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MediaMix A Quick Take on New Releases

B
O

O
K

American
Wife
By Curtis
Sittenfeld
Random
House
$26

The best-selling author of 2005’s “Prep”
returns with an ambitious fictionalized
history of America’s reigning first lady,
here known as “Alice Warren” to
President Bush’s “Charlie Blackwell.”

“To go from being a Democrat to a Republican, or
at least to pretend, through smiling obfuscation,
that I had — this was a small price to pay for the
water washing back over me, allowing me to
breathe.”

— Our heroine falls in love

Sittenfeld installs herself deep within the psyche
of the tight-lipped wife of the president and
emerges with an evenhanded, compassionate
look at her mind and heart.

Liberals and conservatives alike might chafe at
the directions the book’s powerfully intimate
treatment takes them with regard to their views

on Bush — not necessarily a bad thing for
either side.

— Reviewed by Sara Cardace
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Start here

Join the queue at La Michoacana,

which serves 55 flavors of artisanal ice

cream, including corn with cinnamon 

powder. During the festival, stretch 

your palate with mushroom ice cream.

Phillips Mushroom Farms, the largest specialty 

grower in the country, offers an on-site store stocked 

with fresh portobellos, creminis and shiitakes.

Artworks exhibits a medley of locally made art in its

three-level gallery, including mushroom-inspired pieces.

Some foodies wait up to a year to taste the mushroom masterpieces of 

chef Bryan Sikora, which are served at private, reservations-only dinners 

at Talula’s Table. For smaller appetites, drop into the business’s market 

at lunchtime for pastries and other simple fare.

Wash down a wild-game sloppy Joe with a Pennsylvania 

microbrew from Half Moon Restaurant & Saloon.

Sample fried local fungi in a spicy cheese sauce at

the Tavern at Kennett Square Inn, which has a 

cozy bar that hosts live rock music every Monday 

night and on the first Friday of each month.

The Paper Market specializes in one-of-a-kind handmade paper 

products, including mushroom-themed stationery and greeting cards.

The Mushroom Cap features a small

mushroom museum and  gift shop. Check out

the cooler in back for a variety of fresh fungi.

Portabello’s serves a large portobello mushroom stuffed with 

tomatoes and pesto and topped with melted mozzarella — a favorite 

at the new family-style Italian eatery.

Accessorize with earthy bling from Bove 
Jewelers, which crafts diamond-encrusted 

mushroom signet rings.

Discover mushrooms in their natural habitat at Anson 
B. Nixon Park, a 106-acre recreational space with 

walking trails, volleyball courts, an 18-hole disk golf 

course and an outdoor entertainment pavilion.
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RoadTrip

WHERE: Kennett Square, Pa.

WHY: Fungi festival, top chefs and a
mushroom museum.

HOW FAR: About three miles from start
to finish, and about 110 miles from Wash-
ington.

K ennett Square bills itself as the
mushroom capital of the world,
and you don’t have to be a mycol-
ogist to understand why. Culti-

vation around this little town in southern
Chester County, Pa., accounts for 51 per-
cent of all U.S. mushroom production, in-
cluding such stir-fry, salad and sandwich
varieties as creminis, portobellos, shii-
takes, oysters and royal trumpets.

Mushroom farming began here in the
late 1800s, when growers of roses and
carnations began planting the edible fun-
gi in their greenhouses to utilize other-
wise fallow space. Mushrooms are grown
indoors in vast climate-controlled ware-
houses and are the state’s No. 1 cash
crop, with nearly 500 million pounds pro-
duced each year.

Any day is a good day for mushroom-
ing (the crop is harvested in all four sea-
sons), but Kennett Square really trots out
its beloved ’shrooms during the Mush-

room Festival, now in its 23rd year. About
100,000 visitors are expected to turn out
for two days of fungus-themed fun. A
Mushroom Parade will start things off
Saturday at 10 a.m., while more than 160
vendors, most selling mushroom-related
foods and goods, set up booths for an
open market that takes over the town. In
addition, attendees can bob for mush-
rooms (plunge and pluck fast; you get
only one minute), watch cooking demon-
strations and hop on a bus for a farm tour. 

On Sept. 7, area growers will compete
for bragging rights during the mushroom
judging contest. The winners will be
available for purchase and subsequent
consumption.

— Ben Chapman
Mushroom Festival: Saturday, 10 a.m.-7 p.m.;
Sept. 7, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Various locations in
Kennett Square. For a schedule and information,
call 888-440-9920 or visit www.
mushroomfestival.org. $2, age 11 and younger
free. Mushroom farm tours are $5.

Road Trip maps are available at
www.washingtonpost.com/

roadtrip, as are addresses and hours of
operation. (Be sure to check before you
go.) Have an idea for a trip? E-mail
roadtrip@washpost.com.

MAP BY MARY KATE CANNISTRA — THE WASHINGTON POST; PHOTOS BY BEN CHAPMAN FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

It’s Mushroom Mania in Pennsylvania
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The story’s emotional crescendo, the
revelation of a Carrier family secret
brought over from Old England, doesn’t
quite come off.

— Adriana Leshko
B-

Both timeless (let’s just say the
rampant paranoia and torturous prison
conditions ring a bell) and firmly rooted
in historical context, the novel breathes
fresh life into a familiar narrative.

