
[10] DePaul
Big East at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Blue Demons won
10 of their first 11 games, but then a rash of injuries
reduced their roster to seven players. They’re
healthy again, and set a school record for
three-pointers in a season (245).

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Allie Quigley, 5-11, Jr. (15.8 ppg, 5 rpg Coach:

Doug Bruno
Record:
19-12, 8-8

G Jenna Rubino, 6-0, Sr. (12.6 ppg, 5.6 rpg

F Caprice Smith, 6-1, Jr. (15.6 ppg, 8.6 rpg
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[1] North Carolina
ACC champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: North Carolina lost to
only two teams this season — Duke (twice) and
North Carolina State. The Tar Heels are the top
scoring team in the country, averaging 85.5 points,
and their average margin of victory is 30.4 points. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Ivory Latta, 5-6, Sr. 16.4 ppg, 98 3-pts. Coach:

Sylvia Hatchell
Record:
30-3, 11-3

F Erlana Larkins, 6-1, Jr. 13 ppg, 9.6 rpg

G Camille Little, 6-2, Sr. 14.3 ppg, 2.6 spg

[2] Purdue
Big Ten champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: A 1989 graduate of
Purdue, Versyp is the winningest first-year coach in
school history. Gearlds set a school record by
scoring 41 at Wisconsin. Wisdom-Hylton ranks fifth
nationally with 3.2 blocks per game. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G-F Katie Gearlds, 6-1, Sr. 18.1 ppg, 4.8 rpg Coach:

Sharon Versyp
Record:
28-5, 14-2

F Lindsay Wisdom-Hylton, 6-2, Jr. 14.3 ppg

F Erin Lawless, 6-2, Sr. 10.4 ppg, 5.9 rpg

[3] Georgia
Southeastern at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Lady Bulldogs have
won 11 of their last 13 games, with the losses to
Tennessee and Vanderbilt. But their strong play
late coincided with a slump by Chambers, who shot
only 39 percent against SEC teams.

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
F Tasha Humphrey, 6-3, Jr. 16.5 ppg, 7.9 rpg Coach:

Andy Landers

Record: 
25-6, 11-3

G Cori Chambers, 5-9, Sr. 13 ppg, 3.5 rpg

G Ashley Houts, 5-6, Fr. 9.1 ppg, 3.7 apg

[4] Texas A&M
Big 12 at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Aggies rank 13th
nationally in three-point shooting (37.7 percent)
while allowing opponents to shoot just 26.3 percent
from behind the arc. They force six more turnovers
per game than they commit. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Takia Starks, 5-8, So. 14 ppg, 4.2 rpg Coach:

Gary Blair
Record:
24-6, 12-3

G-F Morenike Atunrase, 5-10, Jr. 11.5 ppg

G-F Danielle Gant, 5-11, So. 10.8 ppg, 56.9% FG

[5] George Washington
Atlantic 10 at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Until Saint Joseph’s
upset GW in the Atlantic 10 semifinals, the
Colonials had won 19 in a row. Their only other
losses were to Maryland and Tennessee. GW held
foes to 55 points per game, 15th in the nation. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
C Jessica Adair, 6-4, So. 13.1 ppg, 54.5% FG Coach:

Joe McKeown.
Record:
26-3, 14-0

G Sarah-Jo Lawrence, 5-11, Jr. 13.1 ppg, 2.1 spg

G Kim Beck, 5-8, Jr. 11.2 ppg, 5.5 apg

[6] Iowa State
Big 12 at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Cyclones were 1-3
in conference play after scoring just 44 points in a
rare home loss to Oklahoma State. They shored up
their tournament hopes, however, with a late
four-game winning streak .

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM

G Lyndsey Medders, 5-9, Sr. 12.2 ppg, 6.5 apg
Coach:
Bill Fennelly

Record: 
25-8, 10-6

F Nicky Wieben, 6-4, Soph. 12.2 ppg, 5.9 rpg

F Toccara Ross, 5-11, Jr. 11.3 ppg, 7.6 rpg

[7] Georgia Tech
ACC at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Yellow Jackets
posted the second-best turnaround in ACC history,
going from 2-12 in conference play to 9-5. Until
running into a Maryland team bent on revenge,
they had won six in a row and nine of 11. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Stephanie Higgs, 5-9, Sr. 15.5 ppg, 4.6 rpg Coach:

MaChelle Joseph
Record:
20-11, 9-5

F Janie Mitchell, 6-0, Jr. 14.5 ppg, 6.8 rpg

G Chioma Nnamaka, 5-11, Jr. 13 ppg, 4.5 rpg

[8] California
Pacific-10 at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Golden Bears lost
starting point guard Alexis Gray-Lawson to injury
in December, but were the only Pac-10 team to beat
Stanford during the regular season and won 20 for
the first time in 15 years. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
F-C Ashley Walker, 6-1, So. 17.5 ppg, 8.5 rpg Coach:

