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“Fortunately, it seems that the American people 

. . . have wised up. After having the crap kicked 

out of the country for eight years by a dry drunk 

at the wheel, the last thing anyone wants is 

someone who can drink them under the table.”

 — Moore tackles the “Who would you
 rather have a beer with?” question

Moore’s prickly one-liners about Republicans

and Democrats alike are predictably hilarious, 

and the (admittedly dry) guide to up-for-grabs 

congressional seats should be required reading 

for politics junkies.

Mike’s Election 
Guide 2008
By Michael Moore

Grand Central

$13.99

Sometimes Moore’s irate intellect takes him to 

less relevant places. Does he really think our next 

president is going to criminalize high-fructose 

corn syrup, obesity-causing though it might be?

— Reviewed by Sara Cardace

WHAT YOU WON’T

MediaMix A Quick Take on New Releases

SHWAYZE BY CHARLEY GALLAY — GETTY IMAGES

C+

C+

 B+

C

B-

 C+

Set against a contemporary 

backdrop of glittering cocktail 

parties and seedy stripper 

joints, this novel follows a London-based 

psychoanalyst hiding a dark secret.

Something 
to Tell You
By Hanif Kureishi

Scribner 

$26

A glut of larger-than-life 

characters engage in the 

narrative equivalent of 

scenery-chomping, full of 

sound and fury but ultimately 

strangely unaffecting.

 — Adriana Leshko

“And what can you do 

with a girl / If she 

refuses to be 

alive?”

 — “Your Only 
Doll (Dora)”

“Alas” is a lovely, achingly real folk offering 

that hints at greater works to come; it’s 

vulnerable and awkward and raw. 

Alas I Cannot Swim
Laura Marling 

Astralwerks

$12.98 

“Grinnin’ like 

I’m guilty / But I 

don’t know what 

happened” 

— “Polaroid”

It’s a winking, rollicking, small-

children-frightening ode to sex, 

partying and pot smoking that 

ably mixes hip-hop and alt-pop.

Shwayze, Malibu’s most famous rapper, 

collaborates with his starlet-dating, 

charisma-challenged friend Cisco Adler on a 

debut disc. Naturally, an MTV reality show, 

“Buzzin’,” captures the whole thing. 

Shwayze
Shwayze

Geffen

$13.98

You don’t have to be Gloria Steinem to be 

gobsmacked by the disc’s toxic levels of stupidity 

and casual misogyny. 

 — A.S.

“You were with her

at night. Being with 

someone at night is 

different than being with

them during the day.” 

 — Matriarch Maggie 
on her son’s summer fl ing

Shaw layers elliptical 

metaphors, blueprints and 

awkward comic timing to 

frame the family members’ 

clumsy, manic attempts 

to understand emotions 

they seem barely in touch with.

Dexter: 
The Second 
Season
Not rated

Showtime

$39.98

The series thinks its trumped-up moral 

conundrums and double-entendres are devilishly 

clever, but they’re really more redolent of deviled 

ham. Plus there’s Hall’s alarmingly

high evil-smirk-per-minute rate. 

 — Greg Zinman

“Now listen, people, this is a street fi ght for the 

president of the United States. I’m told they have 

a well-oiled operation just waitin’ to clobber us. 

It ain’t going to get more political than this.” 

— James Baker (Tom Wilkinson) tells Bush’s
 legal team how it’s going to go down

This fi lm takes us back to the hanging chads, 

hand recounts and legal maneuverings of the 

2000 presidential election, as seen through the 

eyes of Al Gore’s former chief of staff Ron Klain 

(Kevin Spacey).

Recount
Not rated

HBO

$19.98

Lame expository dialogue carries 

the day, and the fi lmmakers’ 

attempts to ratchet up the drama 

make serious matters 

unintentionally laughable. 

 — G.Z.

The stretch-grab-and-release technique 

of movement offers a new way to work 

your brain while playing.

There’s a loose plot about peaceful green blob 

people under attack, but this game is really 

about maze navigation, with players moving the 

globby hero by stretching his four elastic arms 

from one anchor point to the next.

One gets the impression that the developers think 

Slimy is a whole lot cuter than he actually is.

 — Christopher Healy

Laura Dern mesmerizes with her 

supremely whacked-out turn as then-

Florida Secretary of State Katherine 

Harris, and the bizarre twists of the 

post-election saga still manage to 

surprise, amuse and embitter.

Mister Slime
Nintendo DS

Rated Everyone

South Peak

$19.99

»

As the game goes on, Mister

Slime, a.k.a. Slimy, will pick 

up special powers (necessary 

for getting past some tricky 

spots), which you can activate

by drawing a corresponding 

shape on the touch screen. 

The outspoken fi lmmaker (and 

gadfl y to conservatives and big 

business worldwide) condenses 

his thoughts on the upcoming 

election into a book about the 

state of the nation.

Everyone’s favorite forensic 

scientist and serial killer 

(Michael C. Hall) returns, with 

the police hot on his trail, his 

relationship under serious 

strain and many tough 

decisions to be made.

