
SPECIALSPT 08-27-08 EZ EE J7 CMYK

J7CMYK

J7CMYK

M
O

NT
GO

M
ER

Y 
2A

/1
A CLARKSBURG

BBB
Coach: Larry Hurd 
2007: 12-1, 3-0
Starters: 7/7

Three-year starters LB-RB
Avery Graham (Maryland)
and RB Mark Small lead this
2007 2A semifinal team.
S 5 Walter Johnson 6:30
S 12 Blake 6:30
S 19 at Northwood 6:30
S 26 Wootton 6:30
O 3 Poolesville 6:30
O 10 at B-CC 6:30
O 16 at Rockville 6:30
O 24 Einstein 6:30
O 31 Lansdowne 6:30
N 7 at Watkins Mill 6:30

NORTHWOOD
BB
Coach: Dennis Harris
2007: 5-5, 1-2
Starters: 2/1

Junior QB Jimmy Hessler threw
for 1,500 yards in seven
games last season before
injuring his ankle.
S 5 at Rockville 6:30
S 12 at Blair 6:30
S 19 Clarksburg 6:30
S 26 at Poolesville 6:30
O 3 Wicomico 6:30
O 10 at Einstein 6:30
O 17 St. George’s 6:30
O 25 Wheaton 2
O 31 at Walter Johnson 6:30
N 7 Kennedy 6:30

POOLESVILLE
BB
Coach: Steve Orsini
2007: 3-7, 0-3
Starters: 3/4

Senior TB-DE Chase Beck,
who played FB in 2007, will
try to help raise the team’s
scoring.
S 5 at Brunswick 7
S 12 Smithsburg 6:30
S 19 at Boonsboro 7:30
S 26 Northwood 6:30
O 3 at Clarksburg 6:30
O 10 at Samuel Banks 3:45
O 17 at Walter Johnson 6:30
O 24 B-CC 6:30
O 31 Rockville 6:30
N 7 at Maryland SFD 7

ROCKVILLE
BB
Coach: Mark Maradei 
2007: 5-5, 2-1
Starters: 7/7

After its first playoff bid in
11 years, this team has a
deep receiving corps and
senior QB Peter Nalle.
S 5 Northwood 6:30
S 12 Richard Mont. 6:30
S 19 at Einstein 6:30
S 26 Caravel Acad. (Del.) 6:30
O 3 at Wheaton 6:30
O 10 Wootton 6:30
O 16 Clarksburg 6:30
O 24 at North Point 7
O 31 at Poolesville 6:30
N 7 Blake 6:30

Father figure of the league: Ernie Ceccato led Poolesville to its only state final (1983) along with two other playoff appearances in 15 years, before leaving to start the Quince Orchard program in 1988. Three years later, he won a title with the Cougars.

BY PRESTON KERES 
— THE WASHINGTON POST

Mark Small,
powering for extra
yardage against
Wootton last season,
returns to give
Clarksburg an
experienced
backfield tandem.

CALVERT
B
Coach: Marc Watson
2007: 2-8, 2-7
Starters: 6/4

Brandon Greening (5-11,
195) will lead a young team
at QB rather than his natural
tailback position. 
S 5 at Westlake 7
S 12 McDonough 7
S 19 at Huntingtown 7
S 27 at La Plata 1:30
O 3 Northern 7
O 10 at Thomas Stone 7
O 16 Leonardtown 7
O 24 at Great Mills 7
O 31 Patuxent 7
N 7 Mountain Ridge 7:30

CHOPTICON
BB
Coach: Tony Lisanti
2007: 6-5, 5-4
Starters: 4/8

QB Leo Kyte (1,200 yards,
14 TDs) is protected by OLs
Travis Popalarcheck and
Jordan Butler.
S 5 La Plata 7
S 12 at Huntingtown 7
S 18 Leonardtown 7
S 26 Thomas Stone 7
O 4 at Potomac (Md.) 2
O 10 at Lackey 7
O 17 Patuxent 7
O 24 Westlake 7
O 31 at Great Mills 7
N 7 at Northern 7

