
By Daniel Lyght

Washington Post Staff Writer

The Southern Bulldogs care
about what happens on the
football field, not the size
of their school. And they

don’t think one has anything to do
with the other.

Southern’s enrollment (1,268) is
the lowest in Anne Arundel County,
a school system with 12 public high
schools: eight 4A schools, three 3A
schools and Southern, the sole
school in the 2A classification as
determined by the Maryland Public
Secondary Schools Athletic Associ-
ation. The Bulldogs’ size doesn’t
make them any less of a football
team in their minds, but it does
give them something to prove.

“We play with heart and with
passion, so . . . being the smallest
doesn’t really affect us,” said senior
Eric Foote, a 6-foot-2, 250-pound
fullback and linebacker.

Senior defensive back-running
back Derrell Brown echoed Foote’s
sentiments.

“Some of those 4A schools are
overrated anyway,” said Brown.

That’s what Southern hopes to
prove this season, as it begins a 10-
game schedule that includes just
one 2A opponent (Baltimore Poly-
technic, in its season opener Sept. 8
in Baltimore). After that, nine
games against bigger Anne Arun-
del schools await. And Southern
Coach Russ Meyers likes that just
fine. For a 2A team, there are big
advantages to playing schools in
higher classifications — the
MPSSAA’s playoff point system re-
wards smaller schools for playing
larger schools.

“If you’re fortunate to win one of
those games it’s more points than
beating a 2A school, so for the play-
offs it’s a benefit,” said Meyers, en-
tering his 12th season as coach at
Southern.

Although the Bulldogs are com-
ing off a disappointing 3-7 season
that saw them go just 3-6 against
county competition, they have a
history of doing well against larger
schools. In 2002 and ’03, they were
a combined 12-3 in the county and
they went to the playoffs three
straight seasons (2002-04). 

Meyers still has his sights set on
a county title. “We haven’t won a
county championship yet,” he said.

SIZING IT UP » SOUTHERN

As the only Class 2A team in the county,
the Bulldogs face a bigger school every week.

Southern Enjoys Being in Class of Its Own

BY KEVIN CLARK — THE WASHINGTON POST

Clockwise from top left: Eric Foote, Justin Bishop, Derrell Brown and Justin Chura don’t fear Class 3A and 4A teams.
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PARKDALE

Coach:

Quentin Hines*

2005: 7-3, 6-3

Starters: 3/4

After narrowly missing

playoffs, Panthers will

rely on standout RB Jason

Smith. Entire offensive

line must be replaced as

QB Eric Evans takes over.

WISE

Coach:

DaLawn Parrish*

(First year
of program)

Prince George’s newest

school opens with no sen-

iors and a tough varsity

schedule for a team with

only two players with any

varsity experience. 

C.H. FLOWERS

Coach:

Mike Mayo

2005: 10-2, 8-1

Starters: 8/5

Maryland 4A South Region finalist

simply will reload again. RBs Kenan
Fenwick and Joseph Medley will

get most of the work in the wing-T

offense, where all five starting

linemen return.

Prince George’s 4A

SUITLAND 

Coach:

Nick Lynch

2005: 7-4, 7-2

Starters: 7/6

Perennial playoff contender

brings back four senior

starting offensive linemen.

DE-LB Brandon Adams looks

likely to be the starting

quarterback as well.

BLADENSBURG

Coach:

Ken Roberts

2005: 0-10, 0-9

Starters: 8/6

Mustangs hope to reap

benefits from playing 28

sophomores last season.

QB Delonte Walk will

operate out of a spread

offense. New stadium

field is ready for use.

CROSSLAND

Coach:

Keith Howard

2005: 3-7, 2-7 

Starters: 4/3

QB Andre Taylor must

shoulder more responsi-

bility. A tough schedule

— with Eleanor

Roosevelt and C.H.

Flowers in the first three

weeks — won’t help. 

HIGH POINT

Coach:

Greg Hill

2005: 3-7, 2-7

Starters: 4/5

Junior QB Blake Lyles is

back and should have

some protection, with

three starting offensive

linemen also back.  Eagles

still need several younger

players to step up.

LAUREL

Coach:

Corey Harris*

2005: 1-9, 1-8

Starters: 2/2

Spartans turn over nearly

entire starting lineup and

get a new coach, who

was the school’s cross-

country coach  last year.

Junior QB Brandon Harvey

did not play last season. 

NORTHWESTERN

Coach:

Bryan Pierre

2005: 4-6, 4-5

Starters: 2/4

Perennially in contention

for a playoff berth,

Wildcats will be

challenged by youth

and inexperience this

season. RB Kevin Dixon

has potential.

