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TITLE BASIC STORY SAMPLE GRAB GRADEWHAT YOU’LL LOVE

“Leo’s fi nger touched the trigger. But 

he couldn’t do it. Not in cold blood. He 

would not be this man’s executioner. 

Let the State punish him. Trust in the State.”

— Our protagonist resists the urge 
to shoot a subordinate

Smith paints a chilling picture of an era in which 

justice was nonexistent and the 

futures of innocent families were 

in the hands of self-serving thugs.

The London writer’s debut 

novel chronicles a fallen 

intelligence offi cer’s struggle 

to reclaim his humanity while 

stalking a vicious serial killer 

amid the cold corruption 

of Stalin’s Soviet Union.

Child 44 
By Tom Rob Smith 

Grand Central 

$24.99

The characters we’re meant to care about never 

really come to life, so there’s little 

to elevate the story above standard 

police-procedural fare.
— Reviewed by Sara Cardace

 A-

WHAT YOU WON’T

MediaMix A Quick Take on New Releases

DAKOTA BLUE RICHARDS FROM NEW LINE

 C

 A-

B+

A-

 C-

A-

 B-

“The compassion shutdown switch that 

allows us to chew pieces of veal while 

blocking out thoughts of baby calves alone in

crates is the same switch that guides us to 

change TV channels away from news of children 

starving in Darfur.”

Despite the gravity of the subject, 

Dawn is mercifully un-didactic 

throughout, cutting grim facts with 

whimsical cartoons, celebrity cameos 

and feel-good stories.

The author, a charismatic 

activist, weighs in with a witty 

and well-researched primer on “everything you 

wanted to know about animal rights but were 

afraid to get into a fi ght about.”

Thanking 
the Monkey: 
Rethinking the Way 
We Treat Animals 
By Karen Dawn 

Harper 

$19.95

Let’s face it: A die-hard (and, man, 

do these animals ever) Darwinian 

is not going to buy the book or 

its arguments, no matter how 

compelling the reasoning and how 

soft the sell.
— Adriana Leshko

“I guess we’re at 

our best when 

we’re miles away”

— “Miles Away”

There’s something for everyone: clubbers 

(“Dance 2night”), ’80s nostalgics (“Heartbeat”), 

tabloid voyeurs (“Incredible”) and, for some 

reason, cowbell afi cionados (“Give It 2 Me”).

With help from Pharrell Williams, Timbaland 

and Justin Timberlake, Madonna’s fi nal disc 

for her longtime label feels like a facelifted 

version of her fi rst. It’s a dance-fl oor-friendly 

mix of ’80s pop, R&B, house and hip-hop.

Hard Candy 
Madonna 

Warner Bros.

$18.98

Her collaborators’ kitchen-sink approach results 

in some unhappily busy tracks, and for the fi rst 

time, the usually iron-fi sted Madonna often

seems to be visiting her own album.
— Allison Stewart

“I hear them all say / 

That I got heart / But not everything that 

it takes”

— “Shove It”

All brains and swagger and 

nerve, Santogold is a stylist

and lyricist to be reckoned 

with, a fearless (and shameless) 

aggregator of indie, reggae, 

new wave, hip-hop, electro 

and punk.

The oft-touted, little-heard Brooklyn punker 

turned electro auteur Santogold 

(a.k.a. Santi White) releases her 

long-awaited debut.

Santogold 
Santogold 

Downtown/

Lizard King 

$15.49

During its rare off moments, 

“Santogold” can feel more 

like a grab bag of styles, 

complaints and eccentricities 

than a cohesive disc. But, really, 

it’s pretty great.
— A.S.

“A poet once said, ‘Only a fool 

laughs when nothing’s funny.’ ”

— A paralyzed Jean-Do 
sizes up his situation

Amalric’s performance is 

nothing short of astonishing, 

and Janusz Kaminski’s fi rst-person 

cinematography is gorgeous. 

Schnabel also contributes a 

thoughtful commentary.

Artist and fi lmmaker Julian 

Schnabel helms an adaptation 

of the memoir of Jean-Dominique 

Bauby (Mathieu Amalric), 

a fashion editor who suffers a 

stroke and learns to communi-

cate by blinking one eye.

The Diving 
Bell and 
the Butterfl y
Rated PG-13 

Miramax 

$29.99

A quibble: Some of the visual 

metaphors are a little too on the nose, while 

others (a collapsing glacier, for example) are 

a little too mysterious. And are all the nurses 

in France so beautiful?
— Greg Zinman

“Are you familiar with the Prophecy 

of the Witches?”

“You think she is that child? 

She must be found.”

— The conniving Fra Pavel (Simon 
McBurney) confers with Marisa 

(Nicole Kidman) about Lyra

Your enthusiasm 

for this fi lm can be 

measured by your 

reaction to the following 

words: CGI armor-clad 

polar bears go to war.

In this adaptation of Philip Pullman’s popular 

fantasy series, a headstrong young girl named 

Lyra (Dakota Blue Richards, right) with a gift 

for seeing the truth travels north to free 

captive children.

The Golden 
Compass 
Rated PG-13 

New Line

$34.99

Children may revel in the bonus disc’s extra 

features, but discerning adults will have already 

tired of a fantasy adventure 

directed without a hint of 

visual fl air.
— G.Z.

GTA multi-player comes home 

with modes such as the 

smartly balanced Cops ’N’ 

Crooks, in which a team of 

crooks tries to escape the city 

while a team of cops tries 

to take them down.