Joanne Boyle
Record: 
23-8, 12-6

F-C Devanei Hampton, 6-3, So. 16.4 ppg, 7.9 rpg 

G Lauren Greif, 5-10, Fr. 8.6 ppg, 5.6 rpg 

[9] Notre Dame
Big East at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Irish were picked to
finish 11th in the Big East, and that was before they
lost their top returning scorer, Lindsay Schrader, to
a season-ending knee injury. But they still earned
their 12th consecutive NCAA berth.

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Charel Allen, 5-11, Jr. 17 ppg, 6.4 rpg Coach:

Muffet McGraw
Record:
19-11, 10-6

G Ashley Barlow, 5-9, Fr. 10.8 ppg, 5.3 rpg

G Tulyah Gains, 5-7, Jr. 9.7 ppg, 3.9 apg

[11] Washington
Pacific-10 at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Huskies had lost six
of seven games before getting back on track with a
win over Arizona on Feb. 3. Hicks scored 25 points
against the Wildcats, and followed that up with a
game-high 27 in a road victory against California. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Cameo Hicks, 5-10, Sr. 17.3 ppg, 5.4 rpg Coach:

June Daugherty
Record:
18-12, 11-7

F Andrea Plouffe, 6-2, Jr. 10.2 ppg, 3.6 rpg

G Stefanie Clark, 5-9, So. 7.1 ppg, 2.2 rpg

[12] Boise State
WAC champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Broncos were
reeling from a three-game losing streak in late
February, but they righted the ship and closed with
five straight wins, three of them to win their first
WAC tourney, to set a school record for victories. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Jessica Thompson, 5-9, So. 14.1 ppg, 3.8 rpg Coach:

Gordy Presnell
Record:
24-8, 12-4

C Michelle Hessing, 6-2, Sr. 11.3 ppg, 4.9 rpg

G Tasha Harris, 5-7, So. 10.6 ppg, 3.9 rpg

[13] Texas Arlington
Southland champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Since late January, the
Mavericks’ staff has comprised two coaches: Capps
and a 23-year-old assistant. One assistant was
suspended indefinitely and another was re-assigned
at Capps’s request. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Terra Wallace, 5-7, Sr. 16.6 ppg, 4 apg Coach:

Donna Capps
Record:
24-8, 16-0

G Maryann Abanobi, 5-8, Sr. 10.8 ppg, 3.1 rpg

C Tiffeny Riles, 6-1, Jr. 9.6 ppg, 5.1 rpg

[14] Belmont
Atlantic Sun champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Bruins won their
first conference title after being the No. 1 seed four
times since 2000. Clark makes the team go; she is
the two-time conference player of the year and was
Miss Basketball in Tennessee as a senior. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
F Alysha Clark, 5-10, Soph. 17.2 ppg, 12.6 rpg Coach:

Tony Cross
Record:
25-6, 16-2

G Amber Rockwell, 5-8, Fr. 9.4 ppg, 1.2 spg

G Shaunda Strayhorn, 5-6, Fr. 9.3 ppg, 77% FT

[15] Oral Roberts
Mid-Continent champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Making their second
NCAA tournament trip in three years, the Golden
Eagles have allowed only four teams to score more
than 70 points. They make 9.4 steals per game and
force nearly 20 turnovers per game. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
F Elisha Turek, 6-2, Sr. 17.4 ppg, 10.5 rpg Coach:

Jerry Finkbeiner
Record:
22-10, 8-6

F Jenny Hardin, 6-3, So. 16 ppg, 49.4% FG

G Mariana Camargo, 6-0, So. 6.9 ppg, 4.2 apg

[16] Prairie View A&M
SWAC champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Cooper-Dyke, formerly
Cynthia Cooper, is a two-time Olympian. Now, she
has the Panthers in their first NCAA tournament.
Three freshmen have started this season, including
guard Karessa Sauls (Bowie). 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM

F Gaati Werema, 6-0, Fr. 14.8 ppg, 10.2 rpg
Coach:
Cynthia
Cooper-Dyke
Record:
19-13, 13-4

G Shavonne Smith, 5-7, Jr. 14.1 ppg, 2.8 rpg

G Candice Thomas, 5-9, Fr. 11.2 ppg, 2.9 rpg

[1] Tennessee
Southeastern at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Parker led the SEC in
blocked shots (2.64 per game) and was 10th in
steals (two per game), and Hornbuckle was second
in steals (3.31). “I consider this, obviously, one of
our best defensive teams ever,” Summitt said.

