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Wilderness abounds in  North BranchStream Valley.

The congregation at Shady GrovePresbyterian Church sings everySunday at 10:45 a.m.

Enjoy the tastes of fall — and see a horse

made of hay — at the Farmer’s Market.

Paradise for Pets — which, with 53 outdoor
yards, claims to be the largest outdoor kennel
in the world — has been family ownedand operated since 1975.

The radio-controlled planes at the

Konterra Model Aircraft Park have

a bird’s-eye view of I-95.

Start here

Driver’s
route

ICC route

Kids practice their

ABCs at Layhill
Learning Center.

East Norbeck
Park features

a playground,

ball fields and

tennis courts.

Start your drive through the

great outdoors with a visit to

the Great Indoors — a good

place to shop for new furniture,

appliances, flooring and more.

From sunrise to sunset, take in the view of the

75-acre Lake Needwood in Rock Creek Park.

Bring a picnic to Layhill Park —

there’s a shelter in case it rains.

The National Capital Trolley Museum
has holiday rides weekends in December.

The secluded woods at

Upper Paint Branch Park
make a peaceful retreat.

Mmm! Tasty salsa and

guacamole at Gringada
Mexican Restaurant.
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next to East Norbeck and Layhill parks,
which could be forever changed if the six-
lane toll road becomes a reality. 

(If you’re not familiar with the sides of
the ICC argument, here’s a Cliffs Notes
version: Proponents say the 18-mile ICC
will reduce traffic, stimulate job growth,
aid homeland security and reduce the
number of vehicles involved in accidents.
Detractors disagree with most of those
points, adding that the route will displace
homes and businesses, as well as destroy
parkland and cost taxpayers.)

Our trip starts where the proposed ICC
would pick up at the end of I-370. The
route then would run east, slicing through
narrow sections of Rock Creek Park and
North Branch Stream Valley before its first
interchange at Georgia Avenue. For now,
fresh fruit, flowers and seasonal goodies
abound at the Farmer’s Market, which
would be in the way of an on-ramp. 

The National Capital Trolley Museum
would be in the way, but plans are already
in the works to move up the street (con-
struction is happening, but no move date
has been set). Just a stone’s throw away,
the Layhill Learning Center isn’t as lucky
— its preschoolers may get their first les-
sons in eminent domain. 

Upper Paint Branch Park, near the New
Hampshire Avenue junction, is a valley

filled with trees. Its trails make you feel as
though you are in the middle of Shenando-
ah National Forest. But that could change
if the ICC is built. “The road directly splits
the park into two parts,” says George Val-
ladares, the chief of environmental plan-
ning at the Maryland-National Capital
Park and Planning Commission. 

On Old Gunpowder Road, with the
highway just steps away, drivers would
pass pups outside at Paradise for Pets ken-
nels. Watch for a small-scale air show as
aircraft perform loops and spins at Konter-
ra Model Air Park. Enthusiasts often com-
pete in mid-air combat with remotely oper-
ated flying machines. 

The ICC doesn’t stop, as one might sus-
pect, at I-95. It continues to a quiet section
of Route 1, where you’ll find Gringada.
The Mexican eatery, which has been a fix-
ture for more than 20 years, will prepare
any dish on the menu sans meat. A tiny
spot, it may have to add a few more tables
and a larger parking lot if the ICC brings
traffic its way. — Matthew Graham

Road Trip maps are available online at
www.washingtonpost.com/roadtrip, as are
addresses and hours of operation (be
sure to check before you go). Have an
idea for a trip? E-mail roadtrip@washpost.
com.

WHERE: The proposed route of the ICC,
from Gaithersburg to Beltsville. 

WHY: Lots of parkland, model airplanes
and some serious salsa. 

HOW FAR: The ICC will be 18 miles. Our
route is about 30 miles and takes about 90
minutes with stops. 

L ike Lazarus, plans for the in-
tercounty connector have risen
from the grave. The highway,
originally proposed as part of
an outer beltway, has been on

and off the drawing boards for 50 years.
This summer, Maryland Gov. Robert L.
Ehrlich Jr. announced a new route to con-
nect Montgomery and Prince George’s
counties, putting the controversial ICC
back in the limelight once again. 

The ICC needs to be approved by the
Federal Highway Administration before
construction can begin — which could be
as early as next year or may never happen
at all. But if you’re curious to see what the
area looks like for now, take our drive.
Along the way, you’ll see places that are
here to stay — from the Great Indoors to
the Shady Grove Presbyterian Church to
Gringada Mexican Restaurant. You’ll also
find scenic green spaces, such as those MAP BY JEROME COOKSON FOR THE WASHINGTON POST; PHOTOS BY KAREN CARRA FOR THE WASHINGTON POST
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MEDIAMIX | A Quick Take on New Releases

In Lucia's Eyes 
By Arthur Japin

Knopf 

$24

"It was my most devout wish

that he would forget me and

that his life would be his own,

unencumbered by what had

become of mine."

— Our narrator, Lucia, explains
her motivations

Japin's masterful sense of place (and

meticulous research) bring 18th-

century Venice, Amsterdam and

other locales to life, from the

glittering opera halls to the stench in

the street.

