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Sticky leeches in Borneo. A jeweled-
eye gecko in Madagascar. The 
fearsome black mamba snake in 
Namibia.

Strange creatures from far-off places, 
but each one a friend to Jeff Corwin. 

The host of Animal Planet’s “The Jeff 
Corwin Experience” has been working 
to protect endangered species and 
ecosystems since he was a teen. “I was 
never far from the weird and the wild,” he 
says. 

Growing up in Maine, Corwin quickly 
became the go-to guy when someone found 
a turtle with a broken shell or a hawk with 
a broken wing. At age 16 his world grew 
beyond his small community: “I talked 
my way onto a scientific expedition to 
Belize.” 

The Central American country left 
a lasting impression. “The rainforest 
ecology helped define my mission,” he 
says. “It helped me home in on what I 
wanted to be, who I wanted to be.”

Corwin now travels the world 
— as many as 15 countries a 

year — to profile unique 
and wonderful places and 
animals. His show, which 
reaches more than 13 
million viewers in the 

United States and is seen in more than 70 
countries, emphasizes that humans and 
wildlife can coexist if they respect one 
another. “The Jeff Corwin Experience — 
Season One” is now available on DVD.

Corwin says his job is fun but demanding. 
On the road 10 months out of the year and 
often changing time zones every few days, 
he has been ill with dengue fever, African 
tick fever and malaria. 

When it’s not illness, it’s something else. 
Recently Corwin had a run-in with an 
elephant. 

“I was attacked,” he says. “It was in a 
river behind me. I was talking about him, 
and suddenly he charged me and grabbed 
me and nearly ripped my arm out of the 
socket.” 

Corwin is quick to add that “any dangers 
we encounter usually have more to do 
with man and human conflict.”

In his view, humans are far more 
dangerous than animals: “You can never 
predict what the human animal can do.”

— Brenna Maloney

Sunday 10
Silver Spring’s Sasha 
Brady (1999). Herndon’s 

Dilip Thiagarajan
(1997). Olympic 

swimmer Mark Spitz 

(1950). Opera singer 

Leontyne Price (1927).

Monday 11
Upper Marlboro’s Adelana 

Sowunmi (2002). 

Lorton’s Julia Hurwitz
(2001). Boyds’s Ishan 

Vashi (2001). Bethesda’s 

Natalie Porter (1999). 

Singer Brandy (1979). 

Actress Jennifer Aniston 

(1969). Singer Sheryl 

Crow (1962).

Tuesday 12
Bethesda’s Shivani 
Gandhi (2002). Glenn 

Dale’s Nyles Keys (2000). 

Alexandria’s Kennedy Bacak 

(2001). Centreville’s Alice 
Bremer (1999). Actress 

Christina Ricci (1980). 

Author Judy Blume (1938). 

Sixteenth U.S. president 

Abraham Lincoln (1809).

Wednesday 13
Derwood’s Thomas 
Cameron (2002). 

Poolesville’s Bennett 

Carpentier (2002). 

Jeff Corwin: A Man of ‘Experience’
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birthdays of the week

take a look   Nature

There are more than 17,000 

species of butterflies. You won’t see 

all of them at the permanent exhibit 

opening 

Friday at the 

Smithsonian 

National 

Museum 

of Natural 

History, but 

you likely will 

see enough 

to go home 

with a new 

appreciation 

for nature’s 

beauty and 

bounty.

“Butterflies 

& Plants: 

Partners in 

Evolution” is two exhibits in one. In 

the walk-through butterfly pavilion, 

you can stroll among the fluttering 

specimens and admire the unusual 

plants. Next door, the “Partners” half 

of the display shows how animals and 

plants have changed over millions of 

years to help one another survive. 

 KIDS ACROSS 

  1. Deer babies

  6. Sleepover: ____ party

  8. To gulp milk 

  9. “Shark Tale” singer: India ____

11. Last name of any Tyrannosaurus

12. Encouraging words: “Good ___ you!”

13. Game show: “Deal __ No Deal”

14. Pictured: Cowboys’ Terrell (init.)

15. “KEWLopolis” network (abbr.)

