9/94 RV 46 47 3 2 2
9/11/94 RV 50 45 1 1 4
8/7/94 RV 49 42 4 1 4
2/27/94 RV 50 40 8 1 2
10/21/91 RV 51 41 4 * 4
7/28/91 RV 49 41 6 * 3
6/2/91 RV 48 42 4 1 5
11/4/90 RV 51 41 5 * 3
10/14/90 RV 50 41 5 * 3
9/9/90 RV 47 46 3 * 3
7/24/90 RV 51 41 4 1 4
5/21/90 RV 47 45 5 1 2
9/21-10/10/88 RV 52 41 2 1 4
9/19/88 RV 51 39 3 1 6
6/22/85 RV 48 44 5 * 3
10/16/84 RV 52 44 2 NA 5
9/11/84 RV 53 45 2 NA 1
7/8/84 RV 58 40 2 NA 1
10/27/82 RV 58 39 NA NA 3
10/11/82 RV 55 36 NA NA 9
9/13/82 RV 58 36 NA NA 6
11/22/81 RV 53 41 " NA NA 7

*1/27/02 and previous: No "other candidate" option recorded

6. Do you approve or disapprove of the way the U.S. Congress is doing its job?

Approve Disapprove No opinion
12/18/05 43 53 4
11/2/05 37 59 4
8/28/05 37 59 4
6/5/05 41 54 4
10/29/03 40 52 9
4/30/03 57 37 6
9/26/02 51 43 6
7/15/02 57 36 7
2/21/02 57 39 4
1/27/02 58 35 7
12/19/01 59 34 7
9/9/01 45 48 7
7/30/01 48 48 4
4/22/01 58 33 8
10/31/99 42 53 6
9/2/99 46 47 7
6/6/99 48 46 6
3/14/99 44 49 7
2/14/99 46 50 4
12/20/98 44 51 5
12/19/98 45 50 5
12/13/98 49 46 5
11/7/98 41 55 4
11/1/98 49 47 5
10/25/98 45 44 11
10/18/98 46 45 8
9/28/98 52 44 4
8/21/98 55 39 6
7/12/98 46 44 11
5/12/98 45 45 9



4/4/98
1/31/98
1/30/98
1/25/98
1/24/98
1/19/98
10/13/97
8/27/97
7/8/97
4/24/97
3/9/97
8/5/96
6/30/96
5/22/96
3/10/96
1/7/96
11/19/95
10/1/95
7/17/95
3/19/95
1/29/95
10/31/94
10/23/94
9/11/94
6/26/94
3/27/94
2/27/94
1/23/94
11/14/93
8/8/93
4/26/93
1/17/93
4/9/92
3/18/92
3/8/92
2/2/92
12/15/91
10/21/91
6/2/91
10/14/90
2/4/90
1/16/90
8/21/89
5/23/89
2/14/89
1/23/88%
6/1/87
6/22/85
5/83
6/81
6/79
9/78
6/77
6/75
8/74

*1/23/88 and previous:

Continued on next page

47
55
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56
55
47
36
39
40
40
35
42
35
35
30
31
27
32
34
39
42
21
18
24
34
35
32
29
28
33
30
29
17
19
22
32
35
45
49
34
41
39
42
54
53
43
56
54
33
38
19
29
34
29
48

45
35
35
37
38
49
57
54
53
53
60
52
58
60
64
65
68
65
63
56
52
72
78
70
61
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64
60
66
64
69
66
78
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73
64
59
50
46
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7. Do you approve or disapprove of the way your own representative to the U.S.
House of Representatives in Congress is handling his or her job?

Approve Disapprove No opinion
12/18/05 65 29 6
11/2/05 60 33 7
6/5/05 61 32 8
9/26/02 64 27 9
7/15/02 68 23 9
11/1/98 72 20 8
11/1/98 LV 73 23 5
10/18/98 68 20 11
10/18/98 LV 67 25 9
9/28/98 70 21 10
9/28/98 LV 71 23 6
7/12/98 70 18 12
1/19/98 74 19 7
4/5/95 65 25 9
10/31/94 51 38 11
10/23/94 49 43 8
9/11/94 53 35 12
6/26/94 59 31 10
3/27/94 62 26 12
1/17/93 60 29 11
4/9/92 47 39 13
3/18/92 49 40 11
2/2/92 56 32 12
12/15/91 60 28 12
10/21/91 64 27 9
6/2/91 61 26 14
10/14/90 64 29 7
5/23/89 71 18 11

