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! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !  22 September 2008 

Dear Senator Inouye, 

!

I am the father of 1LT Jonathan Brostrom who was killed in action on 13 July in 

the battle of Wanat Afghanistan.  I respectfully request that you engage the U.S. Military 

and civilian leadership in Afghanistan, CENTCOM and Washington D.C. in answering 

my concerns pertaining to conditions and decisions that led to the death of my son and 

the eight other brave soldiers who gave the ultimate sacrifice for their country.   I am 

concerned that the Army’s 15-6 investigation will not address the more fundamental 

issues that could have been major contributors to the unacceptable numbers of U.S. 

dead and wounded inflicted on the 173d Infantry Brigade on the 13th of July 2008.   I 

respectfully request that you ensure a detailed investigation that not only focuses on the 

173rd Infantry Brigade but also the CJTF 101st Airborne Division, ISAF, CENTCOM 

Headquarters, Joint Staff and the Army Staff.   The Taliban on 13 July achieved a 

significant victory over US Forces inflicting the largest casualties since 2005 and 

demonstrating that they have the ability to quickly mass a formidable force and surprise 

US Forces without warning.  This attack also highlighted significant shortfalls in our 

current strategy in Afghanistan putting U.S. Forces at unacceptable risk.   

In May of 2008 I had an opportunity to talk to my son at length during his mid tour 

leave.  He was a highly trained,  Ranger , Infantry  officer, seasoned by many months of 

high intensity combat in Afghanistan and was an expert in the business of small unit 

ground combat.  He knew precisely the Army’s tactics, techniques and procedures and 

what it took to successfully accomplish missions.   My son showed me actual combat 

videos of his platoon being engaged by Taliban forces at his Forward Operating Base 

Camp Bella.  FOB Bella was located in the Kunar Province in very rough isolated terrain 

20 kilometers away from the Battalion main FOB Camp Blessing and only accessible by 

helicopter.  I was shocked at the strength, ability and frequency of the Taliban attacks 

on my son’s outpost.   I was also very concerned over the slow response times and lack 

of support available to my son to repel these attacks over and above his organic 

mortars and crew served weapons.  It was obvious that the 173d Infantry Brigade had 

been given an area of operations that required twice to three times the number of 

ground troops and air support in order to successfully repel the growing Taliban threat.  

The 173rd Infantry Brigade was obviously over extended relying on isolated Platoon 

Forward Operating Bases that were difficult to support due to the mountainous terrain 

and distances. According to my son the 173d Infantry Brigade was leading the entire 

ISAF in enemy engagements and casualties but not getting the requisite share of U.S. 

Air Force and attack helicopter support.  The enemy, terrain and defensive posture 

definitely exceeded the capabilities of a U.S. Army Infantry platoon putting them at 
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extreme risk of being over-run.   My son was very concerned that his platoon would be 

highly vulnerable to insurgent attacks during any relocation to more defensible terrain.  

He told me that he was certain that the Taliban would follow his platoon and were aware 

of his vulnerability given the predictable response times and lack of support available 

from the CJTF Headquarters.  To compound this vulnerability the 173rd was in the 

process of redeploying back to Italy but still required to perform its full combat mission 

further challenging the current situation.  My son told me that that the 173d had 

requested additional ground and air assets but had repeatedly been denied by the CJTF 

Headquarters.  He also was frustrated at the lack of coordination between his Brigade 

and the new CJTF Headquarters being manned by the 101st Airborne Division.   

It was obvious that the Taliban attack on my son’s outpost on the 13th of July was 

a deliberate and well planned operation that capitalized on all of the vulnerabilities that 

my son had conveyed to me in May of 2008.   The Taliban understood and calculated 

the response timelines of the U.S. fighters, bombers and attack helicopters.  They knew 

that they had about 30-50 minutes before these airborne assets could be effective 

against them.  The Taliban also knew if they could get within close range of U.S. 

defensive positions that the U.S. Air Force and Navy fighter/bombers and U.S. Army 

artillery would be ineffective because of danger close conditions.  The only asset that 

could possibly be effective would be the Apache Helicopters which according to my son 

had historical slow response times.  My son was also frustrated at the lack of air ground 

coordination between the 101st Airborne Division attack helicopter assets and the 

ground infantry of the 173rd.  My son showed me videos of this lack of coordination with 

the Apache helicopters of the 101st.   This lack of air ground coordination had put his 

platoon at unnecessary risk during numerous engagements with the Taliban at Camp 

Bella    

My son’s platoon was reinforced with approximately 20 Afghan National Army 

and Security Forces.  Given the high number of U.S. dead and wounded on the 13th of 

July versus the low number of Afghan National Army wounded could lead one to believe 

that the Taliban had infiltrated and cooped ANA forces not to fight to the best of their 

ability.  My son showed me videos of ANA soldiers deserting his perimeter during fire 

fights with Taliban forces at Camp Bella.  My son also conveyed to me his concern that 

these imbedded Afghan forces were providing critical intelligence to the insurgent 

forces.    

I request that you and your staff ensure that a thorough investigation is 

conducted focusing on all levels of command pertaining to the gross lack of intelligence, 

senior leadership decisions or failures, lack of sufficient ground and air assets and 

command relationships that contributed to the conditions of my son’s platoon being 

completely surprised by over 200 Taliban on the 13th of July 2008.  I also request that 

your staff ensure all of the soldiers who died in the Battle of Wanat receive the proper 
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awards and decorations. This investigation should ultimately provide recommendations 

that will reduce the risk to US and Coalition forces fighting in Afghanistan.  Specifically, I 

would like answers to the following 26 questions and recommend that these questions 

help guide the investigation:    

1. Is there a sense of complacency at the CJTF level and higher due to current 

command relationship and structure creating a lack of flexibility to adapt to the 

changing enemy situation? Reason: The number of engagements and 

casualties in the 173d AOR over the last 8 to 10 months should have 

prompted increased priority of resources both ground and air or a change in 

operations directed by the CJTF or higher that would have reduced the risk to 

U.S. and coalition forces.  

2.  Did the CJTF and ISAF HQ’s provide the 173rd Infantry Brigade with the 

requisite reinforcement/ support that would have countered their vulnerability 

during a critical time of redeployment back to Italy?   

3. What was the level of involvement of CJTF senior leadership in selecting 

Wanat as a FOB and ensuring that it was safe enough to be occupied by U.S. 

Forces specifically only a platoon of infantry?  

4.  Had the senior leadership of the CJTF become complacent or were they 

forced to accept the high risk conditions that our troops were repeatedly put in 

due to a gross lack of resources?  

5.  Did the CJTF request additional assets through their chain of command and 

did this request get the proper attention of the ISAF, CENTCOM and Joint 

Staff Leadership?  

6.  At what point did the CJTF (101st Airborne Division) plan on 

occupying/replacing my son’s platoon due to the impending redeployment?  

7.  Where there embedded elements of the 101st  Airborne Division with my 

son’s platoon to help engage with the Village Elders and in the preparation of 

the defensive perimeter?  

8. Did the CJTF adhere to Army Doctrine that provides guidance in 

relieving/replacing a unit in contact with the enemy? Reason:  My son’s 

platoon, company, battalion and brigade were in the process of shipping 

equipment and personal baggage back to Italy while still required to build a 

new Forward Operating Base at Wanat, and conduct normal combat 

operations throughout the entire 173rd AOR.   My son’s combat readiness was 

obviously hampered and over extended due to redeployment and other tasks 

required to build a major Forward Operating Base allowing Taliban forces to 

get within hand grenade range.  Other Battalion and Brigade assets were 

most likely under the same level of stress further limiting their ability to 

respond and detect the increasing Taliban threat. 
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9. Did the CJTF and ISAF Headquarters provide the requisite intelligence assets 

and analysis that could have detected a strong Taliban force before the attack 

on 13 July such as the current array of armed and reconnaissance UAV’s and 

intelligence expertise available at the CJTF and ISAF Headquarters? 

10. Did the CJTF and ISAF Headquarters develop complacency over time due to 

frequency of intelligence reports that could not be confirmed due to lack of 

intelligence resources? 

11.  Were the CJTF and ISAF Headquarters aware of the increasing Taliban 

threat in the 173rd AOR but chose to ignore this threat due to other priorities, 

lack of resources or poor command relationships?  Reason:  According to 

newspaper accounts my son’s platoon was attacked by 200 or more Taliban 

resulting in a 4 to 1 advantage over U.S. forces at Wanat.  Telephone 

conversations with my son’s soldiers confirmed that the village elders and had 

warned to expect a large attack soon. They also conveyed to me that the 

village elders were highly suspected of being Taliban informants.  Despite of 

all this warning the 173d Infantry Brigade was not given any additional assets 

by the CJTF or ISAF Headquarters to deter or detect such an attack.  As 

stated above my son told me in May of 2008 that his platoon would be highly 

vulnerable to an attack during the move and set up of the new FOB at Wanat.  

My son also stated to me that he had received warning threats from village 

elders that his platoon would be singled out by the Taliban as retribution for 

Taliban killed in the vicinity of Camp Bella during the previous 7 months. 

12.  Did the 173rd Infantry Brigade request persistent overhead ISR and was this 

request denied by the CJTF headquarters?  After the battle newspaper 

reports indicated that U.S. Forces discovered numerous caches of 

weapons/ammunition that had been accumulated over a period of several 

months.  

13. Why did the Apache Helicopters arrive on station 40 plus minutes after the 

insurgents had started their attack?  

14.  Did the CJTF and its organic aviation brigade take the proper measures to 

reduce the risk of my son’s platoon due to known intelligence reports, 

increasing enemy engagements, building of a new FOB and redeployment?  

