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High School Football 2006

RIVER HILL

Coach: Brian

Van Deusen

2005: 11-2,8-1

Starters: 5/6

Defending 3A East region champion

has high expectations, and will turn

to senior QB-S Daniel Hostetler.

Senior TE Greg Nowak (6-4,

235) will be Hostetler’s

top target.

Howard County

WILDE
LAKE

Coach:

Doug DuVall

2005: 5-5, 4-5

Starters: 8/7

CENTENNIAL

Coach:

Jamie Wagner

2005: 4-6, 3-6

Starters: 8/9

The two Alexes (senior

RB-LB-DB Alex Bechta

and senior OL-DL Alex

Miller) are among several

leaders for the Eagles,

who have more depth

this season.

GLENELG

Coach:

Butch Schaffer*

2005: 6-4, 6-3

Starters: 4/4

The Gladiators have made

a county-record six con-

secutive playoff appear-

ances. With senior LB

Andy Curley anchoring

the defense, there is hope

that trend will continue.

HAMMOND

Coach:

Bill Smith

2005: 4-6, 4-5

Starters: 7/7

Seniors Josh Machiz and

Kevin Allen are two of

four starting OL that

will return this season

to make room for senior

RB Derrick Love.

MOUNT
HEBRON

Coach:

Larry Luthe

2005: 5-5, 4-5

Starters: 6/5

LB Aaron Simon (6-1,

220) already is garnering

nods for best in the

county. Senior OL-DL

Kevin Westerveldt

(6-6, 263) likely will

attract double teams.

RESERVOIR

Coach:

Joe Lewis

2005: 5-5, 4-5

Starters: 5/4

Five second-year players

will return to run the

Gators’ Wing-T offense,

including senior captains

QB Matt Barbusca and

OG-LB James Pelzer.

HOWARD

Coach:

Al Feldblum*

2005: 3-7, 3-7

Starters: 7/8

A spread offense was

installed to highlight this

team's speed. Senior DB

Tyler Curley intercepted

seven passes last

season, returning two

for touchdowns.

MARRIOTTS
RIDGE

Coach:

Ken Hovet

(First season
for program)

The Mustangs will be

without seniors in their

first year of varsity

competition. Junior

QB Kevin Seker (6-2,

180) will command

the spread offense.

OAKLAND
MILLS

Coach: Seth

Willingham* 

2005: 0-10, 0-9

Starters: 2/2

An inexperienced team

will have to catch on

fast. Junior QB Justin

Sottilare will look to

senior WR David

Pearman on the outside. 

LONG REACH 

Coach:

Pete Hughes

2005: 9-2, 8-1

Starters: 7/6

Senior RB Keith
Richardson (5-9, 185)

is the team’s top offensive

threat. He’ll slip under cen-

ter some to add versatility

to the Lightning's offense.

ATHOLTON

Coach:

Chuck Fales

2005: 8-4, 6-3

Starters: 5/7

The defense will be the

strength. Senior Brett

McQuilkin started all

12 games at QB last

season and is one of

three returners in the

secondary.

WESTLAKE

Coach: Dominic

Zaccarelli

2005: 8-3, 8-2

Starters: 4/5

Injuries to starters last season gave RBs

Kenard Harris and Albert Hanks a chance

to prepare for more featured roles this

year. LB A.J. Gross shores up an

athletic defense. 

NORTHERN

Coach:

A.J. Berberian

2005: 7-3, 7-3

Starters: 6/5

CHOPTICON

Coach:

Tony Lisanti

2005: 7-3, 7-3

Starters: 8/4

One of the conference’s

surprise teams last

season. Third-year

starting QB Justin

McVerry has a 6-5,

220-pound target in

TE Ivan Cerkez.

McDONOUGH

Coach:

Dave Bradshaw

2005: 6-5, 6-4

Starters: 6/6

The Rams lost All-Met A.J.

Wallace but added a 6-5

receiver and Maryland-

bound transfer Derek

Drummond, who should

thrive in McDonough’s

spread offense.

CALVERT

Coach:

Marc Watson

2005: 5-5, 5-5

Starters: 7/7

Calvert made waves by

winning its final four

games last year. Watson

believes QB Anthony

Lorenzano has the

makeup of a 2,000-yard

passer.