Marling is one of those 

solemn-voiced young women who sing 

about death a lot. That can be depressing. 

— Allison Stewart

»

»

»

Like a literary seismographer, Kureishi is 

at his best when tracking such societal 

tremors as the rise of teen thuggery and 

the ceding of high culture to reality TV.

 “Murdering someone is no way to get rid of 

them. Speaking from experience for once, I’d say 

it’s a guarantee of their repeated return.”

 — The central character’s 
essential quandary

The 18-year-old British 

singer-songwriter is more 

than just the latest in a long 

line of Feist-alikes, though 

she’s that, too. Her debut 

recalls such classic British

folkies as Sandy Denny. 

No epiphanies lurk 

between the pages, and 

Shaw’s languid pacing 

might annoy readers 

expecting a bold statement 

from such a big book. 

 — Evan Narcisse

“So much for threatening Doakes. He won’t back 

off till he exposes the twisted branches of my 

family tree. From my father’s indiscretions, to my 

murderous brother, to the root of all evil: me.”

 — Dex adds a little self-aggrandizement
 to his lousy metaphor 

Bottomless 
Belly Button
By Dash Shaw

Fantagraphics

$29.99

This 720-page graphic novel focuses on a week 

in the life of three generations of the Loony 

family following an announcement by the clan’s 

oldest couple that they’re divorcing after 40 

years of marriage.

»

»

»

»

 B-

 A-

If you can get over the fact that the plotting is 

ludicrous, the premise ridiculous and the blood-

splattering relentless, you can sit back and enjoy 

Dex trying to cleave his way past the law. 
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27
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808

The Mount Airy Volunteer Fire Company has
a one-room museum in its firehouse, plus friendly
firefighters who welcome visitors and questions.

Mount Airy’s downtown commercial district is rebuilding
after a fire in the fall.

Delicious nonfat lattes are just one reason to hunker

down at the Vintage Coffee House. Live music

Saturday nights and free WiFi are two more.

Sit and knit with the Knittin’ Chicks every Thursday

evening. Participants often order meatloaf, the Thursday

special at the Olde Town Restaurant down the street.

Start
here

Driver’s
route

Ride the tiny rails at the Train Depot, which offers

a selection of train models in various gauges.

Have holes in your jeans or a quilt project in your future? Sort

through thousands of fabric bolts at Patches Quilting and Sewing.

The Candy Bar is a wonderland

of nostalgic treats (Chuckles,

Sugar Daddy, Sky Bar).

Retro-Metro can turn a ho-hum home into

a hipster pad with such household goods as

the Moo Mixer, a chocolate-milk maker.

Déjà Vu stocks outfits for nearly

every occasion, from formal dresses

and hats to hoodies and surf wear.

At the Historical Society of Mount Airy Museum,

photographs, newspapers, books and an old Future Farmers

of America jacket piece together the town’s history.

The Olde Town Restaurant, newly renovated after last

year’s fire, puts a twist on a classic snack: A soft pretzel

is topped with crab meat and melted cheddar cheese.

At the Mount Airy Carnival Grounds, try the volunteer firefighters’

monthly Big Country Breakfasts, where $7 buys all-you-can-eat

pancakes, biscuits, sausage, hot apples, potatoes and drinks.
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Mount Airy

RoadTrip Small-Town Charm in Resilient Mount Airy

WHERE: Mount Airy, Md.

WHY: Knitting in a circle, breakfast with firefighters and
sugar love. 

HOW FAR: About two miles from start to finish, and
about 60 miles from Washington.

Mount Airy, Md., is rising from the ashes yet
again. The 114-year-old town has had its
share of fires through the years, including
those that nearly destroyed the town in 1903,

1914 and 1925. The most recent inferno occurred last
year over Labor Day weekend, burning several historic
buildings on Main Street and knocking out about a third
of the downtown commercial district. 

“It nearly decimated the town,” says Dalia Schulman,
past president of the Mount Airy Main Street Associa-
tion. 

Thanks to local fundraising efforts and speedy con-
struction, the Carroll County town is on a rebuilding
streak. The damaged shops, for example, were temporar-
ily relocated but will move into their new homes by Octo-
ber. At the same time, au courant stores are popping up
along Main Street, a nod in part to the growing number
of high-end homes in the surrounding counties.

Neither the fire nor the trendy makeover has
squelched the community’s old-fashioned spirit. The vol-
unteer firefighters continue to serve monthly breakfasts,
the sweets shop still makes everyone feel like a kid again,
and store owners treat visitors like family.

“It’s a step back to a quieter time,” Mayor Frank John-
son says. “At times, it’s been compared to Mayberry.”

— Melanie D.G. Kaplan

Road Trip maps are available at www.
washingtonpost.com/roadtrip, as are addresses

and hours of operation. (Be sure to check before you
go.) Have an idea for a trip? E-mail roadtrip@
washpost.com.
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WEDNESDAY IN STYLE Escapes goes to Harrisburg,
Pa., where there’s new life after dark.

MAP BY JEROME COOKSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST; PHOTOS BY MELANIE D.G. KAPLAN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST


