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MIAMI, Feb. 4 — The rookie
was the workhorse, and the veter-
an was the finisher. Joseph Addai
had the ball in his hands with strik-
ing regularity, and when he needed
a rest, Dominic Rhodes plowed for-
ward for the Indianapolis Colts’ go-
ahead touchdown in Super Bowl
XLI, and they never looked back.

The Colts used their split-tail-
back rotation with more equity
than any other NFL club this sea-
son and it paid off with the fran-
chise’s first championship since
moving from Baltimore nearly 23
years ago. The Colts defeated the
Bears, 29-17, at Dolphin Stadium,
capping a season in which two rela-
tively unknown tailbacks compen-
sated for the departure of super-
star Edgerrin James.

Rhodes got the end-zone glory,
scoring the game’s only rushing
touchdown; Addai softened up the
Bears for him as the Colts ran for
191 yards overall. Rhodes finished
with 21 carries for 113 yards, while
Addai ran 19 times for 77 yards,
and also caught 10 passes for 66
yards, leading the team in recep-
tions and receiving yards. The
Colts figured all along they would
need both men to try to wear down
Chicago’s defense. Despite the
Colts’ passing prowess, they have
featured the ground game more
regularly this season.

On some teams dual tailbacks
might be problematic, but both of
these backs speak of the system’s
virtues. Neither complained when
the other became the starter, and
they are so interchangeable that
they often joke about which one is
about to enter the game before any
given offensive series. The Colts
were the only team in the league to
have two backs with at least 185
carries each, giving both ample
work.

Rhodes, an undrafted free agent
from Midwestern State, is experi-
enced enough to know how lucky
he is to be a part of such an explo-
sive offensive team, while Addai,
picked 30th overall from LSU, real-
izes he is in no position to com-
plain about anything in the infancy
of his career.

“I think the way we used them
through the regular season kept
them fresh in the postseason,” of-
fensive coordinator Tom Moore
said. “They did a great job for us.”

Rhodes, who started every game
in the regular season before mak-
ing way in the playoffs for Addai, a
first-round pick, again watched
most of the first quarter. Sitting on
the bench never made him sulk,
and Sunday was a sweet reward.

“He didn’t look at it as a demo-
tion at all,” Colts Coach Tony
Dungy said of Rhodes’s playoff
role. “He just looked at it as this is
how we’re doing things now.”

“We don’t really worry about
who’s starting,” Rhodes said.
“We’re just two unselfish guys.”

Again Sunday, Rhodes spelled
Addai perfectly. Rhodes, a Colt all
six of his NFL seasons, ran three
straight times near the goal line in
the second quarter — picking up a
crucial first down then storming

ahead on the next carry and forc-
ing the ball over the goal line two
carries later. The display of power
football ran counter to the Colts’ fi-
nesse image, but both running
backs proved capable of slashing
through the Bears’ stout defense
Sunday.

“Our linemen were making
great holes and I just tried to hit
them as hard as I can,” Rhodes
said.

Addai was a weapon out of the
backfield in the passing game as
well. Routinely he took screen
passes for sizeable gains, dashing
through and around linebackers
and defensive backs. He had 85
combined yards in the first half
alone, and 18 touches by then (12
rushes and six receptions), becom-
ing a linchpin for the AFC’s top-
ranked offense.

It carried over after halftime.
Of the 13 plays in the Colts’ first

drive of the third quarter, nine
went to Addai in one fashion or an-
other. He opened the half by catch-
ing a short pass, ran for eight
yards, then caught another short
pass. Three plays later, Addai got
the first of three straight carries
for a total of 15 yards. On the next
play he caught a screen pass and
turned it into a nine-yard gain,
stopping, starting and sending
Bears flying the wrong way. He
then ran for two yards and caught a
pass from Peyton Manning for
three yards, setting up Adam Vina-
tieri’s short field goal for a 19-14
lead.

Addai picked up three first
downs on the drive — the Bears
had one as a team to that point —
and accounted for 44 yards. Chica-
go’s defense was showing signs of
fatigue — the Colts’ offense had
been on the field more than two-
thirds of the game to that point.

