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(b)O). !l>)( 6). (b)(7 )(C) 

DEA went back into Afghanistan in 2003. 3-4 people 

At end of 2003. Khalizad was Ambassador- a political appointee who didn't trust state department 

therefore created Afghan Reconstruction Group. Khalizad approved everyone in the ARG. He wanted a 

Drugs Tsar. (b)(3). (b)(6). (b)(7)(C) 

Job had oversight of Stat e, USAID, and INL. Brits had lead on CN under SSR process and they wanted to 

coord inate US efforts with US. Decided to take t he job as a bad day in Afghanistan is better than a good 

day in Wash ington. 

'we are about to reach a tipping point' and then Brits--and 

mmer 2004 and worked closely wit~. Later~ 

(b)(3) . (b)(6). (b)(7)(C) 

(?) to Kabul. 
that we can get you your ticket home. 

(b)U). fb)(o) . (b)( 7 )(C) If you can't accept 

Brit s led effort in drafting NCDS- lots of pillars the number depended on who you listened to . 

DC wanted to override or be senior to UK in CN effort. Go ahead placate the Brits but we will override it. 
But it was not the only thing happening. President Bush was happy to have Blair behind us. Knew 

George Bush wasn't going to piss off the brits over CN when drew on them for addressing No 1 priority 

of Security in Afghanistan. 

MCN - US wasn't that interested in it but didn't oppose it . Were more interested in the Mol as they 

were operational. Saw MCN as potentia lly weak. Qaderi's cousin was wife of Karza i' s cousin. 

In late 2005 became obvious security was deteriorating. No enforcement throughout Afghanistan. No 

improvement unless deal with corruption. US created a lot of mill ionaires and multi-millionaires since its 
intervent ion. 

Khal izad had weekly meetings with Steve Hadley, NSC and President at end of 2004 and 2005. After 

Barno then Eikenberry. 

When Eikenberry head of ISAF drugs was a civilian e xercise, military was not going to do anything to 
support. 

In 2006/07 aerial spray on the agenda. CIA opposed it; DOD opposed it . Only White House, Hadley, NSC 
and Schweich supported it. 

Went to see Kakar Deputy Minister of Health who said we cannot afford to go down this path. 

Also Brits opposed aeria l 
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Highlight
By 2005, Afghanistan was producing record levels of opium at the same time that the Taliban-led insurgency was gathering strength. According to Wankel and other U.S. officials, many Afghan officials were personally profiting from the war and U.S. defense and aid contracts.



(b )(3 ), (b )(6), (b )(7)(C) Also complained about 

(b )(3), (b )(6), (b )(7)(C) 

The Brits did the yeoman's work- develop drugs strategy and try to herd cats. 

In 2004 a lot of people thought you could work the CN thing outside the rule of law and security. They 

thought you could bypass everything and do things in CN that you couldn' t do otherwise in Afghanistan. 

DEA 2005 created FAST program- paramilitary guys similar to the 1980s snowcap. 

CNJC 

Karzai didn't want it getting too close to his family. 

What Brits and US failed to do is grasp symbiotic relationship between Cn and CT. The US military didn't 

want to deal with drugs issue - better to be an ostrich- had to take them kicki ng and screaming. 

Created a whole new problem that the military didn' t know how to deal with. 

USAID mostly paid lip service to counternarcotics, rather than being an active participant. They gave the 

feeling they didn' t want to be in the photograph w hen the picture was taken. 

I don't think the US role worked- improve security, the economy and support Karzai. Drugs was a nasty 

thing that had to be contended with. The biggest problem was corruption in Afghanistan and drugs was 

part of it. You couldn't deal with one without dealing with the other. 

Sometimes London and Washington got messed up on CN but locally it worked well. Eradication was 

major point of contention. The problem was the poor farmer - farmers in other provinces got along with 

subsistence and didn't grow poppy but by being sympathetic and empathetic unfortunately it created 

the biggest opium producing country and problems of drug use. We have allowed th is to develop. 

Manual eradicat ion was never designed to reduce cultivation only increase the risk of growing. 

was big on eradication. US didn't spend any time building Afghan capacity t o eradicate. 

Instead gave the money to DynCorp's and they got rich. 

CN implementation Plan- the UK wrote it, the US was involved and signed off on it. The trick was you 
couldn't do it. 

FAST were paramilitary- not really a legal process- a function of place and time. In 2005 US and UK did 

their own thing. 333 with General Khalid was a multi ethnic force was unusual. 

Personalities matter in Afghanistan- both Afghan and foreigners. 

Congressional Visits 

Remembers a Palace meeting with Clinton and McCain. People would come out and preach to Afghans. 

A tendency to impose things on Afghans and didn't understand what they were asking of them. With 
both diplomats and military - reality doesn' t get in the way of optimism 

would do his own stuff and not work with Kabul 
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Highlight
This excerpt appears in the story <a href="https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/afghanistan-papers/afghanistan-war-opium-poppy-production/" class="pg-link" target="_blank">Overwhelmed by opium</a>.
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This excerpt appears in the story <a href="https://www.washingtonpost.com/graphics/2019/investigations/afghanistan-papers/afghanistan-war-opium-poppy-production/" class="pg-link" target="_blank">Overwhelmed by opium</a>.
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Highlight
Wankel was a supporter of opium poppy eradication programs. Other U.S. and British officials, however, opposed eradication and said it alienated Afghan farmers and caused them to support the Taliban. The Obama administration ended poppy eradication programs.



There was a small group of international smugglers also involved in terrorism, people smuggl~ng etc. -

we didn't see it, didn't see the role it would pay in the insurgency. 
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