Americans Take On Three Kings

Over the next 12 days, the U.S. men’s national team (ranked No. 21 by FIFA) will encounter one of the most difficult stretches in its
history with friendlies against England (No. 11), Spain (4) and Argentina (1). Although the results will have no immediate
implications, they will provide opportunities to gauge the Americans’ place on the international stage and prepare them for
qualifying for the 2010 World Cup, beginning June 15 vs. Barbados in Carson, Calif.

U.S. vs. ENGLAND

When: Today,

3 p.m.

Where: Wembley

Stadium in London.
TV: ESPN Classic.
The Skinny: After failing to qualify
for the prestigious European
Championship, which begins June 7,
England is looking ahead to the start
of World Cup qualifying in
September. The team is under the
guidance of Fabio Capello, the famed
Italian coach who has overseen AC
Milan, Real Madrid, Roma and
Juventus. The United States is 2-6
against England, the victories coming
at the 1950 World Cup in Brazil and
in the 1993 U.S. Cup in Foxborough,
Mass. The most recent meeting was
three years ago in Chicago, a 2-1
England victory.

David Beckham and England
missed out on Euro 2008.
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U.S. vs. SPAIN

When: June 4, 4 p.m.
Where: Estadio El
Sardinero in Santander,
Spain.
TV: ESPN2 (tape delay at 5:30).
The Skinny: Spain will be among the
favorites at the European
Championship, but after an expected
first-place finish in Group D, it is likely
to face France, Italy or the
Netherlands in the quarterfinals.
Though players from La Liga, Spain’s
famed domestic league, make up
most of his roster, Coach Luis
Aragonés has also selected five from
English Premiership clubs, including
Liverpool's Xabi Alonso and Fernando
Torres and Arsenal's Cesc Fabregas.
The United States (0-2 in the all-time
series) has not played Spain since
1992.

Fernando Torres, along with four
teammates, is hased in England.
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U.S. vs. ARGENTINA

When: June 8,

7:30 p.m.

Where: Giants

Stadium, East
Rutherford, N.J.
TV: ESPN Classic, Galavision.
The Skinny: The Albiceleste is using
this match, as well as a June 4 friendly
against Mexico in San Diego, to
prepare for World Cup qualifiers
against Ecuador on June 14 in Buenos
Aires and at Brazil four days later. The
roster includes Barcelona superstar
Lionel Messi, Inter Milan’s Julio Cruz
and Atletico Madrid's Sergio Aguero,
who led Argentina to the Under-20
World Cup title last summer. The U.S.
team'’s two victories in eight meetings
came in the 1995 Copa America and
four years later in a friendly in
Washington.

Lionel Messi is just one of the
superstars on Argentina’s roster.
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U.S. ROSTER

Coach Bob Bradley
plans to use a core of
European-based
players, who have
begun their summer breaks, and
shuttle in MLS players and others.
For today's game, the roster is:
GOALIES: Tim Howard (Everton), Brad
Guzan (Chivas USA), Dominic Cervi
(free agent).

DEFENDERS: Carlos Bocanegra
(Fulham), Dan Califf (Midtjylland),
Steve Cherundolo (Hannover), Jay
DeMerit (Watford), Frankie Hejduk
(Columbus), Oguchi Onyewu (Standard
Liege), Michael Orozco (San Luis),
Heath Pearce (Hansa Rostock),
Jonathan Spector (West Ham).

MIDFIELDERS: Freddy Adu (Benfica),
DaMarcus Beasley (Glasgow Rangers),
Michael Bradley (Heerenveen),
Ricardo Clark (Houston), Maurice Edu
(Toronto), Eddie Lewis (Derby).

FORWARDS: Clint Dempsey (Fulham),
Landon Donovan (Los Angeles), Nate
Jaqua (free agent), Eddie Johnson
(Fulham), Josh Wolff (free agent).

— Steven Goff
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