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Keith Anderson, shown at last year’sPiscataway Indian Festival and Pow-Wow,
is expected to perform there this year as well.

Even if you

don’t have

to catch

your own

steak these

days, as

local tribes

did with

bows and

arrows, you

can still go for

the bull’s-eye

with hunting

bows from

Fred’s Sports
and Furniture.

The front room of Robey Re-Cycles contains
a small museum of antique motorcycles,including a rare 1946 Indian bike.

George Catlin’s portraits

documented vanishing Native

American cultures on the

Plains in the 1830s. See a

sampling of his work at the

Smithsonian American Art

Museum’s Renwick Gallery.

Start here

Driver’s route

During the Civil War, Fort Washington
was a major military installation that helped

protect the Union capital. Now, it’s a peaceful

picnic spot along the Potomac River.

The Piscataway used the land that’s

now Cedarville State Forest—

which has campgrounds, a stocked

fishing pond and 19 miles of trails

— as their winter hunting ground.

Potomac area tribes such as the

Piscataway used dugout canoes

for transportation and hunting.

Atlantic Kayak Co. rents and

sells more modern watercraft —

but, hey, it’s still the Potomac.

The Alexandria Archaeology
Museum displays stone tools

and other artifacts from the

native peoples who lived in the

Alexandria area between 500

and 9,200 years ago.

Learn about Native American

history, beliefs and tribal life

with live performances outside

the National Museum of
the American Indian. The

Indian Summer Showcase, an

evening concert series, is held

twice a month from June 

through September (the first 

one is Saturday).

The Piscataway used parts of

Piscataway Park as burial

grounds, but the on-site National

Colonial Farm is hardly somber:

It’s filled with such warm and

fuzzy critters as Devon milking

cows and Hog Island sheep.
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WHERE: Waldorf.

WHY: Hiking on tribal grounds, bows for beginners and powwowing with
the Piscataway.

HOW FAR: About 70 miles from start to finish, or 21⁄2 hours by car from
Washington. 

T he Piscataway Indian Festival and Pow-Wow is a true family affair.
Next weekend, about 300 Native Americans from near (Maryland,
Virginia) and far (Central America, Hawaii) will gather at the Amer-

ican Indian Cultural Center in Waldorf to catch up as well as dance, sing, eat
and celebrate. In all, nearly 3,000 folks are expected to attend — extended
family, indeed. 

Hosted by the Cedarville Band of the Piscataway tribe, the 25th annual
event is a modern, more social take on the private gatherings the Piscata-
way and other Native American tribes have been practicing for ages. “To-
day’s powwows are extensions of the tribal powwows that existed for hun-
dreds of years,” says Natalie Proctor, tribal chairwoman of the Cedarville
Piscataway. “It’s still a family event.” 

The Piscataway, an Algonquin-speaking tribe, have had a presence in
Southern Maryland for more than 10,000 years. Many Piscataway sum-
mered along the Potomac, in an area now called Piscataway Park, and win-
tered by Zekiah Swamp in Cedarville State Forest. Unlike the migratory
tribes of the American Plains, the Piscataway and such neighboring tribes as
the Anacostan and Potomac maintained permanent villages in the region.
They explored and hunted along the Eastern Seaboard but always returned
home. 

All powwows include dancing, and this one will feature a performance by
the Piscataway Spirit Dancers, a local troupe that specializes in traditional
native dances. In addition, about 30 artisanal vendors will sell Native Amer-
ican jewelry, bows, hides and tribal regalia. And those in need of a snack can
sample Native American food. A Piscataway special: tacos made of beef and
fried bread. 

With only a weekend to powwow, you most likely won’t meet every “fami-
ly” member. Yet you could experience something rare at most reunions:
“The general public feels a sense of peace, a sense of healing at the pow-
wow,” Proctor says. “It’s a spiritual thing you don’t feel at other events.”

— Ben Chapman
Piscataway Indian Festival and Pow-Wow: Saturday, noon-6 p.m.; Sunday, noon-5
p.m. American Indian Cultural Center, 16816 Country Lane, Waldorf. $10, ages
7-11 $5, 6 and younger free. 301-782-2224. www.piscatawayindians.org. 
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WEDNESDAY IN STYLE Sail ho! Escapes
compares pirate ships in Annapolis, Baltimore.
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TITLE BASIC STORY SAMPLE GRAB GRADEWHAT YOU’LL LOVE

FOREVER NUTS: THE EARLY YEARS OF MUTT & JEFF — NBM 

“She would not think about it. Not the 

future beyond the next few days. As her 

parents had gradually ceased thinking 

about the future. Like animals they’d 

become, at the end.”

 — Rebecca tries to come to terms with 
her new role as wife and mother

It’s easy to identify with the main character’s 

struggles, and the elements of intrigue (secret 

identities, lost family histories) woven into the 

plot keep you engrossed.