Addai was winded, too, after that
exhausting drive, but Rhodes was
still waiting comfortably on the
sidelines.

When the Colts got the ball back
in the third quarter, Rhodes took
over. It was synergy in motion: He
exploded 36 yards on his first carry
of the half, followed that with an
eight-yard run and, three plays lat-
er, barged ahead for eight more
yards, giving Vinatieri another
chip shot for a 22-14 lead. On the
Indianapolis bench, all was well.
Rhodes — who usually finishes
games as the most experienced
back — ground out the fourth
quarter and the Colts could party
deep into the night.

“Joseph got us off to a great
start, then Dom came in and it
seemed like he hit a second gear,”
Dungy said. “He ran with a fury
coming off the bench for us all
through the playoffs.”

Colts’ Backfield Is Double Trouble
Addai, Rhodes Share Carries, Team-First Attitude, Super Bowl Championship
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Off the bench and on his first carry of the second half, Dominic Rhodes rips through the Bears’ defense for 36 yards. 
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Joseph Addai looks for an opening around Brian Urlacher. “Joseph got us off to a great start,” Coach Tony Dungy said.
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Professional Football

Colts 29,
Bears 17

SUPER BOWL XLI

Peyton Manning joined three other quarterbacks who were selected first
overall in the draft and won the Super Bowl in their first appearance. The
others were the Dallas Cowboys’ Troy Aikman, the Oakland Raiders’ Jim
Plunkett (selected first by the New England Patriots) and the Pittsburgh
Steelers’ Terry Bradshaw. Those quarterbacks combined for nine Super
Bowl wins.

The Colts’ Dominic Rhodes rushed for 113 yards and a touchdown, and
the Bears’ Thomas Jones gained 112 yards, marking the first time since
Super Bowl XXV each team had a running back eclipse 100 yards. In that
Super Bowl, Ottis Anderson ran for 102 yards for the Giants in a 20-19
win over the Bills, who had Hall of Famer Thurman Thomas gain 135
yards.

FIRST PICK, FIRST APPEARANCE, FIRST WIN RUNNING FREE

A Slew of Errors Both the Bears and Colts had trouble with the slick conditions in Miami last night. The teams combined for six fumbles and eight turnovers:
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13:02, 1st quarter: A
Peyton Manning pass
intended for Marvin
Harrison is intercepted by
Chris Harris.
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6:58, 1st quarter: Hunter Smith botches the hold on Adam Vinatieri’s
extra point attempt after Reggie Wayne’s 53-yard touchdown reception
from Manning.
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6:58, 1st quarter: Gabe
Reid fumbles the ensuing
kickoff. Dylan Gandy
recovers for the Colts.

BY JED JACOBSOHN — GETTY IMAGES

6:43, 1st quarter:
Manning fumbles a
handoff to Joseph Addai on
the next play. Chicago’s
Mark Anderson recovers.
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2:46, 1st quarter: Cedric
Benson fumbles on a run
up the middle. The Colts’
Dwight Freeney recovers.
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1:33, 2nd quarter: Bryan
Fletcher fumbles after a
short reception. Chicago’s
Charles Tillman recovers.
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1:26, 2nd quarter: Rex
Grossman fumbles the snap
on the next play. The Colts’
Raheem Brock recovers.
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5:45, 3rd quarter:
Grossman fumbles the
snap again but manages to
recover this time.
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11:59, 4th quarter: A Grossman pass intended for Muhsin Muhammad
is intercepted by Kelvin Hayden, who returns it 56 yards for a touchdown,
giving the Colts a 28-17 lead and all but sealing the victory for them. 
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10:12, 4th quarter: A
Grossman pass intended
for Bernard Berrian is
intercepted by Colts safety
Bob Sanders.

Washington Post columnists Tony Kornheiser and Michael Wilbon
spent the game blogging on the newspaper’s Web site. Here are some
of their comments and posts by readers. For a complete version of
what they wrote, go to blog.washingtonpost.com/ superbowlsunday/

MIKE’S TAKE
Congratulations to Tony Dungy

and Peyton Manning and the club’s
president, Bill Polian. These are

guys who’ve been
in football for a
lifetime and each
has won for the
first time. Dungy
was close but
didn’t win in Tam-
pa. Manning was

close but didn’t win at the Universi-
ty of Tennessee and in Indy. Polian
was the mastermind of Super Bowl
teams in Buffalo and Carolina that
didn’t ultimately win. . . . And the
Colts were superior to the Bears to-
night in executing their game
plans, on offense and defense.

