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| Investigate the Proposed Intercounty Connector
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WHERE: The proposed route of the ICC, next to East Norbeck and Layhill parks, filled with trees. Its trails make you feel as
from Gaithersburg to Beltsville. which could be forever changed if the six-  though you are in the middle of Shenando-
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WHY: Lots of parkland, model airplanes (If you're not familiar with the sides of if the ICC is built. “The road directly splits
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ike Lazarus, plans for the in-

tercounty connector have risen

from the grave. The highway,

originally proposed as part of

an outer beltway, has been on
and off the drawing boards for 50 years.
This summer, Maryland Gov. Robert L.
Ehrlich Jr. announced a new route to con-
nect Montgomery and Prince George’s
counties, putting the controversial ICC
back in the limelight once again.

The ICC needs to be approved by the
Federal Highway Administration before
construction can begin — which could be
as early as next year or may never happen
at all. But if you're curious to see what the
area looks like for now, take our drive.
Along the way, you'll see places that are
here to stay — from the Great Indoors to
the Shady Grove Presbyterian Church to
Gringada Mexican Restaurant. You'll also
find scenic green spaces, such as those

Detractors disagree with most of those
points, adding that the route will displace
homes and businesses, as well as destroy
parkland and cost taxpayers.)

Our trip starts where the proposed ICC
would pick up at the end of I-370. The
route then would run east, slicing through
narrow sections of Rock Creek Park and
North Branch Stream Valley before its first
interchange at Georgia Avenue. For now,
fresh fruit, flowers and seasonal goodies
abound at the Farmer’s Market, which
would be in the way of an on-ramp.

The National Capital Trolley Museum
would be in the way, but plans are already
in the works to move up the street (con-
struction is happening, but no move date
has been set). Just a stone’s throw away,
the Layhill Learning Center isn’t as lucky
— its preschoolers may get their first les-
sons in eminent domain.

Upper Paint Branch Park, near the New
Hampshire Avenue junction, is a valley

highway just steps away, drivers would
pass pups outside at Paradise for Pets ken-
nels. Watch for a small-scale air show as
aircraft perform loops and spins at Konter-
ra Model Air Park. Enthusiasts often com-
pete in mid-air combat with remotely oper-
ated flying machines.

The ICC doesn’t stop, as one might sus-
pect, at 1-95. It continues to a quiet section
of Route 1, where you'll find Gringada.
The Mexican eatery, which has been a fix-
ture for more than 20 years, will prepare
any dish on the menu sans meat. A tiny
spot, it may have to add a few more tables
and a larger parking lot if the ICC brings
traffic its way. — Matthew Graham

Road Trip maps are available online at
www.washingtonpost.com/roadtrip, as are
addresses and hours of operation (be
sure to check before you go). Have an
idea for a trip? E-mail roadtrip@washpost.
com.
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