In this novel by a former 

Air Force combat pilot, 

Cadet Brook Searcy navigates a tumultuous fi rst

year in the Air Force Academy, complete with a 

cheating scandal and the death of her friend.

The fi rst single, 

“I’m a Flirt 

(Remix),” might 

be the most perfect 

fi ve minutes of pop music you’ll 

hear this year.

We can’t print most of the 

lyrics, but in “The Zoo,” Kelly 

somehow manages to rhyme 

“rain forest” with “sexasaurus.”

With the disc clocking in at nearly 70 minutes, 

even Thompson’s breezier numbers feel long-

winded.

— C.R.

Some of the gags overstay 

their welcome, and parts of 

the strip didn’t age terribly 

well.

— Evan Narcisse

Without all the Shrek characters in it, this could 

be any generic platform-jumping video game.

— Christopher Healy

The famous fairy tale folks all 

look good, thanks to smooth 

animation.

Sadists will enjoy the improbably elaborate 

torture sequences, while masochists can ingest 

a host of deleted scenes and a 

director’s commentary.

This polished collection celebrates 

the centennial of “Mutt and Jeff,” Bud

Fisher’s classic turn-of-the-century 

comic strip about two down-on-their-

luck average 

Joes.

The British folk icon sounds off

on the Iraq war, setting a timely 

message to some rather timeless 

tunes.

It’s the same plot as the movie but with fewer

jokes and more punching.

The master of hyperbolic sex jams 

returns with another 

fantastic addition to 

his dirty-minded 

discography.

Double Up 
R. Kelly 

Jive 

$18.98

The Last Blue Mile 
By Kim Ponders 

HarperCollins 

$24.95

The prolifi c novelist 

imagines the story of 

Rebecca Schwart, a 

World War II-era German 

immigrant forced to 

struggle through life 

after a series of horrifi c 

personal setbacks.

The Gravedigger’s 
Daughter 
By Joyce Carol Oates

Ecco 

$26.95

The recurring gags, 

sharp pacing and sardonic wit

in Fisher’s work set the standard for every 

newspaper strip that would follow.

“Dawn patrol went 

out and didn’t come 

back / Hug the wire 

and pray like I told 

you, Mac / Or they’ll 

be shoveling bits of you 

into a sack”

 — “Dad’s Gonna Kill Me”

When he’s 

not on the 

soapbox, his more 

personal ballads deliver 

pangs of poignant 

melancholy and regret.

“What did I ever do to you?”

“Aside from eating my sister? Nothing.”

 — Hannibal prepares a dish best 
served cold

Several multiplayer mini-games 

— especially a chaotically fun 

castle-demolition challenge — 

outshine the main adventure.

Despite the thriller-like plot, this is 

a meditative, often profound and 

mercifully non-jingoistic illumination 

of a complex culture unfamiliar to 

most “civilians.”

After his beloved sister 

is murdered by Nazis, 

a young Hannibal Lecter 

(Gaspard Ulliel) 

develops a, er, 

taste for revenge.

D

C

B+

Explaining Hannibal’s pathology 

by making him a victim of Nazi 

persecution is grosser than any 

of his killings. And Ulliel’s Lecter is 

not nearly as magnetic as previous 

Lecters Anthony Hopkins and 

Brian Cox.

— Greg Zinman

Ponders crams the book with so many 

weighty ideas about honor, gender, religion, 

family and more that the characters sometimes 

buckle under the weight; that said, the last 

third simply soars.

— Adriana Leshko

The Virginia Tech tribute 

anthem “Rise Up” feels out 

of place. (It’s between the 

slow-burning “Sex Planet” 

and a track about picking 

up girls with R. Kelly ring 

tones.) — Chris Richards

Oates likes to take her time setting up charac-

ters, and this book is no exception: The fi rst 100 

or so pages feel like an overly drawn-out exercise 

in character development.

— Reviewed by Sara Cardace

“People could

vanish. Bin Laden

had done it. Lance Sijan, the

Vietnam War hero, had done 

it, too. It seemed to be an 

important lesson, though Brook

could not say exactly why.”

“You’re mistaken, Jeff, when 

you shoot for the left corner 

pocket and go in the right 

hand side pocket, it is what 

we call a raz-paz-as. . . . “ 

— Mutt, left, makes up rules to hustle 
Jeff, right, out of pool money

B-

Forever Nuts: 
The Early Years 
of Mutt & Jeff
Edited by Jeffrey 

Lindenblatt 

NBM 

$24.95

Hannibal 
Rising: 
Unrated
Not Rated

Weinstein Co.

$29.95

Sweet Warrior 
Richard Thompson 

Shout Factory 

$18.98

Shrek the Third 
PS2, Wii, 

Xbox 360  

Rated Everyone 10+

Activision 

$39.99-$49.99
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MediaMix A Quick Take on New Releases
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