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TITLE BASIC STORY SAMPLE GRAB GRADEWHAT YOU’LL LOVE

“But the job’s disappointment was probably 

sharp: women, so used to secrecy, undoubtedly 

took their mysteries to their graves.”

 — Nayir’s stumbling block on the case: 
limited access to women

The author, who has lived in Saudi Arabia, 

weaves a richly detailed tapestry 

of the country’s gender-

segregated and pious Muslim 

culture.

American-born Ferraris’s 

fi rst novel tracks 

Palestinian detective 

Nayir al-Sharqi as he 

investigates the murder of 

a 16-year-old girl from a 

wealthy Saudi family.

Finding Nouf
By Zoë Ferraris

Houghton Miffl in

$24

Looking for “Murder, She Wrote”? Try again. 

This literary mystery cuts back on suspense 

in favor of a slower, meatier read. 

— Reviewed by Alexis Burling

 B+

WHAT YOU WON’T

MediaMix A Quick Take on New Releases

JACK BLACK BY ABBOT GENSER  — NEW LINE CINEMA

A-

C+

C+

 A

C

B+

 B

“Only in retrospect can we appreciate the 

magnitude of the transformation of the idea of a 

supervising Watergate prosecutor into an 

in-house Get Nixon Squad.”

 — The author makes his primary case 

If you’re able slog through 

it, Shepard’s meticulously 

researched chronicle of the 

conniving by Republicans and 

Democrats alike is enough to 

make you swear off the political 

machine for good. 

A onetime Nixon staffer 

attempts to prove that bullying Kennedy 

family loyalists manipulated the Watergate 

scandal to the detriment of truth and the 

American way, and with an arrogant lack of 

regard for the law.

The Secret Plot to 
Make Ted Kennedy 
President
By Geoff Shepard

Sentinel

$27.95

The book’s unnecessary framing device, the 

Kennedy angle, feels a bit forced, especially 

considering that he didn’t run for president 

in the election after the scandal. It seems 

more likely that his cronies were simply 

angling to destroy the competition.

— Sara Cardace

“Those who are dead, aren’t dead / 

They’re just living in my head”

— “42,” another obtuse title 
on a record full of ’em

It feels like a cohesive beginning-to-end album, 

with a host of characters, scenes and moods. 

Singer Chris Martin has shed some of his 

unfortunate Dave Matthews-y tics.

For its fourth album, the 

big-selling lite-rock quartet

aims to put to rest the claim 

that it’s a U2 clone by, er, 

hiring Brian Eno, producer of 

U2’s most successful albums.

Viva La Vida or 
Death and All 
His Friends 
Coldplay

Capitol 

$18.98

This is a hook-free zone, but you already knew 

that. The band somehow manages to feel both 

demure and bombastic, more ’80s Pink Floyd 

than ’80s U2.

— Chris Klimek

“Well, I guess I fi nally realized the 

way that I went wrong / I buried 

things down deep inside that 

couldn’t stay there long”

 — “How Many Times,” 
the lone Tyminski-penned track

Tyminski’s rough-hewn vocals 

are strong, supple and warm. 

The 37-minute running time 

is the ideal bluegrass serving size.

The multiple-Grammy-winning “Man of Constant

Sorrow” (Tyminski was George 

Clooney’s singing voice in 

“O Brother, Where Art Thou?”) 

returns with his second solo 

effort.

Wheels 
Dan Tyminski 

Rounder

$17.98

If you’re allergic to bluegrass, this won’t convert 

you. But if you’re at all open, it just might. 

— C.K.

“Young lady, this isn’t a game. We could go to 

prison for this. Both of us, but I’d have the longer 

sentence. We’re not fooling around, okay?”

 — The exceedingly creepy Mr. Bebe (Vlad Ivanov) 
outlines the stakes to Gabita (Vasiliu)

Director Cristian Mungiu 

creates a profound sense 

of paranoia and dread

in his depiction of a 

police state where 

everyone is under 

suspicion. 

In the waning years of 

Ceausescu’s reign, a student 

(Anamaria Marinca) tries to 

help her roommate (Laura 

Vasiliu) obtain an illegal 

abortion in Romania.

4 Months, 
3 Weeks and 
2 Days
Not rated

Weinstein 

$24.95

As remarkable as the fi lm 

is, its brutal realism may 

have you thinking that this 

is one picture you’ll never sit 

through again.

— Greg Zinman

“Our past belongs to us. We can change it if we 

want to.”

 — Miss Falewicz (Mia Farrow)
defends the rights of 
Sweders everywhere

The remakes are all tinfoil-costume 

fun, and it’s hard to argue against

a celebration of DIY community 

fi lmmaking.

After becoming magnetized in a freak accident, 

Jerry (Jack Black, right) accidentally erases all 

of the tapes in Mike’s (Mos Def) decrepit Jersey 

video store. The two team up to replace 

the fi lms with homemade adaptations 

known as “Sweded” versions.

