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Houston Astros vs. Chicago White Sox %

World Series Matchup

By Dave Sheinin

Chicago White Sox 99-63 (American League Central champion) vs. Houston Astros 89-73 (National League wild-card winner)
Head-to-head: They have not met in interleague play since 2000, and they've never met in the World Series.
How they got here: White Sox beat the Boston Red Sox in three games in the Division Series, defeated the Los Angeles Angels in five games in the ALCS.
Astros defeated the Atlanta Braves in four games in the Division Series, defeated the St. Louis Cardinals in six games in the NLCS.
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start. Taveras started Games
1, 2 and 6 of the National
League Championship Series,
but was on the bench for
Games 3, 4 and 5.

“It was a little different,”
Taveras said. “Usually I play
every day but then I wasn’t in
the lineup. It didn’t affect me
because I couldn’t do any-
thing about it. I could only
watch and be ready to play.”

White Sox Hitters

The White Sox are as close to an approximation of a National League team as an AL
team can be, relying on a small ball mixture of hit-and-runs, sacrifice bunts and stolen bases
to score runs. Even the lowly Kansas City Royals (.263 season batting average) outhit the
White Sox (.262), but Chicago’s 53 sacrifice bunts led the American League, and its 137
stolen bases (led by leadoff hitter Scott Podsednik’s 59) ranked fourth in the majors. At the
same time, the White Sox are fully capable of producing a big inning:
Seven players on their World Series roster hit 15 or more homers
this season, and the team’s total of 200 ranked fourth in the AL.
Their bench is relatively weak — the best bat on their bench
is probably Manager Ozzie Guillen — which could
hurt them in Games 3, 4 and 5 in Houston, when
pinch hitters will play a bigger role.

Astros Hitters

As might be expected when a team
loses Carlos Beltran and Jeff Kent and
fails to replace them, the Astros struggled
mightily to score runs at times this
season. No team in the majors was shut
out as many times (17), and the Astros’
.256 batting average ranked 27th in the
majors. They also hit only .249 against
lefties (29th in the majors), which bodes
well for the White Sox and starter Mark
Buehrle in Game 2. Like the White Sox,
they excel at small ball and frequently put
the game in motion. Morgan Ensherg
leads the team in postseason RBI with
nine. Veteran Jeff Bagwell, a nonentity for
much of the season because of a shoulder
injury, is expected to fill the DH role in
Games 1, 2, 6 and 7, giving Houston
one more deep threat.

Big Week for Konerko

White Sox first baseman
Paul Konerko said he missed
Thursday’s workout because
his wife had the couple’s first
baby.

“I think it’s a good thing
that we had it this week be-
cause there was a chance that
if we waited it out, something
could have happened next
week,” Konerko said. “I didn’t
want that to happen because
obviously we have this thing
going on and there would be a
question of whether I could
even get home for that.”

Lidge Is Recovering

Bullpen
Houston closer Brad Lidge Starters p

has had four days off since al-
lowing Albert Pujols’s game-
winning home run in Game 5
of the NLCS on Monday.
Lidge had previously pitched
in four of the first five games
of that series.

“I'm definitely enjoying the
days off,” Lidge said. “For me,
it’s nice to have some recov-
ery time.”

Lidge said he would liked
to have pitched in Game 6 on
Wednesday, but was happy
his team won.

“It didn’t matter as much to

It’s hard to remember whether the White Sox
even have a bullpen, so little has it been used of
late. Only Neal Cotts (two-thirds of an inning)
made an appearance in the ALCS. But thisis a
formidable bunch, and the White Sox are not
afraid to use them — in the Division Series, their
relievers pitched 7% critical scoreless innings,
including a pair of saves by closer Bobby Jenks.
Meantime, Astros closer Brad Lidge lost some of
his aura of invincibility by blowing a two-run
lead in Game 5 of the NLCS. But he and Chad
Qualls make up one of the best setup/closer
combos in the game. The “wild card” here is
Chicago’s Orlando Hernandez, who is capable of
taking over for a faltering starter and delivering
several shutdown innings in the middle of a

In lieu of mystique and aura, this is where
the World Series’ “sexy” quotient resides this
year: the deepest, most stacked rotations in
baseball squaring off, with marquee matchups
in the first three games: Contreras vs. Clemens,
Buehrle vs. Pettitte, Garland vs. Oswalt.

Those six pitchers won a combined 99 games
this season. If there is an advantage here, it is
in Game 4, where the White Sox will throw
14-game winner Freddy Garcia against
Houston’s Brandon Backe. The White Sox’
rotation accounted for 44% of the possible 45
innings in the ALCS, including four straight
complete games. But Houston’s Oswalt has
been the single most unhittable starter in this
postseason, winning each of his three starts and
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