GREAT MILLS
B
Coach: Bill Griffith
2007: 0-10, 0-9
Starters: 4/4

After losing seven starters
to injury last year, Griffith
has higher expectations for
his team.
S 5 Northern 7
S 12 La Plata 7
S 20 at Severn 3
S 26 at Westlake 7
O 3 at Leonardtown 7
O 10 McDonough 7
O 16 at Huntingtown 7
O 24 Calvert 7
O 31 Chopticon 7
N 7 at Patuxent 7

HUNTINGTOWN
BB
Coach: Jerry Franks
2007: 7-4, 6-3
Starters: 5/4

Dark horse is buoyed by St.
Mary’s-Annapolis transfer
Peter Athens, who is poised
to win the starting QB spot. 
S 5 at McDonough 7
S 12 Chopticon 7
S 19 Calvert 7
S 26 at North Point 7
O 3 at Patuxent 7
O 10 Loch Raven 7
O 16 Great Mills 7
O 24 at La Plata 7
O 31 Northern 7
N 7 at Leonardtown 7

LACKEY
BBB
Coach: Doug Lamb
2007: 10-3, 8-1
Starters: 6/7

CBs Darrell Givens and
Antwan Smith, S Gary
Fortune and S-QB Malcolm
Willis make Chargers a threat.
S 5 at Urbana 7
S 12 at Patuxent 7
S 19 Thomas Stone 7
S 26 Northern 7
O 3 at McDonough 7
O 10 Chopticon 7
O 17 at North Point 7
O 24 Leonardtown 7
O 31 at Westlake 7
N 7 La Plata 7

LA PLATA
B
Coach: Andrew Loucks
2007: 5-5, 5-5
Starters: 3/3

Senior Adam Joson moves
from WR-DB to QB in the
triple-option offense. Kevin
Roach is the starting FS. 
S 5 at Chopticon 7
S 12 at Great Mills 7
S 19 North Point 7
S 27 Calvert 1:30
O 3 at Thomas Stone 7
O 10 Patuxent 7
O 17 at Westlake 7
O 24 Huntingtown 7
O 31 McDonough 7
N 7 at Lackey 7

LEONARDTOWN
B
Coach: Anthony Pratley
2007: 3-7, 2-6
Starters: 2/3

WRs Mike Copenhaver and
Nick Corey are key. For the
first time in four years, the
Raiders have the same coach. 
S 5 at Thomas Stone 7
S 12 Westlake 7
S 18 at Chopticon 7
S 26 at Patuxent 7
O 3 Great Mills 7
O 10 North Point 7
O 16 at Calvert 7
O 24 at Lackey 7
O 31 Landon 7
N 7 Huntingtown 7

MCDONOUGH
BB
Coach: Luke Ethington*
2007: 7-4, 7-2
Starters: 5/3

Ethington inherits an
experienced offensive line,
anchored by Ray Thompson
and Tommy Hawks.
S 5 Huntingtown 7
S 12 at Calvert 7
S 19 at Westlake 7
S 26 Friendly 6:30
O 3 Lackey 7
O 10 at Great Mills 7
O 17 Thomas Stone 7
O 24 Northern 7
O 31 at La Plata 7
N 7 at North Point 7

SM
AC

NORTHERN
BB
Coach: A.J. Berberian
2007: 3-7,2-7
Starters: 4/9

The Patriots have their first
returning starting QB since
2003 All-Met Sean
Schaefer. 
S 5 at Great Mills 7
S 12 North Point 7
S 19 Patuxent 7
S 26 at Lackey 7
O 3 at Calvert 7
O 10 Westlake 7
O 17 Patapsco 7
O 24 at McDonough 7
O 31 at Huntingtown 7
N 7 Chopticon 7