8. What would you say is the one most important problem you would like to see
Congress deal with next year?

12/18/05
Economy 15
Jobs/Unemployment 2
Irag/War in Iraqg
Terrorism/War on terrorism/
Homeland security
Education
Health care 1
Medicare
Prescription drug benefits
Social Security
Taxes
Federal budget deficit
Environment
Global warming/Greenhouse
effect *
Immigration
Poverty/Homelessness/Hunger
Ethics/Honesty/Corruption in
Government
Gasoline prices/Energy prices
Crime/drugs
Other
No opinion
None
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STRAIGHT RANK ORDER

12/18/05
Irag/War in Iraqg 32
Economy 15
Health care 11
Immigration 6
Other 6
Terrorism/War on terrorism/
Homeland security
Education
Medicare
Social Security
No opinion
Jobs/Unemployment
Taxes
Gasoline prices/Energy prices
Federal budget deficit
Environment
Poverty/Homelessness/Hunger
Ethics/Honesty/Corruption in
Government
Crime/drugs
None
Prescription drug benefits
Global warming/Greenhouse
effect *
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Continued on next page



9. Overall, which party, the (Democrats) or the (Republicans), do you trust to
do a better job in coping with the main problems the nation faces over the next
few years?

Both Neither

Democrats Republicans (vol.) (vol.) No opinion
12/18/05 47 42 1 8 2
11/2/05 49 37 3 9 3
6/5/05 46 41 1 9 2
8/11/03 39 40 3 10 7
12/15/02 41 44 2 11 2
10/27/02 1LV 39 51 2 5 2
9/26/02 39 46 3 8 4
9/26/02 1LV 42 49 1 7 2
7/15/02 42 45 2 7 4
1/27/02 40 44 3 10 4
4/22/01 47 40 4 7 3
7/23/00 42 42 2 9 6
9/2/99 45 39 4 9 4
6/6/99 45 35 3 13 5
3/14/99 47 37 5 9 3
2/14/99 48 37 4 7 4
10/18/98 44 36 3 12 6
10/18/98 LV 43 42 3 10 2
9/28/98 49 38 2 8 3
9/28/98 LV 45 44 1 8 2
8/21/98 48 36 4 9 3
7/12/98 45 38 3 8 6
1/31/98 47 37 4 6 7
1/19/98 45 42 2 7 4
7/8/97 44 37 2 14 3
9/15/96 RV 45 38 3 11 3
8/5/96 43 38 3 11 3
6/30/96 46 37 3 12 3
5/22/96 47 38 3 10 3
11/6/94 RV 41 39 2 12 6
10/31/94 43 43 2 8 4
10/23/94 39 40 3 15 3
9/11/94 43 40 4 11 3
6/26/94 41 36 3 14 5
2/27/94 46 32 4 16 3
11/14/93 42 39 3 11 4
1/17/93 49 28 5 13 5
7/8/92 48 38 1 8 4
6/7/92 43 37 3 11 6
3/11/92 45 37 1 11 5
3/8/92 51 36 1 7 5
2/2/92 49 39 2 7 3
12/15/91 39 37 3 15 6
10/21/91 39 40 3 13 5

Continued on next page



10. Which political party, the (Democrats) or the
to do a better job (ITEM)?

12/18/05 - Summary Table*

Democrats Republicans
a. handling the situation

in Irag 47 44
b. handling ethics in
government 47 38

c. standing up to lobbyists
and special interest
groups 42 34

*Full sample asked item a; half sample asked item Db,

Trend where available:

a. handling the situation in Iraqg

Both

Democrats Republicans (vol.)
12/18/05 47 44 2
11/2/05 48 37 2
12/15/02%* 30 56 4
10/27/02 LV 31 58 3
9/26/02 LV 30 61 3
9/26/02 33 52 6

*12/15/02 and previous: "The situation with Iraqg

b. handling ethics in government

Both

Democrats Republicans (vol.)
12/18/05 47 38 2
11/2/05 42 36 3

c. No trend.