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
F Candace Parker, 6-4, So. 20.6 ppg, 9.8 rpg Coach:

Pat Summitt
Record:
28-3, 14-0

F Sidney Spencer, 6-3, Sr. 11.4 ppg, 86.1% FT

G Alexis Hornbuckle, 5-11, Jr. 9.9 ppg, 4.1 apg

[2] Maryland
ACC at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Only three teams beat
the Terrapins this season: Duke (twice), North
Carolina (twice) and Georgia Tech. They have all
five starters from last year’s champs, plus
Tennessee transfer Sade Wiley-Gatewood. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
F Crystal Langhorne, 6-2, Jr. 15.1 ppg, 8 rpg Coach:

Brenda Frese
Record:
27-5, 10-4

G Marissa Coleman, 6-1, So. 13.1 ppg, 7.3 rpg 

G Shay Doron, 5-9, Sr. 11.6 ppg, 4.1 rpg 

[3] Oklahoma
Big 12 champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Paris has had a double-
double in 59 of her 62 career games, including 54 in
a row, the longest known streak in men’s or
women’s Division I history. She’s third nationally in
scoring, second in rebounding and fourth in blocks. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
C Courtney Paris, 6-4, So. 23.8 ppg, 15.9 rpg Coach:

Sherri Coale
Record:
26-4, 12-3

F Leah Rush, 6-1, Sr. 9.4 ppg, 4.3 rpg

G Chelsi Welch, 5-9, Sr. 9.2 ppg, 42.9% 3-pt. FG

[4] Ohio State
Big Ten at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Buckeyes won their
third straight regular season conference title and
10th overall, thanks to a 17-game winning streak.
The senior class has accounted for a 106-20 record
and three conference championships. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
C Jessica Davenport, 6-5, Sr. 19.4 ppg, 9.7 rpg Coach:

Jim Foster
Record:
28-3, 14-1

F Star Allen, 5-11, So. 10.4 ppg, 64% FG

G Marscilla Packer, 5-9, Jr. 10.8 ppg, 2.6 apg

[5] Middle Tennessee
Sun Belt champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Blue Raiders closed
the regular season with a school-record 23-game
winning streak, including a defeat of Georgia, and
fell by just four points to Maryland in the season
opener. It also forces 26.5 turnovers per game. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Chrissy Givens, 5-11, Sr. 22.2 ppg, 6.3 rpg Coach:

Rick Insell
Record:
29-3, 18-0

F Amber Holt, 6-0, Jr. 16.9 ppg, 2.8 spg

F Krystle Horton, 6-2, Sr. 9 ppg, 57.8% FG

[6] Marquette
Big East at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Golden Eagles
earned their highest-ever national ranking (16th)
in January. Ellis and Quaye, who were named first
team all-Big East, are the catalysts; Marquette is
20-4 when both reach double-digits in points. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Krystal Ellis, 5-9, Soph. 18.1 ppg, 3.4 rpg Coach:

Terri Mitchell
Record: 
25-6 12-4

F Christina Quaye, 6-2, Sr. 16.7 ppg, 52.4% FG

F Danielle Kamm, 6-2, Sr. 8.8 ppg, 5 rpg

[7] Mississippi
Southeastern at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Price is one of five
women with 2,000 points, 1,000 rebounds, 300
steals and 300 assists in her career (Cheryl Miller,
Chamique Holdsclaw, Tamika Catchings and
Sophia Young are the others). 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Armintie Price, 5-9, Sr. 18 ppg, 9.1 rpg Coach:

Carol Ross
Record:
21-10, 9-5

G Ashley Awkward, 5-6, Sr. 12.3 ppg, 2.8 rpg

G Alliesha Easley, 5-8, Fr. 11.1 ppg, 3 rpg

[8] Pittsburgh
Big East at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Zellous nearly tripled
her scoring average from a year ago. The Panthers
have three All-Mets: Stewart (Riverdale Baptist)
and freshmen reserves Ashleigh Braxton (Forest
Park) and Selena Nwude (Eleanor Roosevelt). 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Shavonte Zellous, 5-10, So. 19.2 ppg, 6 rpg Coach:

Agnus Berenato
Record: 
23-8, 10-6

C Marcedes Walker, 6-3, Jr. 15.6 ppg, 9.4 rpg

G Xenia Stewart, 6-0, So. 11.4 ppg, 4.7 rpg

[9] James Madison
Colonial at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Dukes, who lost to
16-time champion Old Dominion in the CAA final,
are making their first NCAA tournament
appearance in 11 years. They have been to the
round of 16 four times, most recently in 1991. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
C Meredith Alexis, 6-3, Sr. 18.7 ppg, 11.7 rpg Coach:

Kenny Brooks
Record:
27-5, 16-2

G Tamera Young, 6-1, Jr. 16.8 ppg, 7.9 rpg 

G Lesley Dickinson, 5-10, Sr. 10.8 ppg, 3.2 rpg

[10] TCU
Mountain West at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: After an 0-3 start, the
Horned Frogs won 13 of their next 14 games. TCU
went 15-1 at home, but 6-9 away from it. The
Horned Frogs forced 21.6 turnovers per game and
averaged 10.6 steals. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Adrianne Ross, 5-8, Jr. 17.5 ppg, 3.5 rpg Coach:

Jeff Mittie
Record:
21-10, 11-5

G Ashley Davis, 6-0, Sr. 13.9 ppg, 4.4 rpg

F Hanna Biernacka, 6-1, Sr. 11.7 ppg, 5.1 rpg

[11] Louisiana-Lafayette
Sun Belt at-large

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Ragin’ Cajuns, led
by husband-and-wife co-coaches, have not beaten
an NCAA tournament team this season. Yolanda
Jones is the first Sun Belt player in 12 years to
average a double-double in consecutive seasons. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM

F Yolanda Jones, 6-1, Sr. 17.9 ppg, 10.4 rpg
Coach:
J. Kelley Hall and
Meredith Hall
Record:
25-8, 14-4

G Onna Charles, 5-8, Jr. 11.8 ppg, 4.4 rpg

G Jeanenne Colbert, 5-5, Sr. 10.5 ppg, 4.5 apg

[12] Gonzaga
West Coast champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Bulldogs, making
their first trip to the NCAA tournament in school
history, have won 17 of their last 18 games.
Bowman, the WCC newcomer of the year, has
scored in double figures in 21 games. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
F Stephanie Hawk, 6-3, Sr. 14.7 ppg, 8.1 rpg Coach:

Kelly Graves
Record:
24-9, 13-1

F Heather Bowman, 6-2, Fr. 13.2 ppg, 6.1 rpg

G Jami Bjorklund, 5-11, So. 9.2 ppg, 3.8 rpg

[13] Marist
Metro Atlantic champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Following a 9-4 start, the
Red Foxes have won 18 of 19, including a 12-game
winning streak. They needed OT to defeat Iona,
64-57, and become the first MAAC team in seven
years to win consecutive championships. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
F Rachele Fitz, 6-0, Fr. 15.0 ppg, 58 FG% Coach:

Brian Giorgis
Record: 
27-5, 17-1

F Meg Dahlman, 6-3, Jr. 11.8 ppg, 6.2 rpg

G Julianne Viani, 5-7, So. 9.6 ppg, 3.3 apg

[14] SE Missouri State
Ohio Valley champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Lachelle Lyles’s
rebounding average was the best in Division I this
year. She finished with 486 rebounds during the
regular season, including 32 against Tennessee
State, the fourth-highest total in Division I history. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
G Sonya Daugherty, 5-7, So. 13.4 ppg, 2.9 rpg Coach:

John Ishee
Record:
24-7, 16-4

F-C Missy Whitney, 6-2, Jr. 13.1 ppg, 8.0 rpg

G Tarina Nixon, 5-6, So. 11.0 ppg, 42% 3-pt. FG

[15] Harvard
Ivy League champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: Harvard started slow,
losing 10 of its first 11 — its only nonconference
wins were against Boston College and San Jose
State — then won 12 in a row. The guard-oriented
Crimson shoot 45.7 percent from the field. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM

G Emily Tay, 5-8, So. 12.8 ppg, 5.1 apg
Coach:
Kathy
Delaney-Smith
Record:
15-12, 13-1

G Lindsay Hallion, 5-8, Jr. 12.1 ppg, 4 rpg

G Niki Finelli, 5-11, So. 11.9 ppg, 5.6 rpg

[16] Drake
Missouri Valley champion

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: The Bulldogs’ MVC
tournament run led to their 10th NCAA appearance
and first since 2002. Drake, which won once
between Nov. 24 and Jan. 25, joined Holy Cross as
the only tournament teams with losing records. 

TOP PLAYERS THE TEAM
F Brandy Dahir, 6-0, Jr. 17.1 ppg, 52.1% FG Coach:

Amy Stephens
Record:
14-18, 5-13

G Lindsay Whorton, 6-0, Jr. 14.4 ppg, 66 3-pts

F Monique Jones, 5-10, Fr. 8 ppg, 5.2 rpg


