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Jed Jaffe and his sons, Dylan and Logan, serve up
a classic summer treat at Jed’s Shaved Ice.

Bladensburg was once a thriving port

where cargo was delivered by boat

and train. Pretend you’re a railman

on the caboose next to the docks at

Bladensburg Waterfront Park.

The highlight of WatkinsRegional Park is thebeautifully restored
Chesapeake Carousel, whichspun in Chesapeake Beachfrom 1930 to 1972.

Jenna Marie Warren of Rockville takesa lesson at Rock Creek Park HorseCenter, which offers both Westernand English riding instruction.

Be a star like Anna Frazier

of Annapolis. At the

Chesapeake Children’s

Museum, you can dress

up — and ham it up —

on the museum’s stage.

Driver’s route

Start here

At Toys Unique,

there’s hardly room

to walk through the

sea of wooden trains,

science kits and

other playthings.

Kids are the stars

of Imagination
Stage's productions.

Say hello to the talkative

African grey parrot at the

Bethesda Pet Shoppe.

Catch up on the adventures

of the X-Men, Spider-Man,

Batman and dozens of other

superheroes at Fantom Comics.

Go karts! Show those grown-ups

who the better driver is at

Skelterama Go-Kart Track.

At Friendly’s, the kid’s menu

includes burgers, mac and

cheese, grilled cheese with fries

and, of course, ice cream sundaes.
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As you drive toward Annapolis on
Route 214, resist the temptation of Six
Flags America and continue on to a
much, much smaller venue: the Chesa-
peake Children’s Museum. The quaint fa-
cility features a seven-foot replica of the
human body with not-so-quaint details
(prepare for a gut check — literally).
Wanna be an astronaut? The NASA ex-
hibit will show you the tools needed to
get on the road to outerspace. Afraid of
the dentist? Don’t be. Take a seat in an ac-
tual dentist’s chair and play the patient or
the dentist. The museum holds a drum
circle on the third Sunday of each month
at 5 p.m.; bring your drum or any other
percussive instrument and play along.
And everyone loves climbing aboard the
10-foot boat at the dock inside the muse-
um: Put on a life jacket, pretend you’re
catching crabs and, of course, rock the
boat. (C’mon — even the grown-ups do
it!) — Matthew Graham

Road Trip maps are available online at www.
washingtonpost.com/roadtrip, as are address-
es and hours of operation (be sure to check
before you go). Have an idea for a trip? E-
mail roadtrip@washpost.com.

books about the tiny people hiding in
your home who supposedly have all those
things you can’t find (nail clippers, a left
sock or two, pennies) — has mostly
morning shows and is generally geared to
the 4 and older set. 

In the District, Rock Creek Park is a
must. At the Horse Center, adults and
children can take a trail ride (12 and old-
er; reservations required). Younger ones
can go on pony rides, take lessons or even
attend equestrian camps. Don’t forget to
bring some carrots to feed the horses.
Next door at the Nature Center, check
out a hive of bees at work (safely behind a
window) or attend a free class in the plan-
etarium on the night sky Saturdays and
Sundays at 4 p.m. (7 and older) or Sun-
days at 1 p.m. (4 and older).

Another wondrous place is Watkins
Regional Park. This 850-plus-acre recre-
ational area includes a nature center with
owls, hawks, reptiles and amphibians.
Miles and miles of hiking and biking
trails can be found, plus 34 campsites,
tennis courts, mini golf and fields for soc-
cer, football, baseball and softball. Hop
aboard the miniature train, or stroll
through the park’s Old Maryland Farm to
take a hay ride and pet the livestock.

WHERE: Annapolis. 

WHY: Riding a pony, racing a go-kart,
playing on a choo-choo and just being a
kid. 

HOW FAR: About 65 miles and 90 min-
utes without stops from Potomac.

