
The Jefferson Memorial. 
I saw it on a business

trip, and it was so awe-
inspiring. It’s definitely my 

favorite place in Washington.

Christensen recently was seen in
“Swimfan,” right, and “Traffic.”

—Reported by Dana Meltzer
BY GENE PAGE

LocalFave ERIKA CHRISTENSEN
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Montpelier
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Driver’s route

Exhibits and chats at Fauquier
County’s Afro-American
Historical Association

Picnicking,
walleyes

A well-known farmer’s
market, selling
fresh eggs, baked
goods and more

Pretty drive with a
view of the mountains

A pick-your-own farm with
pears, plums, cherries,
peaches, apples and grapes
in the summer and fall

Stop for lunch at the
Firehouse Cafe, housed
in an old volunteer fire
company building.

May 3 is the battle’s 140th
anniversary: reenactments, horse
races and guest stars from the
film “Gods and Generals.”

Gold mining museum:
gold-panning workshops
for kids, exhibits for adults

Hiking and horse trails, a
3-acre pond with canoeing,
and large-mouth bass fishing

A historic downtown
with used-book stores,
coffeehouses and
craft shops

Get a soda at the
Frost Diner, going
strong since 1955.

Fauquier’s largest park, offering everything
from horseshoes and croquet to paddle-
boating. A kiosk sells quirky gifts like
build-your-own bluebird and bat houses.

Montpelier
Wine Festival

Mayhugh’s classic general
store, with dry goods, fishing
supplies and “country hams”

Start here
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Why are there no bowling centers in the District of Columbia?
— Dan Rosenstein, Baileys Crossroads

A bowling alley may not be very tall, but it is very wide. Bowling insiders
say real estate in the District is just too expensive to devote the square
footage to the game. And since 1902 there has been a law on the city’s
books that forbids bowling on Sundays, a deal killer for the AMFs and Bowl
Americas of the world (and the perfect idea for a rousing Broadway mu-
sical featuring the music of Kenny Loggins).

But things are looking up for pinheads. The D.C. Council passed emer-
gency legislation last December striking down the restrictive law. That

eased the way for Jillian’s—a
Kentucky-based “entertain-
ment and dining concept”
that includes bowling among
its many wholesome diver-
sions—to move forward on
plans to open at Gallery
Place by next year. A bowling
alley is also on the drawing
board in Columbia Heights. 

Washington does have
bowling alleys at the White
House and, appropriately
enough, Bolling Air Force
Base. But you’d have to enlist
in the Air Force or make a
large contribution to the Re-
publican Party to roll a few
frames there, things you may
not be willing to do.

Now we’ll let you in on a
little-known fact that sur-
prised even us: George
Washington University has a
12-lane bowling alley that is
open to the public. It is in the

Marvin Center at 800 21st St. NW and charges about four bucks a game,
plus $2 for shoe rental. It can get crowded on weekends, and it doesn’t
serve beer (don’t want to corrupt those kollege kids), but it’s the only game
in town when you have a hankering to fondle a Brunswick. Call 202-994-
3866 for information. — John F. Kelly

Have a question about the D.C. area? Let Answer Man employ the vast reporting
resources of The Washington Post to answer it. Send an e-mail to answerman@
washpost.com. Please include your name and address.

Answer Man DECODING MD + VA + DC

President Nixon loved to wind up and
scatter the pins at the White House.

FILE PHOTO

ROADTRIP Montpelier Wine Festival

WHERE: James Madison’s Montpelier, Orange, Va.

WHY: Country stores, classic diners and croquet on the way to Virginia’s best wines.

HOW FAR: 75 miles from the District. 

Maybe the world is getting smaller. In the past few years, promis-
ing vineyards—once a plane ride from Washington—have be-
come just a morning’s drive off.

The secret lies in the rise of Virginia’s wine country. Clus-
tered mainly in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the
vineyards are turning out award-winning wines. And if you
want a taste of that success, you’re in luck: Next weekend, May
3-4, you need drive to only one place—the annual Montpelier
Wine Festival—to try over a dozen.

Once at James Madison’s manse, look for standouts like
Barboursville Vineyards’ Italian varietals or specialties like
Horton Cellars’ food-friendly Norton wine. The festival also
will offer gourmet noshing and live music, plus face-painting
and kite contests for kids.

But this is only the capper. On your way, stop at the gener-
al store in Greenwich for a local map or the country hams. Or
pack a picnic and enjoy the hiking trails and paddle boats at
C.M. Crockett Park. Just south, Route 15 near Locust Dale is
a pretty drive, and the pick-your-own farms nearby will have
branches loaded with fruit. History buffs, oenophiles and ad-
venturers will find plenty to keep them happy all spring and
summer long. (See www.orangevachamber.com/winefest.
html for more info on the festival.) — Chris J. Petropoulos

Introducing the Saab 9-3 Sport Sedan.
(Now available in 210 hp.)

www.saabusa.com 1 800 SAAB USA
Subject to credit approval. Delivery must be taken out of participating dealer inventory by April 30, 2003. Dealer financial participation may affect consumer cost. Terms apply to a new 2003 Saab 9-3 Linear Sport Sedan based on MSRP of $26,575.00. *Lease payment for the 9-3 Linear Sport Sedan is $298.87 for 36 months totaling $10,759.32. Option to purchase at lease end
for $13,819.00 (plus taxes, insurance, title and registration fees). Customer is allowed 10,000 miles per year during the term of this lease. Customer is liable for a mileage charge of $.20 per mile over 30,000 miles and for excess wear and tear. **0% APR SFSC financing. Available for qualified buyers. Length of contract limited. Taxes, insurance, title and registration
fees extra. Not available with other program offers. †Buy or lease a new 2003 Saab 9-3 Linear Sport Sedan and receive No Charge Scheduled Maintenance for 3 years or 36,000 miles, whichever comes first, provided the service is completed within 1,000 miles of the recommended service interval. This program is subject to discontinuance at any time. ‡EPA estimated fuel
economy data provided is for 210 hp Saab 9-3 Arc and Vector. EPA estimated fuel economy for 175 hp Saab 9-3 Linear is 23 mpg city and 31 mpg highway. Call 1 800 SAAB USA for important program details and limitations. SEE YOUR PARTICIPATING SAAB DEALER FOR COMPLETE DETAILS ON THIS AND OTHER LEASE AND FINANCE PROGRAMS. © 2003 SAAB CARS USA, INC.

0% APR financing available for up to 60 months on the purchase of any new 2003 Saab model.**

210 hp

175 hp

Turbo

Extra-strength Turbo

The perfect prescription for an exhilarating drive is finally here. Inside every Saab 9-3 is a

lightweight, yet powerful, turbocharged engine that transports you to exhilaration in just

seconds. And the Saab 9-3’s responsive handling on twists and turns elicits a smile just as

quickly. But it’s responsible at the gas pump, with an EPA-estimated fuel economy‡ of 22

mpg in the city and 31 on the highway, and room for five. So take two laps and call us in

the morning. 1 800 SAAB USA or www.saabusa.com

$299
LEASE A 2003 SAAB 9-3 LINEAR SPORT SEDAN

MO./
36 MO.*

TURBOCHARGED ENGINE

LEATHER-APPOINTED SEATS

ELECTRONIC STABILITY PROGRAM

TRACTION CONTROL SYSTEM

NO CHARGE SCHEDULED MAINTENANCE†

People who test drive a Saab usually buy one.

AND

$1,499
DUE AT LEASE INCEPTION.

(includes down pmt., sec. dep.,

acq. fee & first mo. pmt.)§

§NY, CT and RI residents:

$2,004 due at lease inception.
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