Continued on next page

(Republicans), do you trust

Both Neither
(vol.) (vol.)
2 6
2 10
2 17

Neither No
(vol.) op.
6 2

11 2

7 3

4 4

3 2

4 6

and Saddam Hussein"

Neither No
(vol.) op.
10 3
16 3

No
op.

other half asked item c.



11. Would you describe the state of the nation's economy these days as
not so good or poor?

excellent,

12/18/05
11/2/05
9/11/05
6/5/05
4/24/05
9/26/04 RV
8/29/04 RV
7/25/04
6/20/04
4/18/04
3/7/04
1/18/04
12/21/03
10/29/03
9/13/03
8/11/03
4/30/03
2/9/03
1/20/03
12/15/02
11/4/02 LV
11/3/02 LV
11/2/02 LV
9/26/02
7/15/02
2/21/02
1/27/02
9/20/01
9/9/01
7/30/01
4/22/01
1/15/01
10/27/00 LV
10/26/00 LV
6/11/00
2/27/00
10/31/99
9/2/99
3/14/99
11/1/98
11/1/98 1LV
10/13/97
7540

Continued on next page

good,

--- Excellent/Good ----
Excellent

NET
45
35
40
44
37
46
45
46
45
43
39
42
42
33
30
32
35
28
25
35
28
27
29
31
39
30
31
38
33
50
50
70
86
86
74
80
74
76
80
73
78
61
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Good

39
32
37
40
35
43
41
42
41
39
37
39
39
32
27
30
34
27
25
33
27
26
28
28
36
29
29
35
32
46
47
59
61
61
57
55
56
57
58
61
65
49

---- Not so good/Poor —----

NET Not so good

55
65
59
56
63
53
55
53
55
57
60
58
57
67
70
68
64
72
74
65
72
72
71
69
61
69
69
60
66
50
50
29
14
14
26
20
26
23
19
26
22
39

38
36
37
38
44
38
37
39
38
39
38
42
41
45
45
43
46
49
48
44
55
56
54
50
44
51
50
47
47
39
40
24
11
11
19
14
18
16
15
21
19
27

Poor

17
29
22
19
20
15
18
14
17
18
22
16
16
23
25
25
19
23
26
21
17
17
17
19
17
18
19
14
19
12
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12. On another subject: All in all, considering the costs to the United States
versus the benefits to the United States, do you think the war with Irag was
worth fighting, or not? Do you feel that way strongly or somewhat?

-—-- Worth fighting --- --- Not worth fighting -- No

NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly op.
12/18/05 46 33 14 52 11 42 1
11/2/05 39 25 13 60 12 48 1
8/28/05 46 33 12 53 9 44 1
6/26/05 46 33 13 53 10 43 1
6/5/05 41 29 12 58 12 46 1
4/24/05 44 31 13 54 12 42 2
3/13/05 45 34 11 53 11 42 2
1/16/05 44 32 12 55 10 45 1
12/19/04 42 31 11 56 10 47 2
10/3/04 v 49 34 15 48 11 37 3
9/26/04 RV 46 35 12 51 8 42 3
9/8/04 RV 51 38 13 45 10 34 4
8/29/04 RV 48 34 14 50 11 39 2
7/25/04 49 36 13 48 11 37 3
6/20/04 47 32 14 52 13 39 2
5/23/04 48 35 13 50 13 37 1
5/6/04 49 NA NA 47 NA NA 5
4/18/04 51 47 2
3/7/04 52 44 3
2/11/04 48 50 2
1/18/04 56 41 3
12/21/03 59 39 2
12/14/03 53 42 5
11/16/03 52 44 4
10/29/03 54 44 2
10/13/03 54 44 2
9/13/03 61 37 2
9/7/03 54 42 4
8/24/03 57 37 5
8/11/03 61 35 4
7/10/03 57 40 3
6/22/03 64 33 3
4/30/03 70 " " 27 " " 4
2/2/92% 66 NA NA 32 NA NA 2
7/28/91 67 30 3
6/2/91 70 26 3
3/4/91 86 " " 13 " " 1

*2/2/92 and previous: "the Persian Gulf war"; 3/4/91: "this war”

Continued on next page



13. Do you think the war with Irag has or has not contributed to the long-term
security of the United States? IF YES: Has it contributed to the long-term
security of the United States a great deal or somewhat?

