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A Virginia sand pit
is yielding a fossil
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The food crisis
Surpluses are over,
and the world is
paying more. A16
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Brown’s arrest record
Sulaimon Brown had six run-ins with the law in his past when
he received a $110,000 job in the Gray administration. B1

More details on deadly attack in Bethesda
Police say both the woman who was killed and her co-worker
who survived were beaten and raped in the yoga store. B1
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Hundreds
wash ashore
as disaster
deepens

BY CHICO HARLAN

tokyo — As bodies washed
ashore by the hundreds and an
emergency deepened at a coastal
nuclear plant, millions in Japan
on Tuesday faced an unabating
sense of apprehension, mourning
and astonishment over the
emerging scope of this nation-
changing catastrophe.

The toll of Japan’s triple disas-
ter — first an earthquake, then a
tsunami, then a related nuclear
crisis — is both visceral and hard
to see. Officials in coastal towns
say they are running low on body
bags; homes and the people in-
side them have been pulverized.
But Japan is also trying to quanti-
fy — and contain — the potential
damage from a partial meltdown
at the Fukushima Daiichi plant,
where on Tuesday another explo-
sion was heard at a damaged
nuclear reactor, the third since
Saturday.

Initial readings suggested that
this latest explosion may have
damaged the unit’s containment
chamber, stoking fears of a cata-
strophic leak from the nuclear
core. Radiation levels spiked out-
side the plant, and Japanese au-
thorities sought both to cool sev-
eral overheated reactor units and
to protect the several hundred
residents who had not evacuated
from within a 12.5-mile radius of
the site.

Four days after the earthquake
and resulting tsunami destroyed
much of the northeastern coast-
line here, the U.S. Geological Sur-
vey updated the magnitude of the
quake from 8.9 to 9.0, making it
the fourth largest in the world
since 1900.

More than 500,000 people
have been removed from the
hardest-hit areas and 15,000 have
been rescued. But time was run-
ning low for rescuers to help
those stranded by flooding or
trapped in debris. Officials said
about 2,000 bodies were found
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A satellite image shows a reactor at the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear plant burning. Later, a third explosion was heard at the facility.

Japan nuclear crisis grows more dire
3RD EXPLOSION,
SEPARATE FIRE

‘Still a very high risk’ of
further radioactive leaks

LETTER FROM SENDAI

In hard-hit city, long lines and quiet despair

Afghan war isn’t worth
fighting, most in U.S. say

BY STEVEN MUFSON
AND CHICO HARLAN

Japan’s nuclear emergency
turned more dire on Tuesday after
the third explosion in four days
rocked the seaside Fukushima
Daiichi complex and fire briefly
raged inastorage facility for spent
fuel rods at a fourth, previously
unaffected reactor.

Officials from Tokyo Electric
Power Co., owner of the nuclear
complex, said radioactive sub-
stances were emitted after a 6:14
a.m. explosion, which took place
in the unit 2 reactor. The blast
took place near or in the suppres-
sion pool, which traps and cools
radioactive elements from the
containment vessel, officials said.
The explosion appeared to have
damaged valves and pipes, possi-
bly creating a path for radioactive
materials to escape.

Prime Minister Naoto Kan told
the nation Tuesday morning that
radiation had already spread
from the reactors and there was
“still a very high risk of further
radioactive material escaping.”
He advised people within 19 miles
of the plant to remain indoors. He
urged calm.

Tokyo Electric, which over the
weekend said it had 1,400 people
working at the complex, said it
was evacuating all but 50 workers.
Kan hailed those workers, who he
said “are putting themselves in a
very dangerous situation.”

The setbacks came as Tokyo
Electric was still wrestling to re-
gain control of ultra-hot fuel rods
in two other nuclear units, nos. 1
and 3, by flooding them with sea-
water.

Tuesday began with a fire that
broke out in a pool storing spent
fuel rods at the base of unit 4,
which had been shut down for
inspection before last Friday’s
earthquake. Radioactive sub-
stances might have spewed out-
side from the fire, officials said,
because the structure housing the
pool was damaged by Monday’s
explosion at unit 3.

Half an hour later, the explo-

nuclear continued on A12

BY ANDREW HIGGINS
IN SENDAI, JAPAN

O utside the Rigoletto Tapas
Lounge, an eatery that nor-
mally offers fine wines and

Spanish delicacies, the bourgeoi-
sie of this quake-crippled north-
ern Japanese city lined up for
hours Monday.

The joint is now an upscale —
and expensive — soup kitchen.

There were no beggars or
homeless refugees here — just
well-heeled, but still hungry, Jap-
anese willing to pay nearly $20

for a paper cup of soup and a
slice of tepid pizza.

In a city of 1 million that now
has little electricity or gasoline
and where nearly all restaurants
and shops are closed, survival is
ruled not by the law of the jungle
but by the orderly rhythms of
long lines.

