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Mr. Dixon was a fan of Jane Fairfax’s piano

playing. Find your own musical muse with

the Fairfax Symphony Orchestra.

Book recommendation: “Emma”

Learn 18th-century English country dancing at
Gadsby’s Tavern Museum. See if you can manage
as much dialogue as Darcy and Elizabeth as you twirl.Book recommendation: “Pride and Prejudice”

Harriet Smith had a tumultuous run-in

with gypsies, but you can enjoy a tamer

encounter with nomadic types at the

jazz club Bohemian Caverns.

Book recommendation: “Emma”

In Austen’s books, scandalous elopements and
other news are revealed in letters. At Pulp, buy
elegant stationery for your most savory scribblings.Book recommendation: “Sense and Sensibility”

Start here

Driver’s
route

At Capitol Hill Books, scare up the kind of
Gothic novels Catherine Morland liked to read. 

    Book recommendation: “Northanger Abbey”

Jane Austen featured various sets of sisters in her novels.
In the spirit of sisterhood, gather your siblings and gal pals
at Huong Que (Four Sisters) restaurant in Eden Center.

    Book recommendation: “Jane Austen: The Complete
    Novels” or “Mansfield Park”

Austen’s characters go to Bath, an English retreat known
for its salubrious natural hot springs. Visit the Sugar
House Day Spa & Salon for some modern-day healing.

    Book recommendation: “Persuasion”

You don’t need the devious John Thorpe
to coax you into a carriage; instead, let
Carriages of the Capital whisk you away.

    Book recommendation: “Northanger Abbey”

Charles Bingley admired women who could
“paint tables, cover screens, and net purses.”
Visit Eastern Market’s arts and crafts fair
to view the works of accomplished artists.

    Book recommendation: “Pride and Prejudice”
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RoadTrip In Step With Jane Austen: A Novel Tour

WHERE: Northern Virginia and Washington.

WHY: Austen power, sisters and spring rolls, 18th-
century dance grooves.

HOW FAR: About 33 miles from start to finish.

Y ou don’t have to be a member of the Jane
Austen Book Club to get your fill of the
celebrated early-19th-century British au-
thor. Through April 6, “Masterpiece
Classic” is airing adaptations of Austen’s

six novels on PBS. The series breaks for three
weeks after today, but you can fill the dark time by
embarking on an Austen-inspired jaunt.

Take a cue from Charles Bingley’s haughty sis-
ter in “Pride and Prejudice,” who said, “A woman
must have a thorough knowledge of music, sing-
ing, drawing, dancing, and the modern languag-
es.” By sampling some of the Washington area’s

Austenesque arts and attractions, which we’ve
paired with book recommendations, you certainly
will become well-rounded ladies and gentlemen.

— Jada Bradley
“Masterpiece Classic” ends its run of “Pride and Prejudice”
today. The Austen series returns March 23 and runs through
April 6. For details, visit www.pbs.org/wgbh/masterpiece/
austen. Check local listings for times.

Road Trip maps are available at www.
washingtonpost.com/roadtrip, as are

addresses and hours of operation (be sure to
check before you go). Have an idea for a trip?
E-mail roadtrip@washpost.com.

MAP BY JEROME COOKSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST; PHOTOS BY JADA BRADLEY FOR THE WASHINGTON POST
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WEDNESDAY IN STYLE Escapes nyuks it up
at the Stoogeum in suburban Philadelphia.

Buzz Worthy

I t’s a children’s album, full of
poppy electronic melodies and

simplistic lyrics (“I love to
scratch”; “I love my bed”), but it’s
for canines, not kids.

At least that’s the claim made by
the producers of “Songs to Make
Dogs Happy” (Laurel Canyon
Animal Co.). So do the songs
actually make dogs happy? We
tried it out on our border collie
Scooter, smartest dog in the world
(he can “speak” on command in
English and French).