17. Gave food to a pet

18. Sign to go away: “___ Out”

20. Tell a person an uninteresting story

21. Money-counters at banks

23. Rudolph the Red-____ Reindeer

GROWN-UPS DOWN 

  1. Fluid state

  2. Fifth month with 31 days (abbr.)

  3. William (abbr.)

  4. League with a Stern commissioner (abbr.)

  5. Feudal peasant laborer

  6. Frozen, fruit-flavored dessert

  7. Angry protesters

  8. Earthenware pot 

10. Wear away over time

16. Adman’s pitch: “As ___ on TV”

17. Unelected president

19. Arafat’s org. (abbr.)

20. Spelling challenge

22. Initials of Leia’s “Star Wars” twin

 KAPD PUZZLE BY JAN BUCKNER WALKER; PHOTO BY MATT SAYLES — ASSOCIATED PRESS

Butterflies and Plants 
Become Partners at 
Natural History Exhibit

puzzle

See solution in Monday’s KidsPost

See the Exhibit
WHEN Opens Friday. 

WHERE National Museum of 

Natural History, 10th Street 

and Constitution Avenue NW. 

» www.butterflies.si.edu or 

202-633-1000. 

ETC. Open 10 a.m. to 5:30 

p.m. this time of year. The 

butterfly pavilion has an 

admission fee of $4.50-$6 

every day except Tuesday, 

when it is free. There is no 

charge for the “Partners” 

exhibit. 

Centreville’s Samantha 

Satterthwaite (1997). Test 

pilot Chuck Yeager (1923).

Thursday 14
 Ashburn’s Raksha 
Ravichandran (2002). 

Alexandria’s Graham 
Gillman (2000). 

Vienna’s Boman Raskin 

(2000). Bryans Road’s 

Alexys Gutrick (1997). 

Ashburn’s Jack Kurtzke 

(1997). Oak Hill’s Alan 

Davis (1996). Bowie’s 

Susie Smith (1995).

Friday 15
Olney’s Sean Enright 

(2002). McLean’s Jenny 
Pruitt (2001). Bethesda’s 

Marissa Sherman (2001). 

Arlington’s Mia Landeck
(2000). Alexandria’s Helen 

Cunningham (1998). 

Women’s rights pioneer 

Susan B. Anthony (1820). 

Saturday 16
South Riding’s Jack 
Nordstrom (2001). 

Washington’s Tanirah 
Brooks (1999). 

Arlington’s Sam Dokken 

(1999). Chantilly’s 

Noah Ehlers (1999). 

North Potomac’s Rachel 
Warshaw (1998). 

COMING THIS WEEK TOMORROW: Sarah Keys makes a stand in the book “Take a Seat”  ª  TUESDAY: A tour of President Lincoln’s other D.C. house  ª  WEDNESDAY: Why you need to know about steroids  ª  THURSDAY: A valentine story for the birds

BRADY THIAGARAJAN

HURWITZ PORTER

GANDHI BREMER

PRUITT LANDECK

NORDSTROM BROOKS

EHLERS WARSHAW

Talk of the Animals 
ª Place he wants to go: “I haven’t 
really been to Antarctica. But I 
don’t like being cold!”

ª Exotic pets at home: “People 
probably think we have snakes 
hanging from the chandeliers, 
but it’s actually rather pedestrian 
[ordinary]: We have two cats — 
two rescue cats.”

ª A favorite place: “The Sonoran 

Desert [in Arizona and California] 
is one of my most favorite places 
on the planet.” He likes to ride 
horses there.

ª A favorite animal: Mola mola. 
“It’s an incredible fish — a giant, 
jellyfish–eating Pacific sunfish.” 

ª Animal he dislikes: “Mosquitoes! 
They are enough to drive a man 
mad. In the five seconds it takes to 
run into your tent to escape them, 
2,000 get in. When you sleep, you 
hear their ever-rolling drone.”

CAMERON RAVICHANDRAN

GILLMAN SMITH

Birthday announcements are for ages 6 to 13 

and are printed on a first-come, first-served 

basis. They must be submitted by an adult. 

We need photos at least two months ahead 

of publication. Don’t forget to include name, 

address and birth date (including year of birth). 

Send to kidspost@washpost.com or KidsPost, 

The Washington Post, 1150 15th St. NW, 

Washington, D.C. 20071.

BY MARILYN ABER

Stroll among the big-winged insects at the Smithsonian’s butterfly pavilion.

1 2 3 4 51 11 1

6 11 7

1 9 108

1211

1 113 14

16 1715

19 1 2018

2221 11

231 11 1

BY JACOB SILBERBERG  — ANIMAL PLANET


