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BY MARY KATE CANNISTRA —THE WASHINGTON POST

In Ellanor C. Lawrence
Park, peer at the visitor

center’s 200-year-old

Walner face keystone.

At Alibi Catering,
order some home-

style Euro fare and

grab a picnic table.

Calling Earl Grey: The Cup
and Crumb hosts tea parties

featuring scones, cheesecake

brownies and lemon bars.

The six-month-old Shenandoah
Fine Chocolates stocks Garber’s

ice cream, gourmet nuts and lots

of the super-rich melty stuff.The rustic Spring House
Tavern, with fireplaces all

around, feels like the Old West

come to the Shenandoah. (Tip:

Try the Reese’s Peanut Butter pie!)

The Watchful Tiger, a funky

boutique, has a funny motto to

boot: “Fine and fanciful fashions

for the feminine fizzeek.”

Is it too early for the Christmas

spirit? Keep your eyes peeled

for tons of pine trees.

At Pap’s Pastimes, pick

up archery equipment,

muzzle loaders, ammo and

fishing gear.

The elegant Orkney
Springs Hotel, built in

the 1870s, is listed in

the National Register of

Historic Places.

Hurtle down a steep, grassy

slope on a mountain board or

grass skis at Bryce Resort.

Driver’s route

Start here
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ROADTRIP Grass Skiing at Bryce Resort

WHERE: Basye, Va.

WHY: Afternoon tea, chocoholic heaven and the chance to zoom down a grassy mountain.

HOW FAR: About 100 miles, or just under two hours from Chantilly.

Skiing calls for snow, right? Wrong: This October, those who can’t wait to get their wintry thrills can
strap on gear customized for whooshing down the mountain in dry season. At Bryce Resort in Basye, 64-
year-old Horst Locher, who’s been the ski instructor there since 1966, shows daredevils how to get the
most out of the slopes by teaching the adrenaline-pumping sport of grass skiing. A $27 beginner’s pack-
age gets you a lift ticket, protective gear, a half-hour of instruction and, of course, your mini-skis—three
feet long, or about half the regular size, and inline-wheeled to keep you sliding on the grass. For the same
price, snowboarding types can learn to manipulate a skateboard-like contraption, wheels and all. 

One thing to keep in mind: As fun as it is to get up on those skis, it’s a lot less fun to fall down. With no
snow to break your fall, you’re likely to go home with a few bruises and bumps. But that’s never stopped a
true adventurer, right?

Start your trip at Chantilly’s Ellanor C. Lawrence Park, where you can sip a morning coffee in the
quaint gazebo or gaze upon the sparkling pond nearby. In Strasburg, the relatively new Shenandoah Fine
Chocolates offers 130 kinds of the mouthwatering sweets, plus 18 varieties of fudge (including pumpkin
pecan roll and cookies and crème). Gals can get a jump on fall shopping in Edinburg, where the Watchful
Tiger invites customers to pounce on whimsical jewelry, funky outerwear and other duds in specialty siz-
es (petite to plus-size!). And to feed your great-outdoors fixation, you can gear up down the road at Pap’s
Pastimes, Outdoor Sports & Gifts, a family-run shop (in a house dating to 1906) that sells hunting gear
and fishing supplies. 

Bryce Resort offers grass skiing and mountain boarding Sundays in October (beginning Oct. 10)
from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Mandatory check-in for first-timers is 12:45 p.m. 800-821-1444. www.bryceresort.
com. — Michele Capots

Road Trip maps are available at www.washingtonpost.com/roadtrip. Have a trip idea? E-mail roadtrip@washpost.com.
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Normally, I hate it when new, 
modern buildings go up next to

old ones, but I love the
architecture of the Smithsonian

Museum of the American Indian.
It’s really funky. 

The actor stars with girlfriend
Charlize Theron in “Head in the

Clouds,” in theaters now.
— Reported by Yawandale Birchett

BY ANDREW WALLACE—REUTERS

LocalFave STUART TOWNSEND

*
The squirrel has liberated himself, and now he sits

on his haunches, gazing at me through the windshield.
There’s some powdered glass in his fur, but he’s still got
a sporting chance in this world.

“Squirrels are brown.” Floyd folds his arms.
There’s a cornfield behind him, and fog over the corn-
field, and the sun’s coming up.

“Well,” says Roger, “this one’s white.”
The squirrel regards me. Other than the glinting

powdered glass, his coat is free of blood or trauma, and
his eyes are voids, black holes, like he could go on the
news tonight, or home to his wife, or straight to hell, he
doesn’t care.

How far’d you fall? I wonder.
— David Schickler’s “Sweet and Vicious” (Dial Press)

Author David Schickler
reads from his debut
novel, “Sweet and
Vicious,” at an exclu-
sive, Inside Source-
only reading Tuesday,
Sept. 28, at 5:30 p.m.

Please join us! For all
the details, simply
sign up to become a
member of the Sunday
Source’s reader com-
munity at www.
washingtonpost.com/
insidesource. And if
you’re already a mem-
ber, just visit the Web
site and RSVP. We’ll
see you soon.
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