T hese days, being a parent is in
many ways being a chauffeur
. . . driving kids to soccer and
swimming, piano lessons and
parties. Why not ditch the rou-

tine and take a drive just for the fun of it? 
First, let the kids indulge their sweet

tooth with a shaved ice coated with cher-
ry, watermelon, blueberry or more than a
dozen other flavors (tiger’s blood?!) at
Jed’s Shaved Ice in Potomac. Make the
Nerf basketball shot, and your syrup-
laden slushy is on the house. 

Down the road in Bethesda, Imagina-
tion Stage offers classes in acting, dance
and other theater arts for youths. “The
Borrowers” — based on Mary Norton’s
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S ummer’s soggiest days
may be behind us, but

ants are still on the march.
When these persistent
pests seek higher, drier
ground in your home, try
these nontoxic, DIY tips
for keeping them at bay. 

1. Wipe down surfaces.
Cleaning countertops and
tabletops with a one-to-
one mix of white vinegar
and water is usually effec-
tive.

2. Load up on lemons.
Spray a mix of lemon juice
and water along window-
sills and doorways to keep
ants from entering your
home.

3. Try herbs and spices.
Ants hate chili powder,
cayenne pepper, dried pep-
permint, cinnamon, papri-
ka and bay leaves. Sprin-
kle some in their path, and
put bay leaves in your cup-
boards.

4. Feed the plants, repel
the ants. After your morn-
ing cup of joe, mix the
used coffee grounds into
the soil of your house-
plants and front hedge
(gardeners often use cof-
fee grounds for their nu-
trients, too). It both fer-
tilizes soil and repels
ants.

5. Safeguard your
pet’s bowl. Smear
some petroleum jel-
ly around the base
of Fido’s dish to
keep his kibble
ant-free. Unless
Fido is an ant-
eater — another
solution in and
of itself. 

— Chris
Richards
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Ear Studs $99999
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one day only trunk shows

moissanite

Moissanite is an incredible near-colorless jewel 
with nearly two-and-a-half times more fire than
diamond and it delivers quality, beauty and value like
no other gemstone.

BORN FROM THE STARS

Discovered by French Nobel Prize winner, 
Dr. Henri Moissan, Moissanite can trace its origins to
particles derived from meteors fallen from space.
Moissanite, also known as silicon carbide, is a
naturally occurring mineral found in limited
quantities. Only recently, through the power of
advanced technology at the house of Charles &
Colvard, is this gift from the stars available to you.  

IN A CATEGORY OF ITS OWN

The visual characteristics of Charles & Colvard
created Moissanite make it a unique jewelry
category. High dispersion (“fire”) and refractive
index (“brilliance”) give moissanite more dazzling
sparkle than any other gem, including diamond, yet
it’s priced at only a fraction of the cost.

STANDS THE TEST OF TIME

Harder than sapphire and second only to diamond,
moissanite is durable and tough. Moissanite is
extremely resistant to scratching, abrasion and
chipping. Charles & Colvard created Moissanite
comes with a Limited Lifetime Warranty that ensures
it will never change color, fade or lose its brilliance
or fire. Plus every gorgeous jewel comes with a
Charles & Colvard Certificate of Authenticity.

THE ULTIMATE REWARD

Charles & Colvard created Moissanite offers the
value and quality today’s women demand – in the
big, bold looks they crave. By delivering maximum
beauty at minimum cost, without the emotional and
traditional associations of diamond, women feel
comfortable choosing moissanite as the perfect
reward for important personal and professional
achievements. The undeniably potent combination
of quality plus value makes moissanite the definitive
choice in affordable luxury.

MOISSANITE,
the hottest new jewel in the fashion world.

© 2006 Charles & Colvard, Ltd.  All Rights Reserved. NASDAQ: CTHR
660.450-071206

* diamond equivalent weight 

discover the big, bold, sizzling sparkle
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Three Stone Ring $1,599
14 kt White Gold, 2.5 Carat TW*

Monday, July 24
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
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St. Charles Towne Center
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Saturday, July 29
11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Fair Oaks
571.432.0244
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