15.  Why were the Apaches not generated to fly over Wanat daily at least one 

hour before and one hour after sunrise?  Reason: Discussions with my son, 

his company, battalion and brigade leadership confirmed that the Apache’s 

were a critical deterrent having the capability to detect and engage Taliban 

forces with far greater precision than any other overhead attack asset.  

According to my son and discussions with his soldiers these Apaches were 

based in a location that prevented any immediate response.  Reports from 

soldiers in my son’s unit indicate that the CJTF Attack Aviation Assets were 
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conducting a crew change during BMNT that further impacted their ability to 

respond to the attack on 13 July.  According to news reports by the time the 

Apaches arrived on station my son’s platoon had suffered the majority of 

casualties to include all of the killed in action.   I firmly believe if the Apaches 

had established a pattern of flying over Wanat during BMNT on a regular 

basis or if the response time had been shortened the U.S. KIA and wounded 

would have been drastically reduced.  The Taliban forces were very familiar 

with the slow response times of the Apaches and other attack assets and 

used this to their advantage on 13 July. 

16. Did the senior leadership at the CJTF, ISAF, CENTCOM, Pentagon and Army 

Staff deliberately withhold troop deployments to Afghanistan with full 

knowledge of the increasing threat and unacceptable risk to U.S. and coalition 

soldiers in order to protect the Army’s “DWELL TIME”?   Reason: The Vice 

Chief of Staff of the Army General Dick Cody shortly after the battle of Wanat 

stated that Afghanistan was deliberately being fought a Holding Action or 

Economy of Force Mission for many years to ensure that Iraq received the 

required assets and forces.  Gen Cody said that the Army would not support a 

quick deployment of additional assets to Afghanistan so as not to upset the 

DWELL TIME of Army Brigades returning from Iraq even though the 

increasing threat mandated immediate action.  Fighting an Economy of Force 

Mission for so long without regard to the increasing threat is a testimony that 

the strategy in Afghanistan is flawed given number of forces and other 

resources available in country putting U.S. and coalition forces at extreme 

risk. 

17. What were the reasons for my son’s platoon occupying such a lightly and ill-

prepared defensive perimeter with little intelligence to provide the necessary 

warning?  

18.  Was my son hampered or given specific orders not to properly prepare the 

defensive perimeter due to the impending redeployment?  

19.  How long had his company/battalion occupied the town of Wanat or 

negotiated with Village Elders for land usage?   

20. Did this early engagement with the Village Elders provide the insurgent forces 

the intelligence required to stage such a devastating attack?  

21.  Was my son’s platoon properly resourced for building the defensive 

perimeter such as engineers and additional infantry for security?  

22. Why was the FOB being constructed so close to the village in low ground and 

not on higher more defensible terrain?  

23. Did the Battalion develop a sense of complacency over time due to the close 

proximity of Wanat to the main Battalion FOB of Blessing?  
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24. Why didn’t the Battalion CDR direct a more thorough intelligence preparation 

of Wanat before starting the permanent construction of the FOB?  Reason: 

The Taliban forces used the cover and concealment of ravines and low 

ground not covered by the crew served weapons of my son’s light defensive 

positions to get within hand grenade range on the 13th of July.  After the battle 

newspaper reports indicated that U.S. Forces discovered numerous caches of 

weapons/ammunition that had been accumulated over a period of several 

months.   

25.  Why did the Afghan National Army forces attached to my son’s platoon take 

such light casualties during the battle of Wanat?  Reason:  Newspaper 

reports reflect that the 20 ANA attached to my son’s platoon suffered only 4 

wounded while the 45 U.S. forces suffered 9 KIA and 15 wounded.  Videos 

and discussion with my son provided to me in May of 2008 indicated that ANA 

and Afghan security forces could not be relied upon and were often 

suspected of providing insurgent forces with key intelligence. 

26. Finally, with all of the national intel assets our country has, focused on this 

very tough fight in Afghanistan, and all the financial resources our country has 

spent on developing and fielding these assets, how is it possible that a 

Battalion size enemy force can organize, assemble, mass, and then attack 

with such precision and effectiveness, and we don’t see it coming?   This was 

a total failure at multiple senior levels of command.  A total and complete intel 

failure of the highest order.  Why?   

The soldiers of 2 platoon Chosen Company 503rd Infantry Regiment of the 173rd Infantry 

Brigade fought bravely on the 13th of July.  However, the conditions that led to the 

casualties of my son’s platoon were totally unacceptable leading to what news reports 

have caveated as a “Custer’s Last Stand” or “Alamo”.  I truly believe that if the chain of 

command at the CJTF level and higher had heeded the requests of the 173rd Infantry 

Brigade or had better situational awareness the outcome of the battle for Wanat would 

have been much different or would not have taken place at all.  Unfortunately the 

resources, albeit limited, that could have prevented this unnecessary loss of life were 

available to the CJTF and ISAF Commander and not allocated appropriately. 

 

     Sincerely and Most Respectfully submitted, 

 

     David P. Brostrom      

     Colonel (Retired) USA       

                                                      99-405 Aiealani Pl, Aiea Hawaii 96701 808-488-7558 