The gritty franchise makes 

its debut on the latest 

consoles with a more 

vibrant cityscape, infi nitely 

better aiming and shooting con-

trols and a wealth of engrossing 

multi-player options.

Leaving behind a shadowy and violent past in 

“the old country,” Niko Bellic comes to Liberty 

City to fi nd a better life, just as soon as he helps 

his cousin pay off some nasty folks.

Grand Theft Auto IV 
PlayStation 3, 

Xbox 360

Rated Mature

Rockstar 

$59.99-$89.99 

The driving controls still 

feel haphazard and impre-

cise, and if you’re hoping 

for a kinder, gentler tone 

in this GTA installment, 

don’t hold your breath.
— Evan Narcisse

Build an exploration team of friendly Pokémon 

partners and go treasure hunting. Along the 

way, you might discover the secrets 

of your past.

Every new dungeon you enter is randomly 

generated, meaning you won’t encounter the 

same adventure twice.

Nintendo meets 

Kafka: You’re an 

amnesiac human 

who wakes up to 

discover you’ve 

been turned into a 

Pokémon.

Pokémon Mystery 
Dungeon: Explorers 
of Darkness 
Nintendo DS 

Rated Everyone

Nintendo

$34.99

The kind of Pokémon you’re going to be is 

decided by a personality quiz you take before 

the game, so you may hope to play as a big red

dragon but end up as a little pink kitty.
— Christopher Healy
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The action is nonstop at the City Dock, where boats and folks come and go.

P.J. Mailloux serves the bay’s bounty instyle at O’Learys Seafood Restaurant.

Deck out your home with nautical

knickknacks from the Historic Annapolis

Foundation Museum Store.

Join midshipmen and other locals for burgers and
malts at Chick & Ruth’s Delly.

Start
here

Driver’s
route

At Davis’ Pub, grab a brew
within sight of the harbor.

Strut down the new waterside boardwalk
at Susan C. Campbell Park.

The 74-foot schooner Woodwind
raises its sails during two-hour
Chesapeake Bay cruises.

Outfit your boat from bow to stern — and
yourself from head to toe — at Fawcett
Boat Supplies, open for 60 years.

Walk down Annapolis’s memory lane at
HistoryQuest, which features a small
museum and loads of local knowledge.

The Annapolis Maritime Museum
preserves Chesapeake Bay heritage
with such exhibits as a small skipjack
and a  crabbing dock.

Skippers gather at the
Boatyard Bar & Grill
to watch videos of the
week’s sailboat races.
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RoadTrip Stretch Your Sea Legs in Annapolis

MAP BY JEROME COOKSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST; PHOTOS BY BEN CHAPMAN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

WHERE: Annapolis.

WHY: Sailors’ delight, pirate pets and town criers belting it out.

HOW FAR: About 2.5 miles.

L andlubbers, take cover: The Maryland Maritime Heritage Festival is
coming ashore. The event, which was started in 2001 to honor An-
napolis’s seafaring past, will commandeer downtown’s City Dock
this coming weekend, drawing an expected 25,000 folks to the reno-

vated waterfront area. To add to the party atmosphere, the festival will coin-
cide with CharterFest, an event that is part of a year-long celebration mark-
ing the 300th anniversary of the year Queen Anne granted the city a royal
charter.

Annapolis’s history started on terra firma, when a group of Puritans left
Anglican Virginia in the mid-1600s to create an outpost for religious free-
dom along the Chesapeake Bay. In 1694, the city was anointed the capital of
Maryland, adding politics to its growing port and boatbuilding business.
The waterfront’s commercial activity peaked in the mid-1800s, when the
U.S. Naval Academy arrived and scores of oyster boats offloaded on the City
Dock for processing in nearby shucking houses.

Nowadays, Annapolis sees more leisure boats than commercial vessels,
but it’s still as seaworthy as ever, especially during the maritime festival. Ac-
tivities include a parade of pets dressed as pirates (Fido with a peg leg? A cat
with a patch and gold hoop?), a crab-cake-eating contest, a regatta and a
demo by the National Sailing Hall of Fame. And while it’s not an “Ahoy!”
shouting match, more than 20 very vocal participants will face off in the Na-
tional Town Crier Competition. Word is, they have a lot to crow about. 

— Ben Chapman
Maryland Maritime Heritage Festival, Friday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; May 4, 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Around the City Dock, 1 Dock St., Annapolis. Free, except for some Friday
events. 410-266-3960. www.mdmhf.org.

Road Trip maps are available at www.washingtonpost.com/
roadtrip, as are addresses and hours of operation. 
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WEDNESDAY IN STYLE Escapes takes a java tour of Charlottesville.

Your Take I t started as a lark. Some acquaintances needed
someone to watch their home during a

month-long vacation. You needed cash, so you
housesat for them. You enjoyed it: the free
lodging, the extra cash, the illusion of living in

an actual home without the responsibilities of,
say, a mortgage. From there, you dived deep into
a transient but somehow domesticated lifestyle.

If you’ve ever moonlighted or made a living as
a housesitter, or enlisted the services of a

housesitter, we want to hear from you. Stories,
anecdotes, do’s and don’ts, and other tips on the
subject of housesitting will be appreciated.
E-mail zakd@washpost.com (right now!), and
put “housesitting” in the subject line.

Tell Us Your 
Housesitting Tales
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