OXON HILL

Coach:

Randolph Warren

2005: 4-6, 4-5

Starters: 2/1

Clippers must replace 14

seniors from last season.

WRs Gerald Foster and

Kevin Matthews return.

Warren has been

impressed by QB Mark

Queen's decision-making.

ELEANOR
ROOSEVELT

Coach:

Rick Houchens

2005: 7-4, 6-3

Starters: 8/7

BOWIE

Coach:

Jae Jackson

2005: 7-3, 6-3

Starters: 4/3

Bulldogs enjoyed turn-

around in Jackson’s first

season. Several skill play-

ers graduated, but led by

RB-LB Evan Harrington,

this team is poised to

improve.

FRIENDLY

Coach:

George Earley

2005: 9-2, 6-1

Starters: 8/8

FAIRMONT
HEIGHTS

Coach:

Stefan Gansert

2005: 2-8, 1-6

Starters: 7/6

Hornets took lumps last

season, but have bulk of

starters returning. QB

Michael Johnson guides

an offense that needs to

improve on last season's

12.9 points per game.

FORESTVILLE

Coach:

Charles Harley

2005: 5-5, 4-3

Starters: 4/8

Knights drop to the

Maryland 1A South

Region, meaning that if

they can qualify for the

playoffs out of a tough

league, a postseason run

is possible.

LARGO

Coach:

Del Hughes*

2005: 3-7, 3-7

Starters: 3/3

Lions will be young. First-

year coach Hughes wants

to implement a West

Coast offense, which could

mean plenty of touches for

WR Walter Cook and TE

Thomas Kennedy.

SURRATTSVILLE

Coach:

Tom Green

2005: 5-5, 3-4

Starters: 7/7

QB-S Andre Johnson,

FB Davin Meggett and

RB-S John Briscoe are

veterans and a move to

the Maryland 1A South

Region could help as

well.

DOUGLASS

Coach:

J.C. Pinkney

2005: 12-1, 10-0

Starters: 4/4

After one season in the 4A

league, the Eagles return

to the 3A/2A/1A. Three

linemen return along with

DE-TE Zary Stewart

(Syracuse) and LB Jerrell

Wedge (Miami, Ohio).

POTOMAC

Coach:

Eric Knight

2005: 12-2, 5-2

Starters: 4/2

Maryland 2A two-time

defending champion

must replace top skill

players, but four starting

offensive linemen return.

PK Kemar Scarlett also

will play wide receiver.

CENTRAL

Coach:

Stan Hall*

2005: 0-10, 0-7

Starters: 4/3

After tumultuous year in

which coach was fired in

midseason, Hall takes

over team that has 23-

game losing streak. 

DuVAL

Coach: Franklin

Weaver*

2005: 2-8, 2-5

Starters: 5/2

Tigers had 27 seniors last

season; will have 15 soph-

omores this season. WRs

Timothy Butler and Andre

Clark give team a pair of

playmakers.

GWYNN PARK 

Coach:

Danny Hayes

2005: 14-0, 7-0

Starters: 7/8

Prince George’s 3A/2A/1A

ANNAPOLIS

Coach:

Brian Brown

2005: 7-3, 7-2

Starters: 5/6

Defense will be the

Panthers’ strong point,

especially the linebacker

corps, as all-county sen-

ior Jon Schwartz returns

alongside Benny Price

and Willon Forrester.

BROADNECK

Coach:

Jeff Herrick

2005: 4-6, 4-6

Starters: 6/4

Six second-year players,

including junior WR J.J.

Hicks, return for the

Bruins, who hope to

rebound from a season in

which they lost five games

by five points or less.

MEADE

Coach:

Andrew Smith

2005: 3-7, 3-7

Starters: 7/6

The Mustangs considered

their voluntary summer

sessions a success and

come into the season with

several positions filled by

returning starters, includ-

ing senior RB Ian Turner.

NORTH
COUNTY

Coach:

Gary Liddick

2005: 6-5, 6-4

Starters: 3/3

SEVERNA
PARK

Coach:

J.P. Hines

2005: 10-2, 9-0

Starters: 5/5

Seniors Chris Hunt, Brent

Sanders and Tommy

Bryant will be a strength

in the secondary for the

Falcons, causing prob-

lems for opponents’

passing attacks.

SOUTHERN

Coach:

Russ Meyers

2005: 3-7, 3-6

Starters: 6/6

The Bulldogs will have

four three-year starters

this fall, including 6-2,

250-pound FB-LB Eric

Foote and Derrel Brown,

one of the county's top

DBs.