NORTH POINT
BB
Coach: Ken Lane
2007: Record: 3-7, 2-5
Starters: 11/11

The Eagles have their first
senior class, but it’s
sophomore LB Connor Crowell
who keys the defense.
S 5 Patuxent 7
S 12 at Northern 7
S 19 at La Plata 7
S 26 Huntingtown 7
O 3 Westlake 7
O 10 at Leonardtown 7
O 17 Lackey 7
O 24 Rockville 7
O 31 at Thomas Stone 7
N 7 McDonough 7

PATUXENT
BBB
Coach: Steve Crounse
2007: 11-1, 10-0
Starters: 3/5

The Panthers should compete
for the title again with RB
Ra’Joun Nelson and WRs
Justin Ford and Eric Farmer.
S 5 at North Point 7
S 12 Lackey 7
S 19 at Northern 7
S 26 Leonardtown 7
O 3 Huntingtown 7
O 10 at La Plata 7
O 17 at Chopticon 7
O 24 Thomas Stone 7
O 31 at Calvert 7
N 7 Great Mills 7

THOMAS STONE
B
Coach: Jeremiah Vedis
2007: 1-9, 1-8
Starters: 5/6

The Cougars must build a
completely new offensive
line to help create space for
senior RB Zach Lohr.
S 5 Leonardtown 7
S 12 at Linganore 7
S 19 at Lackey 7
S 26 at Chopticon 7
O 3 La Plata 7
O 10 Calvert 7
O 17 at McDonough 7
O 24 at Patuxent 7
O 31 North Point 7
N 7 Westlake 7

WESTLAKE
BB
Coach: Dominic Zaccarelli
2007: 10-2, 8-1
Starters: 3/4

This inexperienced team
could contend for the
conference title thanks to
LB Evan Harris.
S 5 Calvert 7
S 12 at Leonardtown 7
S 19 McDonough 7
S 26 Great Mills 7
O 3 at North Point 7
O 10 at Northern 7
O 17 La Plata 7
O 24 at Chopticon 7
O 31 Lackey 7
N 7 at Thomas Stone 7

Father figure of the league: In 19 years at McDonough, Larry Johnson won three state championships (1983, ’85 and ’90). He’s entering his 14th season on the Penn State staff but remains closely tied to Southern Maryland. 

BY JONATHAN NEWTON — THE WASHINGTON POST

With just seven starters
back in the fold, Evan
Harris, right, will have to
carry quite a load for
Westlake if it hopes to
reach the playoffs for a
seventh consecutive
season.
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B
Coach: Jeff Seals
2007: 0-10, 0-5 
Starters: 7/7

Senior RB Jonathan
Haughton is one of 23
players back from last
season. 

S 5 at Blake 6:30
S 12 Northwood 6:30
S 19 at Gaithersburg 6:30
S 26 Whitman 6:30
O 3 at Magruder 6:30
O 10 Sherwood 6:30
O 16 at Wootton 6:30
O 24 at Kennedy 6:30
O 31 Damascus 6:30
N 7 Springbrook 6:30

BLAKE
B
Coach: Tony Nazzaro
2007: 2-8, 1-4
Starters: 5/5

The starting offensive
backfield of senior Daniel
Wilson and junior Kwabena
Asante anchors one of the
quicker teams in the county. 
S 5 Blair 6:30
S 12 at Clarksburg 6:30
S 19 at Sherwood 6:30
S 26 Walter Johnson 6:30
O 3 at Churchill 6:30
O 10 Gaithersburg 6:30
O 17 Springbrook 6:30
O 24 at Paint Branch 6:30
O 31 Magruder 6:30;
N 7 at Rockville 6:30

GAITHERSBURG
BBB
Coach: Kreg Kephart
2007: 6-4, 3-2
Starters: 6/7

Senior RB B.J. Marshall
rushed for 100 yards in each
of his starts last year,
including 319 in a victory
over Blake.
S 5 Springbrook 6:30
S 12 at Wheaton 6:30
S 19 Blair 6:30
S 26 at Churchill 6:30
O 3 Quince Orchard 6:30
O 10 at Blake 6:30
O 17 at Northwest 6:30
O 24 Watkins Mill 6:30
O 31 Sherwood 6:30
N 7 at Magruder 6:30