Defensively, they took advan-
tage of Ron Turner and Rex Gross-
man, which is the prescription for
beating the Bears. Offensively,
they were able to play keep-away
enough to tire out the Bears’ of-
fense and score 22 points. Gross-
man gave Indy the other seven. . . . 

As a Bears fan, if you told me the
Colts’ offense would put up a total
of 22 points, would I take that? Yes.
I thought the Bears needed to
score 31 points to win this game,
and that Peyton would probably
put up 28. . . . So the 29 points isn’t
shocking. . . . It’s the way the Colts
moved the ball. They were more
physical, outplayed the Bears’ D-
Line. . . . So much of that is be-
cause the Bears’ offense couldn’t
stay on the field long enough to
give the defense any kind of rest,
which again leads me to culprits
Turner and Grossman.

The great thing for Manning is
he never has to deal with the possi-
bility of not winning a Super Bowl.
He’s won one more than Dan Ma-
rino, the same number as Steve
Young (well, Young was on the
Montana-led Niners teams, but
you know what I mean), the same
number as Brett Favre. And now,
with all that burden off of him, it’ll
be interesting to see if the Colts
really fly now.

TONY ON THE GAME
Okay, boys and girls. I’m say-

ing good night now. Rex Gross-
man just got intercepted again,
the second
straight drive
that ends with
an interception.
I like him, but
he’s not going to
win this game.

The Colts are going to win and
Peyton Manning is going to be, fi-
nally, coronated as the best quar-
terback in the game and yet he
did not have a particularly good
game, did he? He was competent
but not great.

[The MVP award] should go
to the Colts at large for overcom-
ing [Devin] Hester’s opening
kickoff touchdown and con-
founding the Bears from that
point on. A lot of turnovers, a lot
of sloppy play, but the best team
in the better conference seems to
have won this game and there is
poetry to Dungy and Manning
winning a Super Bowl, don’t you
think?

TONY ON COMMERCIALS
There was the Bud Light com-

mercial with the auctioneer and
the promo for [David] Letterman
and Oprah [Winfrey]. Other than
that, I’m underwhelmed. And I’m
very concerned Careerbuilder
has dropped the monkeys in suits
and ties. There’s nothing better
than monkeys in shirts and ties.
What do those monkeys do now?
Do they have unemployment in-
surance?

Dog commercial: I like dogs.
What’s this for? Oh, Budweiser.
Ah. Now they’ve got a Dalma-
tion. Fabulous. He gets shotgun
on the wagon and kisses the girl.
Good. The Garmin commercial
is a spoof of Rodin and Godzilla
and theoretically it’s a good
idea, but practically it in fact
stunk.

Mike, as another Chicago trans-
plant, I usually love your com-
mentary, but gotta disagree with
you on this one. One Super Bowl
loss does not a failed quarterback
make. Rex certainly looked terrible
tonight, as he did over several
games this season. But, at the risk
of beating a cliche to death, he’s
still a young quarterback and we
should give him at least another
season before tolling the funeral
bells. How many young quarter-
backs get the character-building ex-
perience of playing in a Super Bowl
at all at this stage in their career?

Posted by: Jeff W 
The Sloppy Bowl proved one thing.
No matter how good your defense is

you still have to have a quarterback
that makes good decisions even if
he is not the most talented.
Posted by: Daniel Adam Smith 

Tough loss but it was only a matter
of time for the Colts. They’ve been
too good for too long. I don’t think
any team in the league was going
to stop them, certainly not one
with Grossman at the helm.

Posted by: Supreme Wu
You know what’s really lame? Being
able to watch the commercials
days in advance. And seeing them
repeatedly on newscasts in the
week or two before the game. Over
and over again. And the bottom line
is: they’re only TV commercials!

Posted by: Phil 

So, He’s Over the Hump.
What’s Next for Manning?


