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1. Tennessee (28-3)

16. Drake (14-18)

8. Pittsburgh (23-8)

9. James Madison (27-5)

5. Middle Tenn. (29-3)

12. Gonzaga (24-9)

4. Ohio State (28-3)

13. Marist (27-5)

6. Marquette (25-6)

11. La.-Lafayette (25-8)

3. Oklahoma (26-4)
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1. North Carolina (30-3)
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9. Notre Dame (19-11)

5. Geo. Washington (26-3)
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2. Purdue (28-5)
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By Kathy Orton

Special to The Washington Post

The perennial powers are not the
ones making the NCAA women’s tour-
nament interesting this year. It’s first-
timers such as Maryland-Baltimore
County and Prairie View A&M whose
fresh faces have added a bit of liveliness
to the usual cast of characters trotted
out this time of year. 

With 15 of the 31 regular season
champions being upset in their confer-
ence tournaments, this year’s field was
bound to have a fresh look. Nine teams
are making their first trip to the NCAA
tournament and two — Boise State and
Eastern Carolina — haven’t been in
awhile. Boise State, which won the
Western Athletic Conference regular
season and tournament titles, last went
to the tournament in 1994, while East-
ern Carolina, the Conference USA tour-
nament champion, returns after a 25-
year absence. 

But the more things change, the more
they remain the same. Tennessee and
Connecticut are back as No. 1 seeds. So
are Duke, which is a top seed for a sixth
time, and North Carolina, which is No. 1
for the third consecutive year. 

Maryland, the defending national
champion, is a No. 2 seed, just as it was
when it won the title last year. The other
three No. 2 seeds went to conference
tournament champions: Purdue, Stan-
ford and Vanderbilt.

“This is one of those years where
there was great compression at the top
of the bracket,” selection committee
chair Judy Southard said. 

The major conferences are once again
well-represented in the field. Of the 33
at-large bids, only six went to mid-major
teams. The Big East had eight teams se-
lected, the most of any conference, even
though the league was rated fifth in the
latest conference Rating Percentage In-
dex rankings, according to www.

collegerpi.com. The ACC and the Big 12
sent six teams each. And after 10 years
of having Old Dominion as its only rep-
resentative in the tournament, the Co-
lonial Athletic Association got a record
three teams in the field with James Mad-
ison and Delaware joining the Lady
Monarchs. 

The selection committee rewarded
Duke (30-1) for its nearly perfect season
by keeping the Blue Devils in the state of
North Carolina until the Final Four,
which is being held in Cleveland. Duke,
the overall No. 1 seed, opens in Raleigh
against No. 16 Holy Cross, one of two
teams with losing records in the field. If
the Blue Devils win their first two
games, they will move on to Greens-
boro, home of the ACC tournament, for
the round of 16. 

Tennessee starts off in Pittsburgh
against No. 16 Drake, the other team in
the field with a losing record. In the 26-
year history of the tournament, only
four teams with losing records have
made the field. This year there are two.
If Tennessee advances, it will play in
Dayton where it could meet Maryland.
The Terrapins likely will have to get
past third-seeded Oklahoma, the Big 12
regular season co-champion and tourna-
ment champion, to meet the Lady Vols. 

Connecticut remains in Hartford,
where it plays some of its home games
for its first-round game against UMBC.
But if the Huskies advance, they have to
travel across the country to Fresno for
the regional. Second-seeded Stanford,
which also stays at home for its first-

round game against No. 15 Idaho State,
won’t have a long trip should it move on
to the Fresno regional. 

LSU, which has been to three consec-
utive Final Fours, is the No. 3 seed in the
Fresno region. Three days after losing
to Vanderbilt in the SEC tournament ti-
tle game the Lady Tigers lost their
coach Pokey Chatman who resigned
amid allegations of a sexual relationship
with a former play-
er. Assistant coach
Bob Starkey will
coach the team
during the tourna-
ment. 