While he was out of the room,
we played the first cut, “Squeaky-
Deakey.” It’s a ditty with a tinny
electronic drum beat and a faint
calypso melody, but its hook is the
double-burst of squeaky-toy noises
that accompany the verse.

By the time the first chorus was
over, Scooter had wandered into
the room with a cute quizzical
head tilt. He looked around the
room for the source of the squeak.
He stared at the speakers and gave
a slight sniff in their direction.

Amazingly, Iota the fake Maine
Coon cat came into the room, too!
And he never shows his fuzzy face
in the daytime. My 10-year old,
Luke, swears Iota was swaying to
the beat, but he was doing it too
cool for my eyes to see.

Alas, as with most CDs, the
catchiest hit is the first cut. They
shouldn’t have abandoned the
squeak sound for more traditional
tunes. By the time “Scratch My
Back” came on four songs later,
Iota had retreated to his darkened
lair, and Scooter was asleep on the
floor. But he looked happy.

And I’m not sure what it means,
but Luke was humming “Squeaky-
Deakey” as he left for school.

— Buzz McClain
$14.95 at www.petcds.com.

Pup Music: Upbeat Tunes
For the Canine Set 
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TITLE BASIC STORY SAMPLE GRAB GRADEWHAT YOU’LL LOVE

“The happiness and security of human 
Families depends on sacrifi ce. Our 
sacrifi ce.”

— The primary rule of the Pact: 
duty over all 

Between bouts of humor and wit, Haig pulls 
off a genuine tearjerker — plus, the smarmy 
character gets his comeuppance 
in the end.

Bill Clinton’s former press secretary 
tackles gender inequality, arguing that 
smart, ambitious women need to create a model 
for themselves that replaces the tired formula 
of emulating successful men.

Forbes has a soulful set of pipes 
for a cum laude Harvard grad. 
And she’s nearly as skilled a songwriter 
as she is a singer.

“Don’t make me tell you what I think about you / 
You just don’t wanna know.”

— “Lovely Day,” Forbes’s entry in the tradition 
of deceptively sweet kiss-off tunes

Between gigs as a hired killer, 
Travis has mundane jobs such 
as delivering pizzas to pay his 
rent, and these side missions 
can derail the game’s 
adrenaline rush.

 — Evan Narcisse

The central whodunit story line, which often 
veers into silliness, only seems to detract from 
the main event: the puzzles.

— Christopher Healy

Ridley Scott’s latest tells the 
real-life cat-and-mouse story of 
legendary Harlem drug kingpin 
Frank Lucas (Denzel Washington) 
and the New Jersey cop 
(Russell Crowe) trying 
to take him down.

Austin punktronica duo writes soundtrack for 
supercomputer takeover of humankind. When 
the machines fi nally do enslave us, it’ll sound 
pretty much like this.

After taking correspondence 
courses, aimless slacker 
Travis Touchdown becomes 
a hit man and must battle 
10 other bizarre killers to 
rise to the top of the United 
Assassin’s Association.

In her solo debut, the 
smoky voice of Pink 
Martini sheds the 
world-pop infl ections 
to make a straight-up 
Sheryl Crow album.

‘78 
China Forbes
Heinz Records 
$16.98

Why Women 
Should Rule 
the World 
By Dee Dee Myers 
Harper 
$24.95

A somewhat allegorical novel a la 
“Watership Down” that chronicles 
the demise of a family, as seen 
through the eyes of Prince, the 
Labrador who is duty-bound 
to protect them. 

The Labrador Pact 
By Matt Haig 
Viking 
$23.95 

The disc’s alternative cut boasts a moodier 
beginning than the theatrical version, 
and Washington is reliably 
charismatic as a family man 
and ruthless heroin dealer.
 

“This will always be the sun, 
and this will be the rain / This will 
always be the love, and this will 
be the pain / This will be always 

be the God, and this will 
be the slave.”