Implausible conceits (Lucia wears a veil,

facilitating an anonymous-on-her-side reunion)

and heavy-handed metaphors (a mirror that

underscores moments of revelation) make this

one for fans of the florid only.

— Adriana Leshko
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A Private Hotel for
Gentle Ladies 
By Ellen Cooney 

Pantheon 

$23.95 

In turn-of-the-19th-century Massachusetts,

Charlotte Heath flees her philandering 

husband and settles into life at a hotel where

the hired male help services the clientele in

every way imaginable.
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Hypnotize 
System of a Down 

Columbia Records

$18.98

C
D B+

Local No. 1
By Brian Wood and 

Ryan Kelly

Oni Press

$2.99

"You have to leave, you have to 

. . . guys like that never change.

You're a fool to think otherwise." 

— Megan receives advice from
the pharmacist she's trying to

work over

Megan McKeenan is a runaway girl at an

emotional crossroads: Should she go along with

her boyfriend's prescription-drug scam or

abandon him altogether?C
O
M
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Happy Endings
Rated R

Lions Gate

$27.98D
V
D

War of the Worlds: 
2-Disc Limited Edition
Rated PG-13

Dreamworks

$39.99 

D
V
D

Guitar Hero
PS2 

Rated Teen

RedOctane

$69.99G
A
M
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King Kong
Mobile 

Gameloft 

About $6

Skull Island's reigning simian leaves no

platform unconquered, taking a big hairy

leap to cell phones. 

Kong can feast on

fallen enemies to

regain health. 

The game is pretty much just

button-mashing repetitiveness,

made more awkward by

occasionally having to use two

fingers for jumps.

— E.N.
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TITLE BASIC STORY SAMPLE GRAB WHAT YOU’LL LOVE WHAT YOU WON’T GRADE

The politically minded

Armenian American prog-

metal innovators release the

second half of their

"Mesmerize-Hypnotize" epic.

With the included guitar-shaped

controller strapped over your

shoulder, you can rock out

in your living room while

your virtual avatar

thrashes on stage.

B

MAGGIE GYLLENHAAL BY ERIC LEE — LIONS GATE FILMS; GUITAR HERO: REDOCTANE; KING KONG: GAMELOFT

The plot is less predictable than it

sounds, the characters are likable

and the action moves quickly.

"It was a wonderful, beautiful dawn, in spite of

being wintry-shadowy. She knew exactly what

was happening to her. She had never seen a

sunrise look so good." 

— Charlotte, on the cusp of sexual liberation 

"Why don't you ask the kids at

Tiananmen Square / Was fashion the

reason they were there? / They

disguise it, hypnotize it / Television

made you buy it"

— "Hypnotize"

The album combines exotic melodies 

and lightning-fast riffs; highlights include 

the title track's acoustic flourishes and the

emotional ballad "Lonely Day."

Occasionally, certain songs feel a little too

complex — even if that is kind of the point.

— Shirley Halperin

Wood and Kelly tell one story in three

different ways, each of which

manages to be viscerally compelling.

Putting your fast fretwork to the test on songs

from the likes of the Ramones, Black Sabbath

and Franz Ferdinand.

The gameplay is totally addictive: Expect

cramped, throbbing fingers.

— Christopher Healy

The film's surprisingly dark

mood proves effective at

conveying Cruise's character's

hopelessness; there's also a

robust set of extras.

The presentation is

well-animated and

reminiscent of old-

school console play.

Solid acting supports a cast of

entertaining, if not entirely likable, characters.

Tom Arnold's sensitive widower is a particularly

sweet creation, especially when paired with

Maggie Gyllenhaal's self-assured seductress,

right.

The quirky plot's 

pace occasionally 

plods; the DVD 

package on the whole 

is thin on extras.

— Justin Rude

"Private Hotel" has all of the

emotional staying power of a

dime-store romance novel.

— Sara Cardace 

"No one would have believed in the early years

of the 21st century that our world was being

watched by intelligences greater than our

own."

— Morgan Freeman's voice-over
introduction stays true to the work of

Wells

‹

‹

‹

‹

‹

Disfigured by smallpox, a teenage serving girl

decides to flee rather than face her beloved

fiance. This novel traces both their

transformations — hers into a high-class

madam, his into the legendary lover Casanova.

‹
C+

This sci-fi ride doesn't offer enough

thrills: Too often, it feels more like a

poorly paced horror film. One

basement scene in particular is

unnecessarily protracted. 

— J.R.

Some readers may perceive the

drama as more character sketch

than actual story.

— Evan Narcisse

"Oh, wow. You look really pretty if I stand far

away and I use the zoom." 

— Filmmaker Nicky knows how to make a lady
feel good

This film joins "Magnolia" and "Love Actually" in

the parallel-storylines, ensemble-cast genre.

Here the lives of an abortion-clinic worker,

widower, documentary filmmaker and more

come to a head in loosely linked plots.

Earn money after each

successful gig that you

can then spend to unlock

new guitars, songs and

musicians.

Stephen Spielberg's adaptation of H.G. Wells's

alien-invasion classic stars Tom Cruise as a

blue-collar worker trying to reconnect with his

estranged family when the spacemen come

down.

‹

‹


