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COUNTDOWN
TO KICKOFF

43
Days until the
Redskins host the
Dolphins on Sept. 9
at FedEx Field.

TODAY’S
SCHEDULE
When: Open
practice, 4:30 p.m.
Where: Redskins
Park, Ashburn.
Admission,
Parking: Free.
Updates:
703-726-7411.

SUMMER STORY LINES | THE QB QUEUE

Todd Collins finds himself in the
awkward position of wanting to
help out as one of the elder
statesmen on a roster full of
young quarterbacks while trying
to fight for a job. One of three
quarterbacks fighting for
third-string, clipboard-holding
duties, Collins said he will
answer any questions Casey
Bramlet or Jordan Palmer — or starter Jason
Campbell, for that matter — have, but he still
has to take care of his own business. “I have to
go out in the limited opportunities I have and
compete as well,” said Collins, a 12-year
veteran who has played under Al Saunders the
last six seasons with the Redskins and Kansas
City Chiefs. Palmer, the team’s 2007
sixth-round draft pick, also is in the mix. After
admittedly not looking sharp with his passes in
June’s minicamp, Palmer said he tried to
become more mentally at ease with the

offensive system. “I’m out of my comfort zone,
so I just have to get a better understanding of
what’s going on,” he said. “The one thing I’ve
heard a lot is that you can’t really pay attention
to the other stuff going on outside playing each
day.” After having a standout season in NFL
Europe this past spring, Bramlet would love to
have that luxury, but he said he feels his
position is a little shakier. “I’m not fighting to be
the backup quarterback,” Bramlet said. “I’m
fighting to make the team.”

FRESH FACE

Corey Bradford said he
might know six players on
the entire Redskins
roster, but that does not
make him any less
excited to be a member
of the team. “It feels like
I’ve been a reserve for the last three or four years,
but I’m ready to show I can still run by you,” he
said. The nine-year veteran played last season for
the Detroit Lions but had his most productive
year in 2002 with the Houston Texans. That
season, he caught 45 passes for 697 yards and
six touchdowns. Bradford worked out for the
Redskins on Wednesday before signing a contract
Thursday. As far as adjusting to a new offense on
the fly, Bradford said he did not think it would be
an issue, comparing the complexity of Al
Saunders’s schemes to those of Mike Martz in
Detroit. “If I can’t adjust to it now, it’s too late,”
Bradford said. “It’s a new city, and you just have
to be ready.”

QUOTABLE

“Certainly there’s not going to be
any predictions
after last year.”

Coach Joe Gibbs, on
tempering playoff patter

INJURY
REPORT
Randy Thomas sat
out yesterday’s
practice with a
sore knee. Team
officials said he
would be
re-evaluated this
morning.

NEXT UP
Scrimmage vs.
Baltimore
Ravens
Noon, Aug. 4, M&T
Bank Stadium

Todd Collins vs. Jordan Palmer vs. Casey Bramlet

Training Camp Tracker By Steve Yanda
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short of going all the way would be a
disappointment.” Not since he was with the
Patriots, the since-departed David Patten said,
had he felt his team was going to the Super
Bowl. Portis and tight end Chris Cooley also
mentioned the big game.

It was part of the lexicon, something they
all believed was attainable after they won their
last five games and returned to the playoffs in
2005. Gibbs warned his team of its boastful
nature a year ago, told them to stop flapping
their gums and inciting their opponents before
the season began. But that was before they
tried to re-invent the wheel on offense, Portis
went down in the first preseason game,
Brunell kept aging with each snap and the
season was very much over after a terrible
Tennessee team took them out in
mid-October.

And if Gibbs is honest with himself, he
knows he contributed to the complacency by
essentially proclaiming “Super Bowl or bust”
during an offseason team meeting more than a
year ago. No more.

If 2006’s unofficial motto was “We’re in it to
win it,” it’s now a sobering “Buck up and shut
up.”

They’re back to playing possum again.
Unable to prove themselves and their
congregation right a year ago, they’re back to
proving everybody wrong, circa 2005.
Destiny’s darlings was too cliche for them;
they’re better off playing Adversity’s Children.
The Redskins are using the next five weeks to
reassess who they are and what they’re about.
Day one this year and Gibbs proclaimed his
team out of the prognostication business.

“We don’t mind our guys being themselves,
havin’ fun, talkin’ to you guys,” Gibbs said.
“There’s just certain things that you don’t say.
Certainly there’s not going to be any
predictions after last year.”

Walking that line between having humility
and developing the serrated edge you need to
win in the NFL is a difficult task. The
Redskins don’t want to come across as
thinking any less of their playoff chances; after
all, many of the players who went 10-6 and
two rounds into the postseason after the 2005
regular season were the same guys getting
beat deep a year ago. But something happens
in the mind of an elite athlete when he doesn’t
just get his comeuppance, but he’s flat-out
embarrassed. He retreats inside. He stops
talking in platitudes and starts talking about a
plain old scrimmage. The process of
recovering from 5-11 doesn’t begin with any
bravado; it begins with spare words and being
honest with yourself.

“It’s always still your goal, that’s everyone’s
goal in training camp is to make it all the way,”
Jason Campbell said. “But the one thing we
have to learn this year is we can’t look ahead.
Last year we came in here off a 10-6 season
and we came on probably feeling a little high
about ourselves. And we got humbled real
early.”

Gibbs trotted out his blame-me schtick
again, which, in person, actually comes across
as genuine. “I was terrible,” he said. “I was
5-11.” He snickered and added, “I think I’m
the one who deserves the most credit for
getting us there.”

He tipped off his 2007 philosophy a bit,
conceding that his power running game near
the end of the season far exceeded the passing
game that went kaput with Brunell. A decent
running attack, he knows, is a neophyte
starting quarterback’s most reliable friend.