“A daughter drying herbs upon a corn crib was
suspect. A niece marking a thumb print on an
unbaked loaf was conjuring. The welcoming wife
parting the sheets on the marriage bed was a
succubus, draining the life’s blood from her
husband’s body.”

— Collective delusion is the order of the day

In this historical fiction debut, Sarah Carrier
narrates the tale of her mother, Martha, one of the
first hanged witches of Salem and an ancestor of
the author.

The Heretic’s
Daughter 
By Kathleen Kent
Little, Brown 
$24.99
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The Block
New Kids 
on the Block
Interscope
$13.98

B-
The melding of boy band time-capsule pop and
contemporary club beats frequently feels
unnatural. And the disc’s nominally racy “This
one’s for the ladies”-type moments (“Sexify My
Love”) just feel wrong.

— Allison Stewart

The New Kids aggressively update their
trademark poppy, perky, harmony-heavy
sound with such ’08 flourishes as guest
raps, dance-floor beats and hip-pop on
this well-done offering. 

“Gotta know if you’re mad at
me / Before ‘Grey’s Anatomy’
/ ’Cause we could drag this
out all night”

— “2 in the Morning”

Fourteen years after its last studio release,
one of the leading lights of the late-’80s
boy band invasion returns for a
star-studded (Ne-Yo, the Pussycat Dolls,
Timbaland) reunion disc.

B

Jeezy’s never been anyone’s idea of a
great lyricist, but the disc’s tales of
everyday struggle are the best thing
he’s done. And his sample-and-horn-
happy examination of contemporary
fiscal policy, “Circulate,” is simply
amazing.

“Mr. Black President / Yeah,
Obama for real / They gotta put
your face on the 5,000-dollar
bill”

— “My President”

The Southern MC’s third major
studio disc is a characteristically
dark almost-concept-album
about politics and poverty. 

The Recession
Young Jeezy
Def Jam
$13.98 
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The Office: 
Season Four
Not rated
Universal
$49.98

A-Squeamish fans might prefer their humor laced
with a little less crushing embarrassment. 

— Greg Zinman

The show manages to keep Jim and Pam’s
workplace romance realistic, and fans will
appreciate the reams of genuinely funny deleted
scenes and extended episodes. 

“Mmm. It’s got sort of an oaky
afterbirth.”
— Michael (Steve Carell, left) does a

little wine tasting at the world’s
worst dinner party

NBC’s Dunder Mifflin paper gang
returns for more uncomfortable
laughter, as Michael runs over
one of his employees, Dwight and
Angela split up over a kitty
catastrophe and Toby bids an
awkward goodbye.
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The Promotion
Rated R
Weinstein
$19.98

B-
Jenna Fischer and Lili Taylor are sorely
underutilized as the competing guys’
long-suffering better halves. The film never quite
finds a comfortable comedy tone. 

— G.Z.

You’ll have to laugh at Reilly’s
character during an interview
when he attempts to claim
ignorance of a second meaning
of “cutting the cheese”
because he’s Canadian.

“I wonder if anyone else here got slapped in the
eyes over a graham cracker snack. Probably
not. I’m going to try and forget about that
particular incident, via some beers.”

— Doug (Scott) decides 
on drinking to distraction 

Two assistant managers at a Chicago grocery
store (Seann William Scott and John C. Reilly) vie
for the top spot at a new branch.
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Bionic Commando
Rearmed
PC, PlayStation 3,
Xbox 360 
Rated Mature
Capcom
$10-$15

B+
The remake is as hard as the original, with
daunting swings that need to be perfectly timed
and a scant number of lives that the advanced
enemy AI will quickly whittle down.

— Evan Narcisse

Along with such well-executed upgrades as
two-player co-op and multi-player melees,
Rearmed improves on the original with smooth
animation and snarky dialogue.

The all-new Challenge Rooms,
simulation stages that test
traversal techniques, will give
any platformer fanatic a run for
his money as players try to get
Spencer from point A to point B
as quickly as possible.

With a cybernetic grapple arm and an
explosive arsenal, Capt. Nathan “R.A.D.”
Spencer must rescue fellow soldier Super
Joe from the evil Imperial forces in this
updated, downloadable version of the
side-scrolling 1988 classic.
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Harvest Moon:
Island of Happiness
Nintendo DS 
Rated Everyone
Natsume
$29.99

C

The series is still plagued by annoyingly
archaic attitudes toward women, as
when one islander complains that his
sister speaks her mind too much: “Why
can’t she act like a girl?”

— Christopher Healy

Using stylus-on-touch-screen
controls to carry out your chores
means a lot more precision and
less time wasted by accidentally
watering rocks.

Despite the new venue, it plays very much like the
Harvest Moon games of old. One big change: You
can grow mushrooms!

This long-running series of farming games
makes a welcome locale change: After getting
shipwrecked on an island, you start a ranch
and attract newcomers with fresh produce.

STEVE CARELL BY JUSTIN LUBIN — NBC UNIVERSAL 
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Complaining about pervasive
poverty on one track and rapping
about his Lamborghini on the next
makes for some uncomfortable (and
unintentionally ironic) moments.

— A.S.