Be Kind Rewind
Rated PG-13

New Line

$27.98

Director Michel Gondry’s 

cake is all frosting here, 

and viewers are likely to 

OD on the sweetness and 

light. The lack of bonus 

materials doesn’t help.

— G.Z.

The new Ninja Cinema 

feature lets players record 

and share their most epic 

showdowns and brutal kills 

via the Xbox Live service.

Returning home to fi nd his village in 

shambles, ninja Ryu Hayabusa battles to 

avenge his family and friends by taking down 

the Black Spider Clan and the demons they’re 

trying to resurrect.

Ninja Gaiden II
Rated Mature 

PlayStation 3, 

Xbox 360

Tecmo

$59.99

The laughable story and 

voice acting don’t provide 

insight or motivation, 

though they don’t impede 

enjoyment as much as 

the wonky camera. 

— Evan Narcisse

The game requires players 

to have ultra-fast refl exes 

(pressing buttons at just 

the right times), 

creating a good 

representation of the 

lightning-quick pace of the movies.

Help the amnesiac 

super-spy fi ll in the gaps 

with this fl ashback tale 

that takes place before 

and during the fi rst fi lm 

of the Bourne trilogy.

For someone engineered to be a 

crack shot, this Bourne is pretty 

lousy with a gun (and looks 

nothing like Matt Damon).

— Christopher Healy

With scads of gore and dismem-

bered enemy limbs fl ying about, 

this sequel is a welcome 

return to the lurid pulpiness 

of the Ninja Gaiden series.

Robert Ludlum’s The 
Bourne Conspiracy
Rated Teen 

Vivendi 

PlayStation 3, 

Xbox 360

$59.99 »

»

»

»

»

»

»

The hand-to-hand combat is fl at-out awesome. 

Computer keyboards, chairs — if Bourne can 

reach it, he can kill someone with it.

»
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About 250,000 people listened to Mahalia Jackson sing at the

Lincoln Memorial during the 1963 March on Washington.

The D.C. area’s first FM gospel station, Praise 104.1,
has been operating for more than a year.

Metropolitan Baptist Church originatedin Quaker Civil War barracks in 1864.

Gladys Knight and Ron Winans (a member of the

Winans gospel quartet who died in 2005) chose

the D.C. area to set up Gladys Knight and Ron

Winans’ Chicken and Waffles, the chain’s

first restaurant outside Georgia.

Start
here

Driver’s
route

Lincoln Theatre incorporates ornate 1920s style and
boasts a proscenium arch that dramatically frames its stage.

Every October, Cramton Auditorium hosts a gospel show
as part of Howard University’s homecoming festivities.

Omega Recording Studios in Rockville has been instrumental
in helping such gospel singers as Byron Cage, Wintley Phipps,
Shirley Caesar, and Bebe and CeCe Winans expand their reach.

The Andrew Rankin Memorial Chapel’s three
choirs perform a range of sacred music and have
recorded and performed internationally.

D.C. residents used to come to the
old Howard Theatre just to watch
the singers enter the building.
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RoadTrip Raise Your Hands for a Gospel Tour of Washington

black singers lit up the U Street area, then known as “Black Broadway.” As gos-
pel moved out of churches, the musicians were limited to venues that admitted
African Americans. Two of note: Lincoln Theatre and the old Howard Theatre,
which welcomed such gospel greats as Sister Rosetta Tharpe, Aretha Franklin
and Della Reese.

Gospel is not only for church, but the listening experience is often amplified
when heard in a house of worship. Several area churches, including Metropolitan
Baptist, invite the public to come feel the soulful energy.

— Jada Bradley
Grammy Salute to Gospel Music: Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. Lincoln Theatre, 1215 U St. NW.
$25-$50. For tickets, call 310-314-8281 or e-mail ticketing@grammy.com. 

Road Trip maps are available at www.washingtonpost.com/
roadtrip, as are addresses and hours of operation. (Be sure to check

before you go.) Have an idea for a trip? E-mail roadtrip@washpost.com.
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WEDNESDAY IN STYLE Escapes visits a rural retreat featuring 
classical music and gourmet food in Warm Springs, Va.

WHERE: The District and Maryland.

WHY: Gospel and the Grammys, soul-stirring music and a theater reborn.

HOW FAR: About 45 miles.

Gospel will be in its glory Wednesday when the Grammy Salute to Gospel
Music takes center stage at Washington’s legendary Lincoln Theatre. The
show will honor Edwin and Walter Hawkins and the Winans — artists
from two of gospel’s leading families — as well as Christian contemporary

songbird Sandi Patty. Richard Smallwood, a Howard University alum and artist-in-
residence at Metropolitan Baptist Church in the District, also will perform.

During the World War II era, gospel music associated with black churches was in-
tertwined with blues, early R&B and rock-and-roll. Many R&B singers got their
start in church, and the genres traded influences. In pre-desegregation Washington,
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