MAGRUDER
BB
Coach: Doug Miller
2007: 6-5, 3-2
Starters: 6/5

Coming off their first playoff
berth in 19 years, the
Colonels’ offensive and
defensive lines both return in
full. 
S 5 Sherwood 6:30
S 12 Watkins Mill 6:30
S 19 at Springbrook 6:30
S 26 at Quince Orchard 6:30
O 3 Blair 6:30
O 10 at Damascus 6:30
O 17 at Churchill 6:30
O 24 Wootton 6:30
O 31 at Blake 6:30
N 7 Gaithersburg 6:30

SHERWOOD
BBB
Coach: Al Thomas
2007: 10-2, 5-0
Starters: 5/5

Winners of 33 games in
three years, the Warriors’
defense is led by LB Steven
Gamble, DE Thomas Huff and
DB Chris Everett. 
S 5 at Magruder 6:30
S 12 Paint Branch 6:30
S 19 Blake 6:30
S 26 at Northwest 6:30
O 3 Springbrook 6:30
O 10 at Blair 6:30
O 17 Quince Orchard 6:30
O 25 Richard Montgomery 6:30
O 31 at Gaithersburg 6:30
N 7 at Whitman 6:30

SPRINGBROOK
BB
Coach: Rob Wendel
2007: 5-5, 3-2
Starters: 7/7

Senior QB Phoenix
Butler-Poole should flourish
with senior WR Jordan
Brown and junior WR
Mitchell Pollard.
S 5 at Gaithersburg 6:30
S 12 Kennedy 6:30
S 19 Magruder 6:30
S 26 at Rich. Montgomery 6:30
O 3 at Sherwood 6:30
O 10 Paint Branch 5:30
O 17 at Blake 6:30
O 25 Northwest 1
O 31 Whitman 6:30
N 7 at Blair 6:30

Father figure of the league: In addition to winning 312 games and two state titles in 43 years at Gaithersburg, John Harvill was perhaps the most innovative offensive mind in county history.

BY PRESTON KERES — THE WASHINGTON POST

Quarterback Xavier Johnson won’t be back to make
another run at the playoffs, but Magruder can still
celebrate bringing back both lines intact.
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B
Coach: Joe Allen 
2007: 2-8, 1-6
Starters: 8/7

Senior QB Jake Boross and
his top three receivers —
senior Gib Jenkins, and
juniors Casey Fitzgerald and
Casey Shamma — are back. 
S 5 at Paint Branch 6:30
S 12 Whitman 6:30
S 19 at Seneca Valley 6:30
S 26 Watkins Mill 6:30
O 4 at Kennedy 2
O 10 Clarksburg 6:30
O 17 Damascus 6:30
O 24 at Poolesville 6:30
O 31 at Einstein 6:30
N 7 Wheaton 6:30

DAMASCUS
BBB
Coach: Eric Wallich*
2007: 13-1, 7-0, Maryland
3A champion
Starters: 3/3

Senior TE-LB Brad Harris and
Sherwood transfer RB-LB
Brian Lucas lead a team that
graduated 20 seniors.
S 5 at Kennedy 6:30
S 12 Einstein 6:30
S 19 at Quince Orchard 6:30
S 26 Wheaton 6:30
O 3 at Watkins Mill 6:30
O 10 Magruder 6:30
O 17 at B-CC 6:30
O 24 Seneca Valley 6:30
O 31 at Blair 6:30
N 7 Paint Branch 6:30

EINSTEIN
B
Coach: Mike Bonavia
2007: 3-7, 2-5
Starters: 5/5

Sophomore RB Malcolm
Crockett and senior RB-DB
Terrence Love run behind
6-5, 280-pound senior
OL-DL Kelson Patterson.
S 5 at Wheaton 6:30
S 12 at Damascus 6:30
S 19 Rockville 6:30
S 26 Kennedy 6:30
O 3 at Paint Branch 6:30
O 10 Northwood 6:30
O 17 at Watkins Mill 6:30
O 24 at Clarksburg 6:30
O 31 B-CC 6:30
N 7 Seneca Valley 6:30

