
Israeli officer arrested A border police officer
was arrested in connection with the shooting
death of a Palestinian teen involved in a
violent demonstration in May. A11

Relief for students Borrowing for higher
education is down, the College Board said,
as the rise in costs continues a slowdown. A2

IN THE NEWS POLITICS
Former Arkansas gov-
ernor Mike Huckabee
is building a political
team for perhaps an-
other presidential cam-
paign. A6

The elections for lead-
ership positions in
Congress could provide
clues about shifting in-
ternal party politics on
Capitol Hill. A4

THE ECONOMY
A Congressional
Budget Office report
showed that federal tax
rates have been on the
rise at all income levels,
especially the top 1 per-
cent. A15

A core crew of retail-
ers is loudly proclaim-
ing that it will stay
closed on Thanksgiving
Day — and hoping the

moral high ground will
pay off. A14

Microsoft patched a
critical Windows bug
that has been around for
nearly two decades. A15

THE WORLD
The deaths of 12 wom-
en who underwent
sterilization procedures
in India underscored
criticism of its most

common family-plan-
ning method. A10

In Burma, President
Obama faced questions
about U.S. priorities in
Asia: advancing human
rights vs. securing stra-
tegic ties. A12

Hackers from China
breached the federal
weather network re-
cently, forcing cyberse-
curity teams to seal off

data vital to disaster
planning, aviation, ship-
ping and scores of other
crucial uses, officials
said. A12

THE REGION
Bullying over weight
pushed a slain 16-year-
old in Woodbridge, Va.,
into marijuana and a
rough crowd, his moth-
er said. B1
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BY ROBERT COSTA

AND JOSE A. DELREAL

The Republican Party’s ardent
campaign against President
Obama’s health-care law gained
new momentum Wednesday as
lawmakers reacted angrily to as-
sertions by an architect of the
policy that it was crafted in a
deliberately deceptive way in or-
der to pass Congress.

On both sides of the Capitol,
leading conservatives said they
may call economist Jonathan Gru-
ber to testify about his remarks,
which were made last year and

surfaced this week in a video on
social media. In the video, Gruber
suggests that the administration’s
signature health-care legislation
passed in part because of the “stu-
pidityof theAmericanvoter”anda
“lack of transparency” over its
funding mechanisms.

“The strategy was to hide the
truth from the American people,”
said Sen. Jeff Sessions (R-Ala.),
who is slated to chair the Senate
Budget Committee next year.
“That is a threat to the American
republic.”

Gruber has been a complicated
HEALTH CARE CONTINUED ON A6

Health-care law’s opponents
riled anew by ‘stupidity’ video

BY LENNY BERNSTEIN

foya, liberia — The Ebola vi-
rus, which has killed more than
2,830 Liberians and collapsed the
country’s health-care system, is
also attacking Liberia’s food sup-
ply, bringing intermittent hunger
to a wide swath of this country
even as its 4.1 million people try to
survive the epidemic.

The typical family income, al-
ready among the lowest in the
world, has declined as the epi-
demic raged in recent months,
shutting workplaces and killing
breadwinners. Closed borders
with Sierra Leone, Guinea and
Ivory Coast have sharply reduced
trade. Markets in villages and
towns across the country have
been shut down to limit large
gatherings, which can abet trans-
mission of the virus.

The planting and harvesting
seasons were disrupted when
Ebola hit the farm belt in June.

LIBERIA CONTINUED ON A9

Hunger stalks an Ebola-stricken Liberia

MICHEL DU CILLE/THE WASHINGTON POST

Mbolowilee Kollie, 17, carries cooking oil from a U.N. World Food Program distribution in Liberia.

BY ED O’KEEFE

For the first time in the six-year
fight over the controversial Key-
stone XL pipeline, the Senate will
join the House in voting on the
proposed project, giving each side
in Louisiana’s Senate election a
chance to boost its candidate.