SOUTH RIVER

Coach:

Steve Erxleben

2005: 4-6, 4-6

Starters: 4/7

Junior RB Josh Wright and

junior QB Bobby Cooper,

both returning starters, have the

potential to form the top one-

two punch in the county this

season.

Expect teams to kick away

from Justin Murdock. He

won the Maryland 4A/3A

indoor title in the 55

meters and the 4A outdoor

title in the 100 last year.

CHESAPEAKE

Coach:

Merlin Means*

2005: 1-9, 1-9

Starters: 3/3

A solid group of seniors,

including 6-3, 320-pound

C Josh Sanoske, will try to

get program back on track

after winning three games

in the past two seasons.

GLEN BURNIE

Coach:

Len Thomas* 

2005: 1-9, 1-9

Starters: 5/5

ARUNDEL

Coach: Chuck

Markiewicz

2005: 9-3, 8-2

Starters: 6/4

Arundel will shoot for its

fourth straight playoff

appearance behind junior

QB Nick Elko and an

offense that averaged more

than 28 points per game.

Talented inexperience

marks the Knights’

offense, as junior QB

Zack Powell will run the

shotgun offense with

sophomore RB Billy

Lawver beside him.

NORTHEAST

Coach:

Mike Cotham

2005: 4-6, 4-5

Starters: 5/5

Junior QB Mike Tibbs,

went 4-2 as a starter last

season and Mike Hite,

a senior nose guard,

will head the defense.

OLD MILL

Coach: Damian

Ferragamo* 

2005: 10-3, 8-2

Starters: 4/4

Patriots lost a number of

gifted seniors, including

state record holder RB

Ryan Callahan. Look for

senior QB Kelian Stevens

to be a spark.

Anne Arundel County

Patriots could be one of area’s most

talented teams. QB-S Joe Haden
(Florida) is dangerous with the

ball, as are RBs Lamaar Thomas,

Rakeem Vick and Joe Haden’s

younger brother, Josh Haden. 

Raiders will be young,

but believe in their talent

and should be in the mix

for another league title.

RBs Mike Avent and

Devon Smith lead the

backfield.

Coming off first state championship,

Yellow Jackets appear loaded again,

including OT-DE Courtney Prince (Virginia

Tech) and TE-LB Taylor Watson (Maryland).

By Josh Barr

Washington Post Staff Writer

Scheduling a staff meeting
means reserving the
school’s multipurpose
room. Outfitting everyone

with T-shirts and other gear can
get expensive. Remembering ev-
eryone’s name can be a challenge.
And there are plenty of differences
of opinion.

That’s what happens when you
have one of the Washington area’s
biggest coaching staffs.

While other schools struggle to

find coaches, C.H. Flowers Coach
Mike Mayo has 14 assistants for
the school’s varsity team. Bring in
the 10 junior varsity assistants for
staff meetings, Mayo said, and
“then you’re talking.”

“If we all agreed,” Mayo said,
“there wouldn’t be a purpose of me
having a staff.”

On the varsity, there are two as-
sistants for the offensive line, two
for the defensive line, two for line-
backers and two for special teams.
Two of the assistants played for
Mayo when he coached at Forest-
ville, defensive ends coach Garland

Johnson and offensive line coach
Arthur Moore. Three more joined
the Jaguars’ staff last season,
though Mayo said the large num-
ber of assistants has not become
unwieldy.

“They know what they’ve got to
do,” Mayo said. “It works out pret-
ty good. We have interesting con-
versations. Everybody just wants
to win, that’s the bottom line. Peo-
ple have asked me why I’ve got so
many coaches. To me, if you’ve got
men, particularly black men, that
want to work with kids — that’s so
hard to find and you find people

that are willing to do that — it’s
hard for me to say no.”

The only thing Mayo tells in-
terested coaches is not to expect
much money. Prince George’s
County provides stipends of less
than $3,000 for a head coach and
three assistants; everyone else is
considered a volunteer, though
Mayo divvies it up among all coach-
es based on seniority and place on
the staff.

“We know it’s nothing but gas
money, if that,” Mayo said. “It’s
about working with the kids and
having fun.”

SIZING IT UP » C.H. FLOWERS

The Jaguars have 14 varsity assistant
coaches — and 10 J.V. assistants.

BY PRESTON KERES — THE WASHINGTON POST

The coaches at C.H. Flowers meet during a recent practice. “If we all agreed, there wouldn’t be a purpose of me having a staff,” said head coach Mike Mayo.

Jaguars Lead League in Viewpoints


