ROAD

| ‘Witness’ History

WHERE: Lancaster, Pa.

WHY: Buy a pair of cowboy boots,
brake for buggies and “Witness” a
movie set.

HOW FAR: About 95 miles, or 2
hours from BWI.

It seems like only yesterday that
good cop Harrison Ford went un-
dercover on an Amish farm and fell
in love with widow Kelly McGillis.
But it’s been 20 years since the Os-
car-winning “Witness” put the
Amish in the limelight and turned
Pennsylvania Dutch Country into a
tourism hot spot. To celebrate this
anniversary, guided bus tours recap-
ture a bit of the film’s lure by taking
fans to locations including the Wit-
ness Farm, where most of the flick
was shot. Quick recap: The son of
McGillis is the only witness to the
murder of a cop; Ford is the officer
assigned to the case and moves to
Lancaster County to protect them.

The farm is still as beautiful as it
was in 1985. An Amish family lives
there, so you can’t see in the farm-
house, but the inside of the separate
summer kitchen is part of the tour;
it was the setting for numerous
scenes with McGillis and Ford try-
ing to hide their smoldering pas-
sions. The tour also includes the
barn where McGillis and Ford
danced to Sam Cooke’s classic ode
to a lousy education, “Wonderful
World” (the one that goes, “Don’t
know much about history, don’t
know much biology”). The three-
hour trip also stops at the Lancaster
Cultural History Museum, which
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features costumes, photos and mov-
ie memorabilia, and ends with a ride

through scenic Amish countryside. Enter an 19th-century

The drive to this rural land begins

village at the Landis Valley Museum. Pt '
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BWTI loop trail as airplanes glide low

in the sky. Heading north, it’s not a Sl
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area without a stop at a diner. (“Din-
er” ... another great movie!) The
Double T has it all, from Mexican to
Greek to Italian. And the display
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Perk up W|th a cappuccino at the Purple Mug
and browse the eclectic works of local artists
in the attached Charming Prince Art Gallery.
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case filled with desserts will tempt ROAD —>
even the most carbo-phobic.

While driving along Route 40 —
historically known as Pulaski High-
way — stop at the Aberdeen Room
and Museum. The curators love to
show relics from bygone days, in-
cluding antique cans from when the
town was a leader in the canning in-
dustry. Crossing into Pennsylvania,
a visit to the Hans Herr House will
continue your history lesson: It’s the
oldest surviving dwelling of Europe-

The Lancaster
County Winery
sells vino from
local grapes and
spiced apple
wine from

area orchards.

an settlers in Lancaster County and . . __g — Springs 3

the oldest Mennonite meeting X
house in the Western Hemisphere. MARYLAND =,
And at the end of this trip, you'll be ®
singing about how much you know
about history. — Matthew Graham

Witness Movie Experience Tour leaves from
the Lancaster County Visitors Center, 501
Greenfield Rd., Lancaster, Pa., 800-723-
8824, www.padutchcountry.com.
Monday, Friday and Saturday at 9:30 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m. through Nov. 21. $29.95,
younger than 12 $19.95.

satisfy your sweet
tooth with cakes and
chocolates aplenty.

Learn about
railway history

at the family run
Aberdeen Room
and Museum.

Road Trip maps are available online at
www.washingtonpost.com/roadtrip, as
are addresses and hours of operation
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Take a photo of the most frequently
pictured building in Lancaster County:
the 1719 Hans Herr House.

N
Slow down for the Amish
horse-drawn buggies on
Lancaster Pike.

Stock up on hooch!
Johnston’s Discount
Liquors has great bargains

Rock on beer, wine and liquor.

Stroll on a fishing pier

and see where the

Susquehanna River

meets the Chesapeake
Bay at Perryville

“] Community Park.
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Visit the Concord Point
Lighthouse and newly
opened light keeper's
HARFORD house in Havre de Grace.

COUNTY

(be sure to check before you go).

Cowboys near Bal'mor? You bet'cha, hon! Buy your
hat, boots and wrangler get-up at the Silver Spur
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From the BWI Trail, watch
the big jets skim the treetops.

A Western Store. (If your car smells like ahorse, |
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