————————— Contributed ---———--- Has No

NET Great deal Somewhat not opin.
12/18/05 54 32 22 44 2
11/2/05 46 25 21 52 2
8/28/05 49 29 20 49 2
6/26/05 52 31 22 46 1
6/5/05 47 24 22 52 1
3/13/05 52 29 23 46 2
1/16/05 50 30 21 47 3
12/19/04 51 27 23 46 4
10/3/04 LV 53 32 22 42 4
9/26/04 RV 54 36 18 42 4
9/8/04 RV 57 36 22 40 3
8/29/04 RV 54 33 20 42 4
7/25/04 51 32 19 45 3
6/20/04 51 28 23 46 2
5/23/04 54 30 24 43 3
4/18/04 57 33 24 40 3
3/7/04 57 29 29 40 3
2/11/04 58 32 26 38 4
1/18/04 59 34 25 38 3
12/21/03 62 34 29 34 4
7/10/03% 62 33 29 35 3

*"did or did not"

14. (HALF SAMPLE) Do you think the Bush Administration does or does not have a
clear plan for handling the situation in Irag?

Does Does not No opinion
12/18/05 40 59 1
3/13/05 42 57 2
5/23/04 40 58 2
5/6/04 38 57 5
4/18/04 45 53 2
3/7/04 43 53 3
12/21/03 48 47 5
10/13/03 42 53 5
9/13/03 42 55 2
8/26/03* 44 54 2

*Gallup.

15. (HALF SAMPLE) Do you think the Democrats in Congress do or do not have a
clear plan for handling the situation in Irag?
Does Does not No opinion

12/18/05 23 74 3

Continued on next page



16. Do you think the number of U.S. military forces in Irag should be
(increased), (decreased), or kept about the same?

Kept about No
Increased Decreased the same opinion
12/18/05 9 52 36 3
11/2/05 15 47 36 3
8/28/05 21 41 35 4
6/26/05 16 38 44 2
3/13/05 15 44 36 4

17. (IF DECREASED, Q16) Should all U.S. forces in Irag be withdrawn
immediately, or should they be decreased, but not all withdrawn immediately?

Withdrawn Decreased but not No
immediately withdrawn immediately opinion
12/18/05 23 77 0
11/2/05 38 61 *
8/28/05 33 66 1
6/26/05 34 66 1
3/13/05 27 72 1
16/17 NET:
—————————————— Decreased —-—————-———————- Kept about No
Increased NET All/immed. Not all/not immed. DK the same op.
12/18/05 9 52 12 40 * 36 3
11/2/05 15 47 18 29 * 36 3
8/28/05 21 41 13 27 * 35 4
6/26/05 16 38 13 25 * 44 2
3/13/05 15 44 12 31 1 37 4

18. Some people say the Bush administration should set a deadline for
withdrawing U.S. military forces from Irag in order to avoid further
casualties. Others say knowing when the U.S. would pull out would only
encourage the anti-government insurgents.

Do you yourself think the United States should or should not set a deadline for
withdrawing U.S. forces from Irag?

Should set Should not set No

a deadline a deadline opinion
12/18/05 39 60 1
8/28/05 39 59 2

Continued on next page



19. (IF SET DEADLINE, Q18) When do you think the deadline should be for
withdrawing U.S. forces from Irag - within six months, within a year, within
two years, or longer than that?

Six One Two Longer
months year years than that Other No op.
8/28/05 45 35 12 4 2 1

18/19 NET:
—————————— Should set deadline----------
Six One Two Should not No
NET months vyear vyears Longer Other set deadline op.
12/18/05 39 17 14 5 2 1 60 1

20. If a candidate for Congress favors setting a deadline for withdrawing U.S.
forces from Irag within the next year or so, would that make you more likely to
(support) that candidate for Congress, more likely to (oppose) that candidate,
or wouldn't it make much difference in your vote?

More likely More likely Wouldn’t make No
to support to oppose much difference opinion
12/18/05 22 28 48 2

21. (HALF SAMPLE) Do you think the United States is or is not making
significant progress toward restoring civil order in Irag?

Is making Is not making No
significant progress significant progress opinion

12/18/05 60 37 2
11/2/05 44 55 2
8/28/05 48 50 2
6/26/05 48 51 1
12/19/04 44 49 7
6/20/04 51 48 1

22. (HALF SAMPLE) Do you think the United States is or is not making
significant progress in establishing a democratic government in Irag?

Is making Is not making No

significant progress significant progress opinion
12/18/05 65 31 4
11/2/05 47 48 6
12/19/04 48 44 8
6/20/04 50 48 3
5/23/04 38 57 5

Continued on next page



23. Do you think the elections held in Iraqg (this week/last week) did or did
not bring the United States closer to the day U.S. forces can be withdrawn from
Iraqg?

Did Did not No opinion
12/18/05 71 23 6

Compare to:
(HALF SAMPLE) Do you think the elections held in Iraqg this past January did or

did not bring the United States closer to the day U.S. forces can be withdrawn
from Iraqg?

Did Did not No opinion
3/13/05 61 36 3
1/16/05% 57 39 4

*"Do you think holding these elections will or will not bring"
24. Do you think Bush has or has not done enough to explain the reasons the
United States is in Irag?

Yes, he has No, he has not No opinion

12/18/05 39 60 1

25. Do you think the war with Irag has or has not encouraged democracy in other
Arab nations?

————————— Encouraged --------- Has No

NET Great deal Somewhat not opin.
12/18/05 47 13 34 50 4
6/26/05 49 14 35 48 2

26. (HALF SAMPLE) All told, do you think the United States is winning or losing
the war in Irag?

Winning Losing Neither/It's a tie (vol.) No opinion
12/18/05 56 34 8 2
8/28/05 51 38 8 3
27. (HALF SAMPLE) All told, do you think the United States will win or lose

the war in Irag?

Win Lose Neither/It will be a tie (vol.) No opinion
12/18/05 60 27 7 6

Continued on next page



35. Do you think abortion should be legal in all cases, legal in most cases,
illegal in most cases or illegal in all cases?

——————— Legal - ————-- -———-- TIllegal --———-
All Most Most All No
NET cases cases NET cases cases opin.

12/18/05 56 17 40 41 27 13 3
4/24/05 56 20 36 42 27 14 3
12/19/04 55 21 34 42 25 17 3
5/23/04 54 23 31 44 23 20 2
1/20/03 57 23 34 42 25 17 2
8/12/01 49 22 27 48 28 20 3
6/24/01 52 22 31 43 23 20 4
1/15/01 59 21 38 39 25 14 1
9/6/00 RV 55 20 35 42 25 16 3
7/23/00 53 20 33 43 26 17 4
9/2/99 56 20 37 42 26 15 2
3/14/99 55 21 34 42 27 15 3
7/12/98 54 19 35 42 29 13 4
8/5/96 56 22 34 41 27 14 3
6/30/96 58 24 34 40 25 14 2
10/1/95 60 26 35 37 25 12 3
9/21/95 60 24 36 36 25 11 4
7/17/95 59 27 32 40 26 14 1

36. It’s been reported that the CIA is holding people suspected of involvement
with the al-Qaeda terrorist group in secret prisons in foreign countries, where
U.S. laws do not apply. Would you regard this as an acceptable or unacceptable
part of the U.S. campaign against terrorism?

Acceptable Unacceptable No opinion
12/18/05 53 44 3

37. Just your best guess, do you think the U.S. government as a matter of
policy is or is not using torture as part of the U.S. campaign against
terrorism?

Is using torture Is not using torture No opinion
12/18/05 56 39 5
5/23/04 51 43 6

Continued on next page



38. Would you regard the use of torture against people suspected of involvement
in terrorism as an acceptable or unacceptable part of the U.S. campaign against
terrorism?

Depends on the No
Acceptable Not acceptable the torture (vol.) op.
12/18/05 32 64 3 2

Compare to:

Some people say (it's acceptable to torture people suspected of terrorism, in
cases where other methods have failed and the authorities believe the suspect
has information that could prevent terrorist attacks and save lives.) Other
people say (the use of torture is never acceptable because it's cruel, it may
violate international law, it may not work, and it could be used unnecessarily
or by mistake on innocent people.)

What's your view - do you think (it's acceptable to torture people suspected of
terrorism in some cases), or do you think (the use of torture is never
acceptable) ?

Torture is Torture 1is No
acceptable in some cases never acceptable opinion
5/23/04 35 63 1

*k kEND** *