Prairie View
A&M, which
hadn’t had a win-
ning season until
this year, will play
North Carolina in
the first round.
The Lady Pan-
thers, whose
school is best
known for its foot-
ball team’s record-
setting futility streak, are coached by
three-time WNBA scoring leader and
two-time Olympian Cynthia Cooper-
Dyke. Prairie View A&M went from 7-
21 last year to 19-13 this year to earn its
first NCAA tournament bid. The eight
other teams making their first appear-
ances are UMBC, Belmont, Delaware
State, Gonzaga, Robert Morris, Louisi-
ana-Lafayette, UNC Asheville and Pitts-
burgh. 

This bumper crop of newcomers
means that several teams unexpectedly
were shut out of the field. Montana
(27-3), Coppin State (24-7) and South-
ern Illinois (20-10) dominated their con-
ference regular seasons, but each one
was a victim of one-bid leagues. Texas,
which finished tied for seventh in the
Big 12, won’t be going to the tourna-
ment again after missing it last year.

This is the first
time the Lady
Longhorns have
failed to appear in
back-to-back
tournaments. 

Louisiana Tech
was the only oth-
er team besides
Tennessee to ap-
pear in every
NCAA tourna-
ment until this
year. The Lady
Techsters (17-13)
lost to New Mex-
ico State in the
Western Confer-

ence Athletic tournament quarterfinals,
ending their hopes of an automatic bid.
On Saturday, second-year coach Chris
Long announced his team also would
not accept an invitation to the WNIT. 

“Louisiana Tech women’s basketball
has been about playing in the NCAA
tournament,” he said. “We did not do
enough this season to reach that goal.
With all due respect to the WNIT, we
are not interested in an invitation.”

BY MATT STRASEN — ASSOCIATED PRESS

Oklahoma State’s Rashidat Sadiq, left, and Coach Kurt Budke celebrate after hearing the Cowgirls had been invited to the NCAA
tournament. Oklahoma State, a No. 10 seed, will play Bowling Green in the first round.

Fresh
Faces in
Women’s
Tourney
UMBC Gets Invite
To Its First Dance

BY JESSICA HILL — ASSOCIATED PRESS

Charde Houston and the Connecticut
women’s basketball team will be staying
close to home when they play UMBC.

“There’s a lot of similarities.” 
Unfortunately for GW, which

hosted the first and second
rounds in 1997, the Colonials
won’t be staying home. Instead,
they’ll be flying cross-country to
Los Angeles to play No. 12 seed
Boise State (24-8), the Western
Athletic Conference regular sea-
son and tournament champion,
on Saturday at Galen Center.
The winner will face the winner
of the earlier game at the site,
between fourth-seeded Texas
A&M and No. 13 Texas-Arling-
ton which tips off at 2 p.m. 

“We would have liked to stay
on the East Coast, but I’m not
going to worry about it,” McKe-
own said. 

Until GW was upset in the At-
lantic 10 semifinals, the Co-
lonials had won 19 in a row.
Their only two losses were to
teams ranked in the top 10:
Maryland and Tennessee. Be-
cause of their impressive résu-
mé, McKeown had hoped for a
higher seed. GW’s best seed was
No. 4 in 1995. 

“I was a little disappointed,”
he said. 

Should GW advance to the re-
gional in Dallas, it could meet
top-seeded North Carolina, the
team it beat to reach the final
eight in 1997. Is that another
crazy coincidence or fate?
McKeown said the team won’t
be looking at the past, only
toward the future. 

“It’s hard to compare teams to
the past,” he said. “Having Taja-
ma [Abraham Ngonba, who
played on the ’97 team and is
now an assistant] here is my tie
to that team. She remembers.
. . . Teams want their own iden-
tity. They want to establish their
own season as important.”

Boise State is making only its
second NCAA appearance and
first since 1994. The Broncos
have won five in a row. Jessica
Thompson leads the team in
scoring at 14.1 points per game. 

Colonials
Will Face
Broncos
In West
COLONIALS, From E1


