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ROADTRIP Sledding at Oregon Ridge

WHERE: Cockeysville, Md.

WHY: Fly a plane, sip some tea or sled down a great big hill.

HOW FAR: About 60 miles, or 90 minutes from Rockville.

Long, long ago (as in, before the 1980s), Oregon Ridge Park in
Cockeysville was a busy ski area where Baltimoreans would take
off for lunch and sneak in a few runs. But warmer temperatures
and the pains of snowmaking made the area an impractical slope
after a few years of operation. Now, all that remains is a dormant
tow rope—and an amazing hill for sled-happy adrenaline junkies.

The park’s main rise flows into a long, flat field that drops off in-
to yet another flat run-out. When you launch from the top, it’s easy
to fly across the first field and catch air at the drop-off before com-
ing to a stop in the lower expanse. If the big hill looks a tad intimi-
dating, fear not—there’s a shorter, shallower slope next to the
main area. And don’t worry about getting cold; after walking up
the hill a couple of times, you’ll warm up quickly. (You can also
shake off the chill in the Nature Center next door, which offers fas-
cinating programs on the ecology of the area.)

The road less traveled to Oregon Ridge includes plenty of
treats and thrills. You can grab a taste of summer with a barbecue
sandwich Maryland-style (aka on a potato roll) at the BBQ Man in
Derwood. Then, take to the skies at the Montgomery County Air-
park, where you can enroll in an introductory flight lesson for just
$49. 

In Mount Airy each week, Brick Ridge Restaurant showcases
menu items from a selected state in the nation on its menu of spe-
cials. Or, go British! In Westminster, you can sit back and sip a hot
brew at Gypsy’s Tearoom, which serves tea in four country-inn-
style rooms, from a cozy three-person salon to a large study that
seats 18. — Matthew Graham

Road Trip maps are available online at www.washingtonpost.com/roadtrip,
as are addresses and hours of operation (be sure to check before you
go). Have an idea for a trip? E-mail roadtrip@washpost.com.BY JEROME COOKSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST
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“I love to go to Georgetown and
the areas around Howard to get

my shop on. I’m a very big
shopper.” 

The St. Louis rapper, whose 2003
debut, “Jackpot,” went triple

platinum, performs at Dream on
Friday at 9 p.m.

— Reported by Lauren Silva
BY MARK SELIGER 

LocalFave CHINGY

MEDIAMIX | A Quick Take on the Week’s New Releases

Puff    
By Bob Flaherty 

Two twenty-something brothers living in

the Boston suburbs embark on a madcap

adventure to score weed during the

Blizzard of ’78.

“ ‘I think we should break into the

school,’ I declared, the words

hanging in the frigid air like

underpants on a line.”

— Protagonist John 

Gullivan’s cockamamie plan

The hilarious, comic-book-obsessed

narrator will make you bust a gut during

the most unlikely scenes (even at his

dying mom’s bedside).

Sporadic jumps from

John’s adolescence to

early adulthood can

muddle the chronology.B
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DC Comics

$30

Bizarro World
Various artists

We so unhappy this collection am not

coming out! It do not feature alternative

and indie comics creators looking at the

DC Universe through the cracked 

lens of Superman’s perfect imperfect 

duplicate, Bizarro!

“Don’t worry, me no want to be Bizarro.

But me no want to be Superman either.

He too square for me.”

— Bizarro negotiates with Lex Luthor for

a super-makeover

Loopy vignettes about Aquaman’s open-

mic-night angst; the Flash’s super-speed

career burnout; an insecure teen

Wonder Woman using her magic lasso 

to find out what people really think

about her

This stuff be so

good, 200 pages 

am not enough!
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Black Panther No. 1
Written by Reginald

Hudlin, drawn by John

Romita Jr.

Comics’ first black superhero

returns in an exploration of the

lineage of the Black Panther

kings, who’ve protected the

fictional nation of Wakanda from

invasion for hundreds of years.

“Can your juju handle 700

rounds a minute?”

— A would-be conqueror

challenges the 19th-century

Black Panther 

Hudlin’s postmodern take on Marvel’s

most technologically advanced and

enigmatic nation-state; Romita Jr.’s lush

art (whether portraying a D.C. meeting

chamber or wild jungle)

Having to wait until the next issue for the

present-day Black Panther to show up
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Ray 
Rated PG-13

This engrossing biopic depicts the rise of

musical genius Ray Charles (Jamie Foxx)

without flinching from his misbehavior

(womanizing, drug addiction).

“I’m trying to do something ain’t

nobody ever done in music and

business. But I can’t do it if I’m

alone everywhere I go.”

— Charles asks his wife (Kerry

Washington) for support

The DVD’s delicious behind-the-scenes

jam session between Charles and Foxx is

too brief.D
V
D A-

Suikoden IV
PS2

Rated Teen

A sweeping epic, set in the

mythical land of Gaien,

about a young sailor who

gets caught up in political

intrigue involving pirates,

mer-people and black magic

Each type of battle—blasting

at galleons on the high seas,

dueling one-on-one or leading

a team of compatriots into

group combat—calls for

different strategies.

The Suikoden series is known for its

creative, twisting story lines, and this

installment is no 

exception: You never 

know what awaits.

Early in the game, random monster

battles occur with frustrating frequency, 

too often distracting from the

main attraction: the plot.G
A
M

E

A-

Vanity Fair
Rated PG-13

Mira Nair’s colorful yet tepid 

adaptation of William Thackeray’s 19th-

century novel chronicles the rise and fall

of clever social climber Becky Sharp

(Reese Witherspoon).

“Revenge may be wicked, but it’s

perfectly natural.”

— Becky shares her code with weak-

willed pal Amelia (Romola Garai)

As Becky’s elderly

benefactor, Eileen

Atkins provides

some much-needed

acerbic zing.

The incongruous Bollywood-

meets-Britney dance number by

aristocratic women half-dressed

as harem girls; the way the movie

skims too many plot points

without giving any its due

D
V
D C+

By Shirley Halperin (CDs), Christopher Healy (games), Adriana Leshko (books), Evan Narcisse (comics), Anne Phelps (DVDs), Eugena Pilek (books)

Marvel

$3

The Center of Winter
By Marya Hornbacher

“It couldn’t just happen to

anyone, no, that would be too awful,

wouldn’t it? It had to be the strange

woman ... who brought this on herself.”

— The mother starts losing

it at her husband’s funeral

Hornbacher nails the narrative

voices of a 6-year-old girl, a

mentally ill preteen boy and a

30-something mom out of her

mind with loneliness.

The author’s dead-on

portrayal of winter’s

desolation may trigger a

serious case of Seasonal

Affective Disorder.
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B+HarperCollins

$24

Grammy Nominees
2005 
Various artists 

A refresher course on the

best of 2004—with

proceeds from sales going

to music-related charities

—just in time for music’s

biggest night (Feb. 13)

“I’ve been locked up way too long / In

this crazy world / How far is heaven?”

— “Heaven,” by Los Lonely Boys 

Getting a crash course on all 

you might have missed, from 

old-timers (Ray Charles, Brian Wilson) 

to newcomers (Josh Groban, Joss Stone),

rock (Green Day, U2) to rap (Kanye West,

Beastie Boys)

Hearing the Black Eyed Peas’ “Let’s Get it

Started” and Maroon 5’s “She Will Be

Loved” for the umpteenth time 

C
D B+

Capitol

Records 

$19 

Red, White & Crue
Motley Crue

This two-disc career retrospective from

the bad-boy L.A. rockers tries to

recapture the glory days of hair metal.

“You say our love is like dynamite / Open

your eyes, it’s like fire and ice / Well

you’re killing me / Your love’s a

guillotine.”

— “Too Young to Fall in Love”

That glorious racket—

always a little too loud and a bit crass;

the buzz-saw guitar of “Looks That Kill”;

the drum-heavy “Kickstart My Heart”

Every dated metal

cliché is here:

misogyny, strained

singing, lousy

covers and 

sappy ballads.

C
D B-

Hip-O

Records 

$20 

MCA Home

Video

$45

Konami

$40

MCA Home

Video

$30

Harper

Perennial  

$13
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In freezing Minnesota, the 

suicide of the Schillers’ family

patriarch—leaving behind a widow and

two children—upsets the already fragile

ecosystem of the household.

Foxx’s extraordinary

Oscar-nominated

performance: From body

language to vocal

intonation, he fully

embodies the bluesman.

*
Hey, Sunday Source readers! We want to

get to know you. That’s why we started the Inside Source—a

community in which you can meet us, meet each other and share

your unique experiences in the section. In the next few months,

you’ll be noticing Insiders popping up in more Source stories:

Next week’s issue, for example, features readers' real-life tales

of “best friends” with a bad habit of undermining their pals.

There’ll also be some great
events in February, 

including:

* An Inside Source-only party at the
Fifth Annual Flamenco Festival. Come
have a drink and sample cheeses from
Spain before the open-
ing performance this
Wednesday.

* A pre-Valentine’s
Day happy hour at
Palette: If you still
haven’t made plans, you
could win the romantic
weekend of your dreams—or
the right to name one of the
restaurant’s cocktails after your
sweetie (or yourself, or your best
friend, or ...).

Go to www.washingtonpost.com/
insidesource to RSVP, or—if you’re not a
member yet—sign up today!
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