GREAT
MILLS

Coach:

Bill Griffith

2005: 3-7, 3-7

Starters: 7/7

QB Cody Kohn, the

SMAC’s leading passer last

season, returns for his

fourth varsity season and

should connect often with

big-play WR Will Smith,

who emerged last year.

LACKEY 

Coach:

Doug Lamb*

2005: 9-3, 8-2

Starters: 3/3

The Chargers have

reached the 3A final in

two of the past three

seasons. Junior RB-LB

Mike Johnson (1,200

rushing yards), will lead

on both sides of the ball.

LA PLATA

Coach:

Chris Davidson

2005: 3-7, 3-7

Starters: 8/8

The Warriors have a pair

of 6-3 receivers in Darrell

Robinson and Marcus

James Jr., and depth in

the backfield with speedy

RBs Marcus Smoot and

Robert Watley.

PATUXENT

Coach:

Steve Crounse

2005: 5-5, 5-5

Starters: 4/7

LBs Steve Sanders and

Brian Turner should

flourish in the attacking

3-5 scheme that Patuxent

debuted during an upset

of Westlake at the end of

last season.

THOMAS
STONE

Coach:

Kevin Heider*

2005: 7-4, 7-3

Starters: 5/5

The Cougars will

showcase some of their

versatility with Wiley

Brown and Frank Carter,

who can play either wide

receiver or running back.

HUNTINGTOWN

Coach:

Jerry Franks

2005: 1-9, 1-9

Starters: 7/5

The Hurricanes head into

this year with a strong

crop of upperclassmen.

Seniors Gene McKenzie,

Jack Cholak and Kyle

Waters return to stabilize

the offensive line.

LEONARDTOWN

Coach:

Brett Johnson*

2005: 0-10, 0-10

Starters: 4/4

Southern Maryland Athletic Conference

The Patriots ran on more

than 75 percent of their

plays last season. The reason:

senior RB A.J. Brown
(1,324 yards) and road

paving OL Brian Willhide.

URBANA

Coach:

Joe Polce

2005: 9-2, 5-1

Starters: 7/6

Urbana received a big boost in the

offseason with the transfer of QB

Matt Ray from Poolesville.

He had started for two years

there. RB Ryan Smith also

will be a third-year starter.

BRUNSWICK

Coach:

Kevin Lynott

2005: 9-4, 5-1

Starters: 5/3

Coming off one of the

school’s best seasons,

Lynott has few returning

starters but does have four

linemen back from a squad

that rushed for almost

300 yards per game. 

CATOCTIN

Coach:

Doug Williams

2005: 8-3, 4-2

Starters: 5/5

Junior QB D.J. Doyle is

a running and passing

threat and has been

starting since his

freshman year. He’ll look

for senior WRs Nick Stiles

and Colten Eureka.

Monocacy Valley

LINGANORE

Coach:

Rick Conner

2005: 8-3, 5-1

Starters: 6/4

Linganore has its top two

tacklers back in 6-2,

230-pound junior LB

Todd Cox and senior LB

Cliff May. Junior WR C.J.

Thomas is another player

to watch.

MIDDLETOWN

Coach:

Lorne Ridenour

2005: 9-3, 5-1

Starters: 8/8

QB-FS Kevin Linehan,

290-pound interior line-

man Andrew Crown, RB-

DB Jimmy Hargett and WR

Brandon Kline — all sen-

iors — lead a team that

has high expectations.

THOMAS
JOHNSON

Coach:

Ben Wright

2005: 6-4, 3-3

Starters: 4/3

The Patriots have one of

the area's top running

backs in senior Terrance

Kerns, a West Virginia

recruit. But the team lost

36 players from last year.

TUSCARORA

Coach:

Shawn Carey

2005: 5-5, 2-4

Starters: 3/6

The burgeoning Frederick

school has playoff hopes

along with its first group

of veterans, highlighted

by senior LB Jay King and

senior FS Brian Sweeney.

FREDERICK 

Coach:

Vince Ahearn 

2005: 3-7, 2-4

Starters: 3/5

The Cadets are starting

to recover from losing

many potential players to

Tuscarora. Senior QB

Damian Wallace returns

after suffering a season-

ending injury last year.

WALKERSVILLE

Coach:

Ryan Hines

2005: 1-9, 0-6

Starters: 4/3

Last season, Hines’s first,

was a transition year as

offense switched from a

wing-T to a multiple-

formation attack. The

defense is anchored by

senior LB Ryan Joyce.