There has been no surge of
lawlessness in Sendai, the Japa-
nese city hit hardest by the
9.0-magnitude earthquake on
Friday, as there was in already
crime-ridden Haiti after an
earthquake last year. There was
no exodus of terrified residents,

as happened in Indonesia after
the 2004 tsunami.

But with roads blocked, sup-
plies depleted and power scarce,
even the most basic quest for
food or supplies can turn into an
hours-long odyssey.

The devastation along Send-
ai’s waterfront — a narrow band
of coastal territory that was
leveled by a quake-generated
tsunami — is catastrophic.
Across an expanse of what used
to be residences and factories
stretches a smoke-covered vista

sendai continued on A11

BY SCOTT WILSON
AND JON COHEN

Nearly two-thirds of Ameri-
cans now say the war in Afghani-
stan is no longer worth fighting,
the highest proportion yet op-
posed to the conflict, according
to a new Washington Post-ABC
News poll.

The finding signals a growing
challenge for President Obama
as he decides how quickly to pull
U.S. forces from the country
beginning this summer. After
nearly a decade of conflict, politi-
cal opposition to the battle
breaks sharply along partisan
lines, with only 19 percent of
Democratic respondents and
half of Republicans surveyed
saying the war continues to be
worth fighting.

Nearly three-quarters of
Americans say Obama should
withdraw a “substantial num-
ber” of combat troops from Af-
ghanistan this summer, the
deadline he set to begin pulling
out some forces. Only 39 percent
of respondents, however, say
they expect him to withdraw
large numbers.

The Post-ABC News poll re-
sults come as Gen. David H.
Petraeus, the U.S. commander in
Afghanistan, prepares to testify
before Congress on Tuesday
about the course of the war. He is
expected to face tough question-
ing about a conflict that is in-
creasingly unpopular among a
broad cross section of Ameri-
cans.

Petraeus will tell Congress
that “things are progressing very
well,” Pentagon spokesman Geoff

Morrell said Monday. But be-
cause of battlefield gains made
by U.S. and coalition forces since
last year, Morrell told MSNBC,
“it’s going to be heavy and inten-
sive in terms of fighting” once
the winter cold passes.

The poll began asking only in
2007 whether the Afghan war is
worth fighting, but support has
almost certainly never been as

poll continued on A4
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Saudi troops intervene in Bahrain
Opposition calls move

to quell protests
‘a declaration of war’

BY MICHAEL BIRNBAUM
AND KAREN DEYOUNG

dammam, saudi arabia—Saudi
armored personnel carriers rolled
over a causeway into Bahrain on
Monday in an extraordinary in-
tervention aimed at helping a
neighboring Sunni monarchy
bring an end to weeks of Shiite-
led protests that have unnerved
kingdoms and emirates through-
out the Persian Gulf region.

An opposition spokesman in
Bahrain denounced the move as
“a declaration of war,’’ and the
White House responded with con-
cern, saying that it would be
“counterproductive’’ to respond
to the grievances of peaceful pro-
testers with anything other than

dialogue.
The intervention appeared to

demonstrate that Bahrain’s
neighbors will do whatever is nec-
essary to bring an end to unrest
that has threatened the region’s
smallest and weakest kingdom.

“Bahrain is a red line,’’ a senior
Saudi official said. He said more
than 1,000 troops from Saudi Ara-
bia and at least 600 more from the
United Arab Emirates would be
sent to Bahrain as part of an
intervention authorized by the
Gulf Cooperation Council on Sun-
day in response to a direct request
from Bahrain.

The purpose was “to protect
the institutions of the Bahraini
state and critical infrastructure,’’
the Saudi official said, adding that
the force could grow in response
to Bahrain’s needs.

The move is bound to raise the
stakes in a month-old conflict that
has paralyzed Bahrain. Protest-
ers, most from the country’s Shiite
majority, want major changes or

even an end to a Sunni monarchy
under the ruling Khalifa family.
Bahrain’s own defense force in-
cludes only about 9,000 person-
nel.

The United Arab Emirates’
foreign minister, Abdallah bin
Zayid Al Nuhayyan, said Monday
that the move was intended to
“get calm and order in Bahrain
and to help both the Bahraini
government and the people to
reach a solution.”

The Saudi official, who spoke
on the condition of anonymity
because his government had not
authorized public statements on
the matter, said the arriving
troops would protect ministries,
power plants and other infra-
structure. “That’s what they asked
for, and that’s what we provided,”
he said. The protests, he said,
were an “internal Bahraini matter
for the Bahrainis to sort out. They
just don’t have the capacity to

bahrain continued on A15

Maryland’s women, back in the
NCAA tournament after missing
the cut last year, could face
Georgetown in Round 2. D1
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Art during wartime
The Smithsonian American Art
Museum opens an exhibition
of the World War II-era
paintings of George Ault. C1


