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The Exhibits and chats at Fauquier = ’
WHERE: James Madison’s Montpelier, Orange, Va. &) Plains County's Afro-American ) Ry
Historical Association . /
WHY: Country stores, classic diners and croquet on the way to Virginia’s best wines. * : & i & 2
HOW FAR: 75 miles from the District. \a.. J &
1 {66/
Maybe the world is getting smaller. In the past few years, promis- - p— \ = =
ing vineyards—once a plane ride from Washington—have be- ) '\ e Lake
come just a morning’s drive off. ™, Manassas =
The secret lies in the rise of Virginia’s wine country. Clus- : ‘ . @ Greenwich  PRINCE ~ Manassas|
tered mainly in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains, the Get a soda at the @/ Briie, WILLIAM CO. y—=—*
vineyards are turning out award-winning wines. And if you Frost Diner, going \ @1 SR )
want a taste of that success, you’re in luck: Next weekend, May strong since 1955. ; L N
3-4, you need drive to only one place—the annual Montpelier &iD geirrenton_* // Mayhugh'’s classic general
Wine Festival—to try over a dozen. AR Picnicking, store, with dr“y goods, fishinyg
Once at James Madison’s manse, look for standouts like o " walleyes supplies and “country hams
Barboursville Vineyards’ Italian varietals or specialties like A well-known farmer’s "
Horton Cellars’ food-friendly Norton wine. The festival also market, selling \
will offer gourmet noshing and live music, plus face-painting fresh eggs, baked \
and kite contests for kids. goods and more C.M. Crockett \
But this is only the capper. On your way, stop at the gener- : ‘\1 Pk \
al store in Greenwich for a local map or the country hams. Or - X
pack a picnic and enjoy the hiking trails and paddle boats at ‘\, § {an) Fauquier's largest park, offering everything
C.M. Crockett Park. Just south, Route 15 near Locust Dale is (' 2 : from horseshoes and croquet to paddle- e

a pretty drive, and the pick-your-own farms nearby will have <
branches loaded with fruit. History buffs, oenophiles and ad- '
venturers will find plenty to keep them happy all spring and :
summer long. (See www.orangevachamber.com/winefest. w Y
html for more info on the festival.) — Chris J. Petropoulos b/ Remington
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boating. A kiosk sells quirky gifts like
build-your-own bluebird and bat houses.
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A historic downtown X i — A
i with used-book stores, ' 1, an ggllg_[rgrr::]r;ggmvvgﬁgsrﬁbps
\\5 ggaf;finguzes and Culpeper/ Kelly's Ford Civil War Battlefield for kids, exhibits for adults
N P 3 CF. Phelps ¢
., . 3 © Wildlite 3
\_\_ Management Goldvein \.‘
L ' May 3 is the battle’s 140th i ; \ STAFFORDLO.
; @ anniversary: reenactments, horse _/-'J i s e { \
':‘“': races and guest stars from the T~ an
_ 3 (1) film “Gods and Generals.” - giking and g\or.st?]trails, a
Madi ; — 5 = *J 3-acre pond with canoeing,
) Isor{'- s{g\}\f)é?{;]v:n\gvcl)wn?ains o / QITE— = x and large-mouth bass fishing
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MADISON CO. 7 _»~—| A pick-your-own farm with § \ Y .
LocustDale g “~ 7 pears, plums, cherries 2 Lo /
y ' ' Wilderness Ty,
\ Mg"’,’:’"g’ peaches, apples and grapes o N b
R’apicﬁn' renaras in the summer and fall /‘ EO) SChancellorsville " 3
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; 5 ! ; Stop for lunch at the .
4 4 . Orange Firehouse Cafe, housed St
LS e = : in an old volunteer fire o
2 o company building. v
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