What was most telling yesterday was the
promise from Portis that he didn’t need to be
opining about many more things than his
ability to become one of the game’s premier
running backs again. He said early in the
offseason in a BET interview that the
Redskins would make it to the NFC
championship game. There was no such
proclamation yesterday.

“I’m going to keep Clinton Portis focused,
I’m going to keep Clinton Portis on top of his
game,” Portis said. “Outside of that you can’t
ask me about the next man, I don’t know how
nobody feel, I don’t know what nobody think,
I don’t know what nobody doing, the only
thing I know is what’s going on in Clinton
Portis’s life and that’s the only thing I can
control.”

He added, “You know, we [didn’t] get to the
Super Bowl, so what they feel like now, bust?”

No. But it’s good to tone expectations
down. Joe Gibbs, who would need to go 11-5
to get back to .500 in his second stint with the
club, appreciates that kind of humility. 

MIKE WISE

Utter Disaster:
Redskins Humbled

By 5-11 Finish
WISE, From E1

that, you can’t ask me about the next
man. I don’t know how anybody feels. I
don’t know how anybody’s thinking. I
don’t know what anyone else is going
through. The only thing I know is
what’s going on in Clinton Portis’s life.”

But the most revelatory element of
Portis’s far-ranging, 21-minute inter-
view was his belief that his injuries —
he said he has recovered completely
from shoulder, hand and knee injuries
suffered last season and during orga-
nized team activities — were the result
of a dangerous combination: a lack of at-
titude on his part and an intense Red-
skins practice and cultural regimen that
left him drained of his football spirit.

“I think I was just tired. When I was
in Denver, it was different in the off-
season. When that last game hit zero-
zero, you had a speech the next day and
then you were gone until the mandatory
camp before the season. Practice was
easy, and we were fresh,” Portis said.
“When I became a Washington Redskin,
everything was different. Football be-
came a year-round event. You finish in
January, and in March, you’re back. The
demands were different. . . . It was al-
ways football, football, football and I
was burnt out.”

Portis would prefer to leave last sea-
son chained to the bottom of a lake. He
was injured on the first series of the first
preseason game, separating his shoul-
der while making a tackle after a Mark
Brunell interception, and was not right
all season.

That game and injury caused Portis
to rage that, for star players, preseason
did not contain enough reward for the
risk of injury. He missed the rest of the
preseason and, like the Redskins,
played unevenly for the first two
months of the regular season.

When he did play, Portis had his mo-
ments — a 74-yard catch-and-run at
Houston that provided the catalyst for
the first victory, and a 112-yard effort
the next week in a home win against
Jacksonville — but ultimately 2006 was
his worst. He began the year getting
knocked out of a game making a tackle
and four months later in Philadelphia
his season ended when Eagles safety
Brian Dawkins tackled him, breaking
Portis’s hand early in a 27-3 loss. After
frustration, just 523 yards and one 100-
yard game, Portis was placed on injured
reserve days later and his season was

over.
In between, Portis felt out of sync

with new associate head coach-offense
Al Saunders, who seemed to prefer to
use Portis in more stretch and fewer
power formations. And Saunders chafed
at Portis’s apparent freedom to remove
himself from games when he felt wind-
ed.

Worse, when Portis fell, the Redskins’
running game blossomed with Ladell
Betts, who rushed for 1,154 yards, in-
cluding five consecutive 100-yard
games. Saunders allowed Betts to run
inside — a choice Portis felt was un-

available to him — and Portis said in a
January interview after the season that
he and Saunders had “no relationship.”
Even Redskins Coach Joe Gibbs, Por-
tis’s greatest benefactor on the Red-
skins, said during the offseason that
Portis would face real competition from
Betts, a position he has since modified.

“Clinton is the starter and Ladell has
a very important role,” Gibbs said. “It’s
one of the strengths of our football
team. I wish we were like that at every
position.”

This year, Portis said he has no issue
with Saunders, and because they’ve

been sharing the workload for years, he
said he and Betts can be a dangerous
tandem without incident.

“We settled our differences. We never
really sat down and said what each oth-
er had to say, I just have to buy into his
system,” Portis said of Saunders. “If he
says, ‘I need you to run through that
brick wall’ . . . I’m going to find a way to
get as close as I can and dive over the
top of that brick wall and tell him I made
it over. I didn’t do it the way you asked
me to do it, but I got there.”

Portis said the result of last year is a
desire to prove he is still an elite player.

“I think everybody’s memory is short
term and its always what have you done
for me lately,” he said. “And lately, I
haven’t done anything. So everything in
my past is forgotten.

“Three out of my five years I played
with a chip on my shoulder. When I fi-
nally got comfortable, when I felt that I
had arrived and was at the top of my
platform, in the eye of being a superstar,
that I got relaxed. I relaxed and ended
up getting hurt and then all of a sudden
everything you’ve done is forgotten
about. So right now, I’m stepping out
like a rookie. I have to prove to the
world that I’m still the same dangerous
2-6 that set the examples of the NFL.” 

BY JOHN MCDONNELL — THE WASHINGTON POST

Coach Joe Gibbs calls the Redskins’ running game one of the team’s strengths, and among those opening holes will be offensive linemen Casey Rabach, left, and Jon Jansen.

Redskins’ Portis Turns Attention to 2007
REDSKINS, From E1

Redskins quarterbacks Jason Campbell, front, and Mark Brunell take part in drills on the
first day of training camp as the team starts its recovery process from a 5-11 season.

Matt Skorija, a 12-year-old from
Gainesville, arrives at Redskins Park
dressed for the occasion.
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