KENNEDY
B
Coach: Randolph Warren*
2007: 8-3, 5-2
Starters: 2/1

After ending a 26-game
losing streak with playoff
bids the past two years,
Kennedy’s roster and
coaching staff got facelifts.
S 5 Damascus 6:30
S 12 at Springbrook 6:30
S 19 Paint Branch 6:30
S 26 at Einstein 6:30
O 4 B-CC 2
O 10 Watkins Mill 6:30
O 17 at Seneca Valley 6:30
O 24 Blair 6:30
O 31 at Wheaton 6:30
N 7 at Northwood 6:30

PAINT BRANCH
BBB
Coach: Mike Nesmith
2007: 7-3, 5-2
Starters: 3/7

A new cast of skill players
will get help from senior
OL-DL Omar Fahnbulleh, a
three-year starter, and
junior DB Ivan Tagoe.
S 5 B-CC 6:30
S 12 at Sherwood 6:30
S 19 at Kennedy 6:30
S 26 Seneca Valley 6:30
O 3 Einstein 6:30
O 10 at Springbrook 5:30
O 17 at Wheaton 6:30
O 24 Blake 6:30
N 1 Watkins Mill 1
N 7 at Damascus 6:30

SENECA VALLEY
BBBB
Coach: Fred Kim
2007: 9-3, 5-2
Starters: 5/6

Experience abounds with QB
George Lerch, a three-year
starter, TE-DE Kenton Powell
and DBs Xavier Hughes and
Joe Rankin.
S 5 at Watkins Mill 6:30
S 12 Northwest 6:30
S 19 B-CC 6:30
S 26 at Paint Branch 6:30
O 3 at Richard Mont. 6:30
O 10 Wheaton 6:30
O 17 Kennedy 6:30
O 24 at Damascus 6:30
O 31 Churchill 6:30
N 7 at Einstein 6:30

WATKINS MILL
B
Coach: Joe Rydzewski*
2007: 3-7, 3-4
Starters: 3/4

Preston Carmen moves from
WR to QB, where he’ll be
protected by C Zakeem Berry
and 6-3, 380-pound OL
Marquette Hall.
S 5 Seneca Valley 6:30
S 12 at Magruder 6:30
S 19 Wheaton 6:30
S 26 at B-CC 6:30
O 3 Damascus 6:30
O 10 at Kennedy 6:30
O 17 Einstein 6:30
O 24 at Gaithersburg 6:30
N 1 at Paint Branch 1
N 7 Clarksburg 6:30

WHEATON
B
Coach: Tommy Neal
2007: 0-10, 0-7
Starters: 6/6

Senior QB Juan Rosas has
recovered from a broken
ankle that limited him last
season.

S 5 Einstein 6:30
S 12 Gaithersburg 6:30
S 19 at Watkins Mill 6:30
S 26 at Damascus 6:30
O 3 Rockville 6:30
O 10 at Seneca Valley 6:30
O 17 Paint Branch 6:30
O 25 at Northwood 2
O 31 Kennedy 6:30
N 7 at B-CC 6:30

Father figure of the league: Before he arrived at Sherwood in 2004 and coached the Warriors to two state finals, Al Thomas won seven state titles in 20 years combined at Seneca Valley and Damascus.
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BB
Coach: Greg Neuendorf
2007: 4-6, 3-3
Starters: 3/3

New faces abound, but
senior QB Curran Chabra, a
three-year starter, should
keep things steady for the
Vikings.
S 5 at Rich. Montgomery 6:30
S 12 Quince Orchard 6:30
S 20 at Walter Johnson 6:30
S 26 Gaithersburg 6:30
O 3 Blake 6:30
O 10 at Northwest 6:30
O 17 Magruder 6:30
O 24 at Whitman 6:30
O 31 at Seneca Valley 6:30
N 7 Wootton 6:30