RB JaQuan Shields, a

burner with a 4.4 40-

yard dash time, could

surprise. Junior WR

Michael Hebb (6-1, 190)

gives the Raiders another

strong offensive option.

State champion sprinter

and RB Zach Brown

(6-2, 220) will be a

major force for a more

experienced Wildecats

team this season.

By Andrew Levine

Special to The Washington Post

The first day of practice,
Aug. 15, and already La
Plata had a dilemma. The
program had 138 players

and just 108 helmets and shoulder
pads. But when you consider the
situation Coach Chris Davidson
inherited when he took over in
2004, this wasn’t such a bad prob-
lem.

The Warriors finished the 2003
season suiting up 23 players for

their final home game, and it had
become apparent to Athletic Di-
rector Cliff Nagle that upon hir-
ing a new coach, the first order of
business would center on renew-
ing interest in the program. The
victories would come later.

With that first item checked off
the list, the Warriors have reason
for optimism after amassing sev-
en wins over the past two sea-
sons.

The number of players gives
the coaches flexibility and a great-
er talent pool to draw from, while

the players find themselves in
competition for spots where there
previously hadn’t.

“When we started out it was al-
most a joke,” senior Tyler Shy-
mansky said. “It was more about
having fun. Now it’s about getting
work done, and it’s still fun be-
cause you can see the results.”

The increased participation is
due largely to a grassroots re-
cruiting campaign on the part of
the coaches — scouring the hall-
ways in search of talent — and a
strong working relationship with

the town’s youth football pro-
gram. Future success, though,
falls heavily on the players, and
whether they can turn this into a
self-sustaining mechanism.

“As a program we’re getting
into some longevity where we can
say to every class, ‘Your success is
predicated on the class behind
you because they’re going to fill in
the gaps that you don’t have,’ ”
Davidson said. “That’s a great
motivation for our kids to speak
highly of the program and get
kids to come out.”

SIZING IT UP » LA PLATA

Late in the 2003 season, the Warriors suited up just
23 players. This summer, 138 came out for football.

BY JOEL RICHARDSON — THE WASHINGTON POST

The sky’s the limit now that the La Plata football team has an increase in players. “We’re getting into some longevity,” said Coach Chris Davidson.

La Plata’s New Attitude Draws a Crowd

By Daniel Lyght

Washington Post Staff Writer

Gun right slot close bliz-
zard.

This might be the name
of one of Oakland Mills’

plays, but even if it is, don’t expect
Coach Seth Willingham to admit
it. 

Willingham won’t give a peek in-
side his playbook, which is more
than 25 pages and includes at least
15 formations — making it one of
the bigger playbooks in Howard

County. 
If fact, he’ll just reveal the front

cover: “Oakland Mills Football
2006.” 

“That’s pretty much all you’re
gonna get from me,” the brawny,
bristly-faced, first-year head coach
said, smiling as he helped players
with their equipment. 

The Scorpions are in the midst
of rebuilding their program after
finishing 0-10 last season, but that
didn’t deter Willingham from in-
stalling a more complex offensive
system. He launched right in,

scrapping last year’s wing-T set
and distributing playbooks during
the summer so the team could run
through various formations on the
first day of practice. 

The changes were made so the
Scorpions could “catch defenses in
weak spots,” Willingham said. “If
they overload the strong side, you
can come back on the weak side.
Certain teams, if they can’t match
up against a formation, they’ll
switch to cover one [man] and
then you have an advantage in the
passing game.” 

Mastering the offense has been
a challenge at times. Sophomore
fullback Nick King shifts to change
formations and has had some diffi-
culty with pre-snap motions. 

“It’s been hard because I’m not
used to making mistakes,” King
said. 

Junior lineman Michael Santia-
go first thought, “I have all this
stuff that makes no sense to me.”
But after time, Santiago, King and
the rest of the Scorpions are feel-
ing good about the season, the
playbook and all 15 formations. 

SIZING IT UP » OAKLAND MILLS

Scorpions players have to master a 25-page
playbook that includes at least 15 formations.

BY KEVIN CLARK — THE WASHINGTON POST

Oakland Mills first-year coach Seth Willingham calls a play as Rich Gonzalez, Bryson Cramer and David Pearman, from left, try to learn a new offense.

Playbook Is Scorpions’ Secret Weapon