 — “Heavy Heart”

“I’m not a miracle worker, I’m a janitor.”
— Clayton (Clooney) gets real 

with a cranky client 

Players will help Travis brawl his way to the top 
by unleashing punishing body slams and slashing 
attacks from his beam katana (essentially, 
a budget lightsaber).

Anecdotes from precedent-
setters such as Jane Goodall 
and Wangari Maathai have 
an immediate power, as do 
segments about the amazing 
strides made by diverse 
groups of women.

Although you’re ostensibly 
there to fi nd a killer, 
the suspects always 
seem more interested in 
challenging you with riddles, 
trick questions, number 
puzzles and logic problems. 

Tilda Swinton does the best she 
can with an underwritten role 
as the evil company’s legal 
counsel, while Tom Wilkinson 
veers toward the hammy as 
a manic-depressive legal ace.

— G.Z.

Myers only rarely slips into “I am woman!” 
rants, so who on earth approved such a 
title — which gives the impression that 
Myers’s book is no more than a histrionic 
call to arms?

— Sara Cardace

“Hey Eugene,” the title track of Pink 
Martini’s otherwise-peachy 2007 CD, gets 
a reprise. It’s just as insipid a tune as it was 
last year.

— Chris Klimek

The chapters solely devoted to explaining the 
nitty-gritty of the Pact detract from the plot’s 

crux: the Hunters’ imminent implosion, thanks 
to their own stupid behavior.

— Reviewed by Alexis Burling

“If men are more likely to take the 
kinds of risks that create professional 

opportunity, it’s also true that they’re vastly more 
likely to take the kinds of risks that leave women 
(and a lot of men) dumbfounded.”

— Myers explores one argument for women’s 
place in a well-rounded workplace 

“That’s a clown suit. That’s 
a costume, with a big sign on 
it that says, ‘Arrest me.’ You 
understand? You’re too loud, you’re 
making too much noise.” 

 — Frank tells brother Huey (Chiwetel 
Ejiofor) to tone down the pimp gear

A famous puzzle-solver visits a town where the 
people are obsessed with puzzles (coincidence?!) 
and ends up embroiled in a murder mystery.

 B+

American Gangster
(Two-Disc 
Collector’s Edition) 
Rated R 
Universal 
$29.98 

Michael Clayton 
Rated R 
Warner Bros.
$28.98 

Robotique 
Majestique
Ghostland Observatory
Trashy Moped
$15.98

No More Heroes 
Nintendo Wii 
Rated Mature
Ubisoft 
$49.99

WHAT YOU WON’T

MediaMix A Quick Take on New Releases

»

»

Foursquare rhythms give this metal machine 
music a leaden quality. Proclamations of 

cyber-doom less convincing than those 
made by Radiohead. Or TV on the 

Radio. Or Nine Inch Nails. Or . . . 
— C.K.

As in a lot of gangster fi lms, director 
Scott romanticizes his murderous 
bad guy way, way too much.

— Greg Zinman

A burned-out legal fi xer 
(George Clooney, right) tries to 
clean up a huge mess after a fellow lawyer 

jeopardizes a chemical 
company’s defense.

Clooney turns in a haunted, 
world-weary performance, 
and fi rst-time director 
Tony Gilroy demonstrates 
a mastery of cinematic 
pacing and tension.

»

GEORGE CLOONEY — WARNER BROS.

»

»

»

«

Blip-bloopy soundscape breeds 
nostalgia for 1980s video 
games. Singer Aaron Behrens 
has a staccato howl 
reminiscent of Isaac Brock 
from Modest Mouse.

B

 B+

 B

 B-

 B+

 B+

 B

Professor Layton 
and the Curious 
Village 
Nintendo DS 
Rated Everyone 
Nintendo 
$29.99

NMH fuses a quirky 
animated art style and 
off-color comedic elements 
with visceral, blood-spattered 
gameplay and sly winks at 

gamer culture. 

Puzzle lovers will luxuriate in this 
veritable smorgasbord of brainteasers. 

«
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