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| Visit Martha Stewart in Jail

WHERE: Alderson, W.Va.

WHY: Penny-wise bowling, a media-overrun general
store, a prison-turned-inn and America’s best-known
diva in detention.

HOW FAR: 235 miles, or five hours from Centreville.

The holidays are full of creatures to pity: kids
whose parents don’t let them eat sugar; office-party
pariahs; tiny, angry dogs forced into green-and-red
sweaters. Then, this year, there’s Martha Stewart.
Formerly queen of wreathmaking and tree decorat-
ing, her conviction for lying about a stock sale and
subsequent sentencing to five months at the Alderson
Federal Prison Camp have ripped her from her raison
d’étre: holiday crafting. Reports are that the camp
holds an annual holiday decorating contest, but you
know that just won’t be the same as sharing babka and
a homemade Noah’s ark diorama on “Larry King
Live.” Our answer? Extend the spirit of holiday giving
by day-tripping to see the imprisoned doyenne of do-
mesticity.

Of course, you won’t be able to actually see Martha.
In fact, unless you’re on her approved visitors list (or
know someone else incarcerated at Alderson), you're
not getting past the prison gates. But fulfillment can
be found other ways. After sending Martha good
vibes (you may or may not be shooed away by guards,
depending how rowdy or numerous you are), feel free
to explore Alderson. Downtown you can see the re-

John Alderson, who settled the town in 1777. Cross
the pedestrian bridge to the north side of town and
you'll find Joyce Renee Mott, an artisan who fashions
one-of-a-kind glass jewelry in her namesake store. Or,
for a creepy glimpse at prison life, drive eight miles
south on Route 3 and take a self-guided tour of the
Historic Pence Springs Resort—formerly the West
Virginia State Prison for Women. Best photo op?
Third floor, second cell from the right.

The drive to Alderson is long, so to take full ad-
vantage, schedule a whole day and make overnight
reservations in Alderson or nearby Lewisburg. Stop-
ping in Warrenton will put you in the Martha mind-
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