Where are the jobs?

The financial crisis and resulting recession led employers to shed jobs
by the millions. While the economy is expanding again, jobs are being
added slowly and unevenly across different sectors. This chart shows
which industries are adding jobs and which are still in bad shape.
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The nation began shedding
jobs at the beginning of 2008,
first slowly, then steeply.
Since early 2010, employers
have gradually added jobs.
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Construction

Manufacturing

Information

Includes publishing,
broadcasting and
Internet products

Financial activities

Includes finance,
insurance and
real estate

Trade,
transportation
and utilities
Includes retail jobs

Professional and
business services

Other services

Includes household
services and nonprofits

Leisure and
hospitality

Government

Mining and logging
Includes oil and
natural gas extraction

Education and
health services

With a real estate bust at the
roots of the economic
downturn, the construction
industry has been hardest hit.

Jobs were slashed early and
aggressively as demand for all
sorts of manufactured goods
— particularly big-ticket items
like automobiles —
plummeted.

Technological change is
reshaping these industries,
even as they took a hit from
the recession.

These industries suffered early
on during the financial crisis,
aggressively cutting jobs
before many other industries.

Hiring in this sector is a close
reflection of overall economic
activity.

Performance has been
overwhelmingly driven by
temporary help services.

These industries were only
mildly affected by the
downturn.

While hotels and restaurants
have seen business slow,
Americans have not cut back
on these services as much as
they have elsewhere.

The government slowly added
employees during the
recession but has shed jobs
since the spending under
President Obama’s stimulus
program ended.

The ups and downs in jobs in
this sector follow the price of
commodities like oil and
metals.

These sectors have been the
steadiest source of job
creation through the
recession and its aftermath.

NOTE: March and April 2011 data are preliminary.
SOURCE: Bureau of Labor Statistics

The industry began cutting jobs early, as home IIIIIIIIIII Construction employment remains 5.5 million

building and commercial real estate activity dried up.
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stuck in the doldrums.
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The sector has been improving, amid productivity gains, ~ 11.7 million
lower wages and a weaker dollar, which helps exports.
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The slow bleed of jobs has 2.7 million
continued in recent months.
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As times have improved, stores and shipping  24.9 million
companies have needed more workers.
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Firms cut temporary workers more aggressively than their 17.1 million
own employees, but the sector has recovered sharply.
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The census added and then shed hundreds of thousands ~ 14-2 million
of jobs, and recent budget cuts have added to the losses.
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After rising sharply at the start of the recession, commodity The prices of oil and other 0.8 million
prices plummeted as it got worse and spread globally. energy sources have been rising.
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