NORTHWEST
BBB
Coach: Andrew Fields 
2007: 5-5, 3-3
Starters: 7/4

Senior TE-DE Marcus
Whitfield is 6-3 with 4.5
speed, and should spread
defenses for WRs Marcel
Bright and Aaron Greene. 
S 5 at Whitman 6:30
S 12 at Seneca Valley 6:30
S 19 Rich. Montgomery 6:30
S 26 Sherwood 6:30
O 3 at Wootton 6:30
O 10 Churchill 6:30
O 17 Gaithersburg 6:30
O 25 at Springbrook 1
O 31 at Quince Orchard 6:30
N 7 Walter Johnson 6:30

QUINCE ORCHARD
BBBB
Coach: Dave Mencarini
2007: 14-0, 6-0, Maryland
4A champion
Starters: 6/7

The Cougars have four
senior Division I prospects,
led by Terrence Stephens. 
S 6 vs. Wootton at Rich.

Montgomery
6:30

S 12 at Churchill 6:30
S 19 Damascus 6:30
S 26 Magruder 6:30
O 3 at Gaithersburg 6:30
O 10 Whitman 6:30
O 17 at Sherwood 6:30
O 24 Walter Johnson 6:30
O 31 Northwest 6:30
N 7 at Rich. Montgomery 6:30

RICHARD MONTGOMERY
B
Coach: Jeremy Lott
2007: 2-8, 2-4
Starters: 7/8

The Rockets will unveil the
county’s first artificial turf
field. Lott is the Rockets’
fourth coach in as many
years. 
S 5 Churchill 6:30
S 12 at Rockville 6:30
S 19 at Northwest 6:30
S 26 Springbrook 6:30
O 3 Seneca Valley 6:30
O 10 at Walter Johnson 6:30
O 17 Whitman 6:30
O 25 at Sherwood 6:30
O 31 at Wootton 6:30
N 7 Quince Orchard 6:30

WALTER JOHNSON
B
Coach: Tom Mulholland
2007: 0-10, 0-6
Starters: 8/8

Junior QB Danny Benjamin
and senior LB Paul Okeyo
lead enough talent to end
three-year drought. 
S 5 at Clarksburg 6:30
S 12 vs. Wootton at Rich.

Montgomery
6:30

S 20 Churchill 6:30
S 26 at Blake 6:30
O 3 at Whitman 6:30
O 10 Rich. Montgomery 6:30
O 17 Poolesville 6:30
O 24 at Quince Orchard 6:30
O 31 Northwood 6:30
N 7 at Northwest 6:30

WHITMAN
BB
Coach: Jim Kuhn
2007: 6-5, 3-3
Starters: 6/5

The Vikings, coming off their
second playoff berth in 19
years, will rely on senior QB
Anthony Young-Wiseman, one
of the county’s top players.
S 5 Northwest 6:30
S 12 at B-CC 6:30
S 19 Wootton 6:30
S 26 at Blair 6:30;
O 3 Walter Johnson 6:30
O 10 at Quince Orchard 6:30
O 17 at Rich. Montgomery 6:30
O 24 Churchill 6:30
O 31 at Springbrook 6:30
N 7 Sherwood 6:30

WOOTTON
BB
Coach: Greg Malling
2007: 5-5, 3-3
Starters: 7/5

The Patriots’ offense returns
QB Mike Mooney, RB
Andrew Rosenblatt and WR
Stephane Ngoumou. 
S 6 vs. Quince Orchard

at Rich. Montgomery
6:30

S 12 vs. Walter Johnson
at Rich. Montgomery

6:30

S 19 at Whitman 6:30
S 26 at Clarksburg 6:30
O 3 Northwest 6:30
O 10 at Rockville 6:30
O 16 Blair 6:30
O 24 at Magruder 6:30
O 31 Rich. Montgomery 6:30
N 7 at Churchill 6:30

Father figure of the league: Churchill’s Fred Shepherd retired following the 1995 season, after 208 wins and two state championships in 27 seasons.

BY RICKY CARIOTI — THE WASHINGTON POST

Quince Orchard’s Dave
Mencarini will chase
another championship
with the help of four
top-notch prospects.
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