The two lawmakers locked in
the runoff contest, Sen. Mary Lan-
drieu (D) and Rep. Bill Cassidy
(R), seized control of the congres-
sional agenda Wednesday, ex-
tracting assurances from House
and Senate leaders that votes will
be held to bypass President
Obama’s authority and authorize
construction of the pipeline.

A large showing of Democratic
support for the pipeline could

complicate the administration’s
decision-making process on the
issue, given the party’s dismal
showing at the polls last week.
Environmentalist allies of the
president are solidly against the
project and have been doggedly
lobbying the administration
against approving it.

But Republicans successfully
used the president’s environmen-
tal and climate agenda as key lines
of attack against Democrats in
several contested midterm races.
Those results strengthen the ar-
guments of those who believe that
it would be a political mistake for
the administration to deny per-
mits for the unbuilt sections of the
pipeline, and congressional ap-

PIPELINE CONTINUED ON A4

House, Senate
to hold votes on
pipeline project
BOOST FOR KEYSTONE IN LOUISIANA RUNOFF

Landrieu, rival seek to bypass Obama’s authority

BY RACHEL FELTMAN

T
hroughout human history, comets
have been distant, mysterious heav-
enly bodies. The hunks of rock and ice
streak through the sky, streaming

bright tails of gas as the sun warms them.
On Wednesday, mankind finally made con-

tact with one. The Rosetta spacecraft defied all
odds and dropped its payload, a comet-sniffing
probe named Philae, on a cold, speeding target
more than 300 million miles from Earth.

Although scientists aren’t yet sure whether
the probe will be able to anchor itself

securely, for now its systems are operational
and responsive. This comes as the climax of a
decade-long mission.

Swaddled inside the comet are the secrets
of the early solar system, the elements
present when the sun was new and the
planets were forming. To study a comet up
close would be a cosmological dream, a time
capsule like scientists have never laid eyes on.
The black ice of these comets keeps those
secrets preserved — but also largely hidden.

This one is named 67P/Churyumov-Gerasi-
menko, an ancient, puckered comet that fell
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A warm welcome on an icy rock
Scientists cheer the successful touchdown of a probe on a distant comet

BY EMILY BADGER

chicago — For years, this
brown-brick building near Wrig-
ley Field housed people who had
nowhere else to go. It had peeling
walls and broken smoke detec-
tors. But its tiny one-room apart-
ments offered homes to residents
too poor for a one-bedroom, too
risky to pass a credit check, too
vulnerable — on the perpetual
edge of homelessness — to sign a
one-year lease.

Today, from the outside, the
building looks the same: six sto-
ries, with tall windows and an
elaborately carved entryway that
announces the property by its
pre-World War II name, the Hotel

Carlos. But it now contains stu-
dios remodeled with stainless-
steel appliances, granite counter-
tops and hardwood floors. Rent
reaches $1,125 a month. The ad in
the window promises “vintage
charm.”

In buildings such as this one
on Chicago’s North Side, the
shrinking pool of affordable
housing — a problem facing
many thriving cities — is playing
out in a particularly vivid way.
Often, gentrification displaces
the poor through less-direct
means: Wealthier residents move
in, businesses catering to them
follow, property values rise, the
economics of a neighborhood

HOTELS CONTINUED ON A16

In Chicago, from flophouse
to chic ‘micro-unit’

PHOTOS FROM EUROPEAN SPACE AGENCY VIA REUTERS

Images from the
Rosetta orbiter

show the surface
of comet

67P/Churyumov-
Gerasimenko, on
which the Philae

probe landed
Wednesday, a
milestone in a

10-year mission
to unlock secrets

about the early
solar system.

$350-$500
Typical monthly rent

for a single-room-occupancy
hotel in Chicago.

$1,150
Chicago resident Dustin Rigsby’s
rent for a unit in a redeveloped
single-room-occupancy hotel.

Shaping the U.S.-China deal
Largely secret climate talks took
place over a year and a half. A13

China’s pledge on climate
A move to cap emissions removes
an excuse for other nations. A13
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