
Kids’ A MONTHLY FEATURE Stuff

Check It Out!
WHIZ KIDS  |  We’ve Got a Winner!

The age of the youngest author 
ever published: Dorothy Straight, 
who came out with “How The 
World Began” in 1964

   For our last Whiz Kids contest, we asked 
you to invent new words, by either renam-
ing real things or coming up with a term for 
something that should have its own word 
but somehow doesn’t. This was in honor 
of the 10th anniversary of the classic kids’ 

book Frindle, by Andrew Clements, in which a mis-
chievous fifth-grader 
named Nick Allen tells his 
classmates to stop call-
ing that thing you write 
with a “pen” and start 
calling it a “frindle,” only 
to have that made-up 
word spread like wildfire. 
(Haven’t read it? It’s a 
hoot.)
   The result? You sent 
in some funny, Frindle-
worthy ideas. Kaylee 
Zou, 8, of Boyds, Md., 
thought the word “ex-
citement” wasn’t exciting 
enough and recommended we all switch to furteeto. 
Scott Dunn, 12, of Fairfax Station, Va., and Jean-Marc 
Boullianne, 11, of Lorton, Va., helpfully suggested that 
instead of saying “blue/green,” we should just go with 
bleen.
   Our winner, however, was Halle Ostoyich, 8, of 
Bethesda, Md., who thinks that we should call the fit 
that she pitches when she gets home and has to start 
doing her homework a fimp. For that, she’ll get a bag 
full of books, which we hope will take some of the edge 
off her next fimp. To see more of our favorite entries, 
check out www.washingtonpost.com/bookworld.

       
  

  
   

   This is not your grandparents’ reference book 
— or even your parents’, for that matter. Starting 
from the holographic cover that makes the title 

practically speak to you in 
3-D, let your fingers do the 
walking (and eyeballs do the 
looking) through this incred-
ible, overstuffed (in every 
positive sense of that word), 
graphically inventive book of 
“Stuff you need to know . . . .” 
Dip anywhere in this sort of 
Internet between covers and 

come up with something worth knowing — or at 
least thinking about.   
   For girls, there’s a two-page spread where you can 
“Try being a boy for a day,” and vice 
versa for boys. “What the ancient 
Greeks did for us” includes the 
introduction of chewing gum, the-
ater, lighthouses, flame-throwers, 
aspirin, levers and the alphabet. 
On a page headlined “You are 
what you read,” take a world 
tour of literature. Information 
on advertising comes under the 
perfect heading “Made You 

Look.” Reflect on a multitude of thought-provoking 
questions (some of which come with answers): 

•Which revolution was the most revolting?   

•Why is the tongue like the leg of an octopus? 

•What if Japan hadn’t attacked Pearl Harbor?   

•What if Franz Ferdinand’s driver had not missed his turn? 

•What if the Luftwaffe had won the Battle of Britain? 

•Why is the Roman Empire like McDonald’s? 

•Remember the last time something made you laugh?

   So, marvel over this imaginative sideshow of 
stuff, ranging far and wide across eight categories: 
science; technology and space; society, places and 

beliefs; history; the natural 
world; people who made the 
world; arts, entertainment and 
media; you and your body; and 
planet Earth. 
   Pick this book up, and you 
won’t soon put it down.

—EvelynSmall

Starstruck Kids
   If you’re not familiar with Sharon 
Draper’s popular “Ziggy and the Black 
Dinosaurs” series, then volume 6 
— “Stars and Sparks on Stage” — is 
as good a time as any to meet young 

Ziggy Colwin and 
his pals. He and the 
other Black Dinosaurs 
(Rashawn, Rico and 
Jerome) named their 
club after a big plastic 
apatosaurus that still 

holds a place of honor in the cozy shack where 
they meet after school. 
   But these days, they’ve put aside prehistoric 
beasts to prepare for an upcoming talent show. 

More than honor 
and bragging 
rights are at stake: 
The first-place 

winner will receive 
$200. The singing, 

dancing Dinosaurs 
seem like a sure thing 

until Tulip shows up. Their new friend lost 
her home during Hurricane Katrina, and her 
struggling family could use a helping hand. 
Although she’s “a little bitty thing,” she sings 
“like one of those big church ladies whose 
voice sounds like it came from the bottom 
of a volcano.” Will their shiny costumes and 
smooth moves help the Dinosaurs earn the 
prize? Or will top honors go to Tulip? Only 
one way to find out. . . . 

—JabariAsim

THUMBS UP

ZIGGY AND THE 
BLACK DINOSAURS
By Sharon M. Draper
Aladdin, 154 pp.  
$4.99 (paperback)
Ages 9-12

ILLUSTRATION BY JOELLEN MURPHY—THE WASHINGTON POST

4

The fit you pitch 
when you get 
home and have to 
start doing your 
homework.

fimp

and the winning 
word is...

PICK ME UP
Created by David Roberts 
and Jeremy Leslie
DK, $29.99


